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CARES Grant Application
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SIGMA Tips

• Providers are required to register in 
SIGMA to receive a grant payment 
(payment can be made via EFT or 
paper check).

• If you do not have a SIGMA vendor 
code or SIGMA mail code, you must 
request one by contacting the 
SIGMA Help Desk at 
• SIGMA-Vendor@michigan.gov 
• 1-888-734-9749. 

• If you enter an invalid code, it will 
significantly delay processing time.
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Counting Staff Tips

• Direct care staff includes 
teachers, assistant teachers, and 
support staff.

• Include full and part time staff.
• Include yourself, if you are a 

family or group home provider. 
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Rate Reduction Tips

• This section is new. 
• You are only eligible for this 

funding if you were open in June. 
• Count all children who you 

received payment to care for 
from June 1-30. 

• Do not count your own children, 
unless you pay tuition for their 
care. 

• Report all tuition you charged 
families in the month. 
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GSQ & Comment Box Tips

• You can look up your Great Start 
to Quality star rating at 
www.greatstarttoquality.org. 

• Only enter comments if 
necessary. These are not 
required to submit your 
application. 

http://www.greatstarttoquality.org/
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Assurances Tips

If you do not apply for the rate 
reduction stipend, these are the 
grant requirements. There are no 
changes from June. 
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Assurances Tips

If you do apply for the rate 
reduction stipend, there are new 
assurances. 
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Confirmation Tips

• Providers should print their 
confirmation screen after they 
submit their application. 

• Be sure to confirm your email 
address is accurate before 
submitting the application.

• Providers will also receive a 
confirmation email after 
applying. 
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Visit www.Michigan.gov/childcare to apply! 

Stuck? We’re here to help! 
• Child Development and Care Office: 866-990-3227
• Regional Resource Centers: 877-614-7328 
• SIGMA Help Desk: 

o SIGMA-Vendor@michigan.gov or 
o 1-888-734-9749 

http://www.michigan.gov/childcare
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