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Proven to Work in Michigan
i-Ready ofers the value of many programs in one by providing a single 
platform that reduces complexity, saves time, and helps teachers use data 
to diferentiate instruction.

Built for Michigan Standards

M
ic

hi
ga

n Department

i-Ready Diagnostic is approved by the Michigan Department of Education as a "Return 
to Learn" benchmark assessment and an initial and extensive “Read by Grade Three” 
assessment.

For Michigan schools participating in the Michigan Data Hub, i-Ready ofers fully 
functioning Diagnostic outcome interoperability with Ed-Fi, so i-Ready data can easily 
connect with student information from other educational systems.

Average Overall Correlations for the Spring
i-Ready Diagnostic and the 2017 M-STEP

Assessment correlations above
.70 are considered strong
evidence by the NCII.

In a study of more than 20,000
students' M-STEP test results,
i-Ready consistently exceeds
the .70 benchmark.

1.00

ELA

.83

Math

.88

.70

0

Backed by Research

Research conducted in partnership with the 
Educational Research Institute of America, using 
a large sample, found the i-Ready Diagnostic is 
highly correlated with the Michigan Student Test 
of Educational Progress (M-STEP) 3–8 assessment 
in the areas of English Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics.
Data from the 2016–2017 i-Ready and M-STEP Linking Study

Recognized by the NCII

i-Ready Diagnostic received high ratings from the National Center on Intensive Intervention 
(NCII) for Academic Screening and Academic Progress Monitoring, signifying its validity and 
reliability as an assessment that meets high psychometric standards.

Teaching and Learning in 2020

As Michigan teachers, students, and families navigate this unique school year, 
we are here to help. We have general supports for testing and teaching in 2020 
as well as specifc information and tips for assessing at home.
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There’s no getting around the fact that administering

assessments during distance learning is tough. However,

if you have decided that your district will administer at-

home assessments in fall 2020, we urge district leaders,

building administrators, teachers, and families to work in

partnership to create a detailed assessment plan.

Your approach to proctoring and administering an

online assessment, such as the i-Ready Diagnostic, 

will be central to this plan.

In preparation for Back to School 2020, Curriculum

Associates has spoken with hundreds of district and

school leaders about e˜ective distance-learning

practices. Our discussions about at-home assessment

and proctoring in particular have shown us that most

districts are using one of two ways to proctor:

• Option One: Families proctor their children after they

have attended training sessions and agreed to follow

the district’s protocols (including not helping their

children).

• Option Two: Teachers use videoconferencing

software to proctor students.

We’ve covered family proctoring programs in a recent 

article about three Innovative Education Management

(IEM) virtual charter schools in California. In this 

article, we’re going to share information about using 

videoconferencing software to proctor students during

an at-home Diagnostic. The practices collected here were 

used by schools to assess students at home in spring 2020.

It’s worth noting that Zoom was the most popular

videoconferencing software among the educators

we spoke to, and it’s the software we use to explain

the tips below. However, Curriculum Associates is not

endorsing Zoom speciÿcally. Educators have a number of

software options, so in this article Zoom is meant to be

representative of videoconferencing software in general.

How Schools Use ZoomTM 

to Proctor Assessments

Distance-Learning

Assessment Success

The Takeaway

Technology and Privacy

• Make sure students and teachers have the

technology tools they need.

• Train educators and students in using

videoconferencing software and assessment

program.

• Student privacy is paramount. Ensure

compliance with laws, software security, etc.

Planning and Communications

• Create a “day of” assessment plan. If

necessary, create a separate plan for students

on asynchronous learning paths.

• Administrators communicate with families

ÿrst. Then teachers follow up with families

and students to convey messages on a more

personal level.

• Communication includes an overview of

the test, how it’s helpful, and the logistics of 

assessment day.

Assessment Day

• Diagnostic day: Begins with preparation

and directions, followed by students taking

the Diagnostic and teachers monitoring via

videoconferencing software.

• Stop assessments after the recommended

amount of time for each grade level.

Complete assessments during additional

sessions that follow the same “day of” steps.

Zoom™ is a licensed trademark of Zoom Video Communications, Inc.
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Partnering with Families When Assessing at Home

Fridge Tips for Assessment Day
Sometimes, families need something to serve as a quick reminder of what they need to do to 
properly support their child. Use this one-page “Fridge Tips” to help families remember what to do 
and have suggestions of what to say as they partner with you to support their child.  

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Before the Diagnostic

During the Diagnostic

After the Diagnostic . . . Celebrate!!!

Assessment 
DayFridge Tips

“The Diagnostic is like a vision test—the goal is not to get every 
question correct. It is to show what you know and don’t know so your 
teachers can teach you better.” 

“If the questions feel too challenging, just try your best and move on.”

“The Diagnostic isn’t timed—you can work on it in small, 15- to 30-minute 
chunks.”

Play the role of supportive teacher. Encourage them to do their
best, reassure them, and ofer to take a break.

Remember, not helping them with the answers is the best way to help.

Anticipate some frustration.
Use the phrases below or others here to help your child:

• “Wow. That looks like a very advanced question! Remember, it’s okay 
if you don’t know it. Just try your hardest and give your best guess so that 
i-Ready can fnd your ‘just right’ level. And then move on.”

• “Looks like you could use a  quick break! Do you want 
to fnish this question now or when you get back?”

