Assessment and Accountability Advisory Group Meeting 6/17/09


Assessment and Accountability Advisory Group Meeting
Wednesday, June 17, 2009

10:a.m.-12:00p.m.
Present: Ed Roeber (MSU), David MacQuarrie (Calhoun Area Career Center, WMU), Mike Hoffner (Branch ISD), Jim Gullen (Oakland Schools), Jarrad Grandy (Kent ISD), Deb Miller (Kalamazoo RESA), Andy Middlestead (OCTE), Joanne Mahony (OCTE), Kitty Manley (Ferris State University), Brian Pyles (Shiawassee RESD), Monika Leasure (Macomb ISD), Tony Ebli (Marquette-Alger RESA), Jill Kroll (OCTE), Dave Treder (Genesee ISD)
1. Cluster Advisory Group Update

a. Transportation, Distribution & Logistics Cluster has splintered into 2+ subgroups:

i. Automotive
1. Group to go with State of Michigan Automotive Certification Exam

a. Decision: Program level (e.g. Brakes) or General Automotive Exam

2. The Department of State is willing to share the results of the certification exams with OCTE, which will be shared with districts.

ii. Aviation

1. Two distinct program areas: Airplane mechanics and pilot training

2. Preliminary evaluation survey results were distributed. Further analysis of both the close-ended and open-ended questions will be carried out over the summer and shared with the group.

a. 1,477 Student responses

i. 252 for Finance Cluster

ii. 1,115 for Health Cluster

iii. 110 students didn’t know program name/CIP

b. 111 Teacher responses

i. 32 for Finance Cluster

ii. 74 for Health Cluster

iii. 5 teachers didn’t know their program name or CIP

c. 83 Coordinator or Proctor responses
i. 30 for Finance Cluster

ii. 38 for Health Cluster

iii. 6 for both Finance and Health Clusters

iv. 9 didn’t know program name or CIP code

v. 30 were proctors

vi. 14 were site coordinators

vii. 27 were both proctors and site coordinators

viii. 12 were in an “other” role (some of which listed role as “student” so responses will need to be excluded).
3. Discussed plan and needs for 09-10 Implementation

a. There is a need to develop state policies to ensure that there are similar guidelines and rules for proctoring to avoid confusion for districts.
i. OCTE needs to be the one to negotiate with vendors

b. One recommendation is for one or more ISDs to host a coordinating center and draft consistent testing administration procedures.

i. Kitty Manley indicated that MCCTE would be willing to serve as a Coordination Center

ii. OCTE needs to be the entity to negotiate with assessment vendors to ensure maximum leveraging of resources

c. There is a need to for a policy statement from MDE on the purpose of the technical skill assessments:
i. Already have an example of an employer requiring that students pass the assessment to be allowed to work. This is not consistent with the purposes of the assessment.

d. Ed Roeber recommended that the state work to have 2 forms of assessments, or an item bank (this may not be feasible in the short term).
e. There is a need for good representation from across the state in participation in the development/selection of the assessments.
4. Jim Gullen (Oakland Schools) provided an overview of his proposal for developing an assessment for the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Cluster Assessment. Steps include:

a. Determine targets of the assessment

i. Purpose of Exam?

ii. Intended Use(s) of assessment
iii. Develop an assessment blueprint

iv. Consider using Webb’s depth’s of knowledge model as a guideline
1. What level of performance do teachers expect?

b. Will be a multiple choice test that will be administered online due to resource limitations
i. State technical skill assessment alone does not provide a comprehensive assessment program

ii. Programs are encouraged to develop and utilize performance-based assessments for local use, if desired.
iii. Content will be sampled

c. Focus Group of students – “Think out-loud?”

5. Tasks to be carried out for developing assessment – How to leverage resources 
i. Email CEPD directors asking what resources they could contribute to the assessment development process (volunteer and in-kind services)
ii. Item-editing, sending out pilot tests

iii. Michigan Assessment Consortium ( Contributions from ISDs based on the number of students served?

b. Needs:

i. Project manager

ii. Project assistant, administrative support
iii. Software that allows collaboration 

6. Next Meeting

a. Group to pick consistent day and time – if not needed, cancel meeting

b. Wednesday in the A.M. – 1st Wednesday of the month

c. Jill will send out a roster with contact information of this group
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