A quiet, comfortable place to take the test

A device that works with i-Ready, consistent internet connection,
login information, and headphones

Any specifc scheduling, instructions, and/or accommodations
provided by your child’s school

Paper and pencil for taking notes or solving math questions

F
O
R

Make sure your
child knows 
what to expect:

Encourage and
support, but 
DON’T HELP:

Make sure
they’ve got
what they need:

















For more information, tips, and tools, visit i-Ready.com/FamiliesAssessAtHome.

Click here to 
download this 
resource as a 
single page in
English or 
Spanish.

| 36
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Understand district guidanceReview the guidance on who to test, when to test, accommodations
and proctoring expectations, and supports that will be madeavailable.*

* If working in an independent school, determine this guidance for your school.

Create a plan
Determine testing schedule, ensure all have needed technology 
and corresponding training, and put in place systems forongoing support.

Collaborate with teachers/staHelp teachers and staf understand how having reliable data will support instruction, and share timelines, expectations, andplanned support.

Partner with familiesReach out to families and encourage your teachers to do so as well. Communicate early with a simple message and in multiple 
ways to ensure they are ready to partner with you. 

Track completion and aim for 100%
Keep track of Diagnostic completion and follow up as needed, striving to have all students complete the Diagnostic.

1

2

3

4

5

Things for
School Leadersto Do When Students Are Taking the Diagnostic at Home:

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Assessing at Home Kit—For School Leaders

| 10

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/teaching-learning-2020
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/assessing-at-home-support/


© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.  |  10/20 0K

 
  

 
 

 
 

            

 

     

   

   

     
= = = = = =

Equity and Accessibility 
Curriculum Associates fundamentally believes that all students deserve access to high-quality, equitable educational 
resources. As such, we strive to ensure that all learners, regardless of disability, cultural identity, economic status or 
circumstance, and linguistic background can engage with and see themselves refected in our materials. Learn more 
about our approach to equity in learning. 

As part of our commitment to access and equity, Curriculum Associates is dedicated to creating products that are fair 
and accessible to the widest population of students. For detailed information about i-Ready‘s wide range of accessibility 
features, contact your Michigan-based consultants. 

Supporting English Learners 

Growth and Profciency 

Accelerating Growth for Key Groups 

Score Gains for Key Student Groups Receiving i-Ready Personalized Instruction 
Relative to Key Student Groups Not Receiving i-Ready Personalized Instruction 

+53% 

+35% 
+27% 

Reading Mathematics 

+49% 
+38% +42% 

Average 
Growth 

for Students Who 
Did Not Receive 

i-Ready Personalized 
Instruction 

SWD EL SED SWD EL SED 

n 86.7K n 62.9K n 124.1K n 83.1K n 61.7K n 129K 

Typical 576 

Stretch 590 

520 

+14 +28 

Diagnostic 3 Diagnostic 1† Diagnostic 2 

From the start, we design our product suite with English Learners (ELs) in mind. Our  
rigorous grade-level content is informed by research-based best practices and an asset-
based philosophy that recognizes the strengths ELs bring to the classroom. Our instruction  
is designed with these three key principles in mind: Promote Engagement and Access,  
Integrate Strategic Scafolds, and Support Academic Language Development. Learn more. 

i-Ready Personalized Instruction users with an 
average of 45 minutes or more per week 

EL = English Learners 

SWD = Students with Disabilities 

SED = Students with Socioeconomic 
Disadvantages 

Students who are ELs, students with  
disabilities (SWD), and students with  
socioeconomic disadvantages (SED)  
receiving  i-Ready Personalized Instruction  
all saw statistically signifcantly greater  
growth than students from the same  
subgroups who did not have access  
to the program during the 2017–2018  
school year. 

We measure not only growth—but also profciency: where a child is  
with respect to grade-level expectations, using criterion and normative  
measures. 

|   2 

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/equity-in-learning
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/supporting-english-learners
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Interested in learning how to get the most from i-Ready?  
Contact your educational consultant: 

Alcona 

Alger 

Allegan 

Alpena Antrim 

Arenac 

Baraga 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie 

Berrien Branch 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Charlevoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Delta 
Dickinson 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Genesee 

Gladwin 

Gogebic 

Grand Traverse 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 

Houghton 

Huron 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Iosco 

Iron 

Isabella 

Jackson Kalamazoo 

Kalkaska 

Kent 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

Lapeer 

Leelanau 

Lenawee 

Livingston 

Luce 

Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Marquette 

Mason 

Mecosta 

Menominee 

Midland 

Missaukee 

Monroe 

Montcalm 

Montmorency 

Muskegon 

Newaygo 

Oakland 

Oceana 

Ogemaw 

Ontonagon 

Osceola 

Oscoda 

Otsego 

Ottawa 

Presque Isle 

Roscommon 

Saginaw 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shiawassee 

Tuscola 

Van Buren Washtenaw Wayne 

Wexford 

Your Michigan-Based  
Consultants  

Vikki Halstead 
VHalstead@cainc.com 

(989) 577-0305 

Jef Tompkins 
JTompkins@cainc.com 

(313) 316-0141 

  Take the
i-Ready Tour!

 
 

To learn how i-Ready’s  
actionable data and  

instructional resources support  
Michigan teachers and students  

(including information about  
prerequisite and growth  
monitoring reports), visit  

i-Ready.com/Tour. 
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