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ESEA FLEXIBILITY 
Amendment Submission 

 
 
Dear Assistant Secretary:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Michigan Department of Education to request approval to amend the State’s approved ESEA flexibility 
request. The relevant information, outlined in the ESEA Flexibility Amendment Submission Process document, is provided in the table 
below.  
 

Flexibility 
Element(s) 
Affected by 

the 
Amendment 

Brief 
Description of 

Element as 
Originally 
Approved 

Brief Description 
of Requested 
Amendment 

Rationale Process for Consulting with 
Stakeholders, Summary of Comments, 

and Changes Made as a Result   
 

 
2.A, 2.C, 2.D, 
2.E 

Inclusion of 
center‐based 
programs/schools 
in Top‐to‐Bottom 
ranking 

Michigan proposes to 
exempt special 
education centers/ 
center‐based 
programs from 
identification on the 
Priority, Focus, and 
Reward Schools lists 
and from the top‐to‐
bottom ranking. 

The reform models and reform 
principles required by ESEA 
Flexibility do not appropriately 
address the academic 
improvement for special 
education centers/center‐based 
programs.  The schools will still 
receive scorecard ratings based 
on the same growth model for 
all schools, and will address 
improvement concerns through 
monitoring of the School 
Improvement Plan. 

The initial amendment developed for 
submission to USED exempted special 
education centers/center‐based programs 
from identification on the Priority, Focus, and 
Reward Schools lists and maintained the 
special education centers/center‐based 
programs on the top‐to‐bottom ranking.  We 
sent an email to all LEAs and ISDs/ESAs on 
June 20, 2013 and posted a public memo on 
our website inviting comment on this 
proposed amendment through June 27, 2013.  
On June 18, we convened the Community of 
Practitioners for a virtual meeting specifically 
to discuss and solicit feedback on the 
proposed amendment.  We received three 
responses to the solicitation for comment, 
representing three ISDs. 

Feedback from the Committee of Practitioners 
was supportive of the amendment as 
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proposed.  All three ISDs responded to public 
comment with the threat of litigation should 
the MDE submit the amendment as proposed, 
arguing through their legal representation that 
doing so would be in violation of a Stipulated 
Order of Dismissal Without Prejudice entered 
into in January 2013.  All comments received 
through this public comment are attached to 
this document. 

In response to public comments received, the 
MDE revised the proposed amendment to 
remove special education centers/center‐
based programs from the Priority, Focus, and 
Reward Schools lists and from the top‐to‐
bottom ranking. 

The revised amendment will be available for 
public comment from July 11 – July 18, 2013.  
A summary of comments received will be 
forwarded to USED upon close of this second 
public comment period. 

 
 
 
Attached to this letter is a redlined version of the pages from our approved ESEA flexibility request that would be impacted with 
strikeouts and additions to demonstrate how the request would change with approval of the proposed amendment[s]. Please contact 
Abbie Groff-Blaszak at groff-blaszaka@michigan.gov or by phone at 517-335-0011 with a copy to Venessa Keesler, Deputy 
Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer at keeslerv@michigan.gov and Joseph Martineau, Deputy Superintendent at 
martineauj@michigan.gov if you have any questions regarding these proposed amendment[s].  
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Groff-Blaszak, Abigail (MDE)

From: Pritchett, Judy <jpritchett@misd.net>
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 12:09 PM
To: ESEAFlexibility
Subject: Comments Related to the Michigan Proposed Amendment to the Approved ESEA 

Waiver
Attachments: Legal Response 6-27-13.pdf

Importance: High

To:  Michigan Department of Education 
 
In response to Michigan Department of Education’s June 20, 2013 Notice of Public Comment Period for the 
Michigan Proposed Amendment to the Approved Request for ESEA Flexibility, the Macomb Intermediate School 
District (MISD) is submitting our comments to the proposed amendment.  Specifically, we are notifying MDE that 
the proposed amendment would violate the Stipulated Order Of Dismissal Without Prejudice entered by the 
Ingham County Circuit Court on January 17, 2013 which confirmed that MCL 380.1280c does not apply to center 
programs and, therefore, these program cannot be included on the Michigan Top to Bottom ranking list.  Please 
see the attached letter from our lawyers to the Attorney General’s office. 
 
Judith P. Pritchett, PhD 
Chief Academic Officer 
MISD 
586-228-3470 
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Groff-Blaszak, Abigail (MDE)

From: Andrea Murphy <andrea.murphy@monroeisd.us>
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 12:22 PM
To: ESEAFlexibility
Subject: Public Comment to Proposed Amendment to MI Request for ESEA
Attachments: Monroe County ISD to Proposed Amendment to MI Request for ESEA.pdf

Please see the attached comment from the Monroe County ISD.  
 

  
 

Andrea Murphy 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 
Monroe County Intermediate School District 
1101 S. Raisinville Road 
Monroe, MI 48161 
734.242.5799, ext. 1010 
d h @ i d
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Groff-Blaszak, Abigail (MDE)

From: Janet Timbs <timbsj@sisd.cc>
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 4:42 PM
To: ESEAFlexibility
Cc: Richard Syrek; Terri Haswell
Subject: Flexibility amendment language
Attachments: Legal Response 6-27-13.pdf

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
In response to your June 20, 2013 Notice of Public Comment Period for Proposed Amendment to Michigan’s Approved 
Request for ESEA Flexibility, we (the Saginaw Intermediate School District) are submitting our comments on the proposed 
amendment.  The proposed amendment would violate the Stipulated Order of Dismissal Without Prejudice entered by the 
Ingham County Circuit Court on January 17, 2013 which confirmed that MCL 380.1280c does not apply to center 
programs.  Please see the attached letter from our lawyers to the Attorney General’s office. 
 
 
Janet Timbs 
Director of Special Education 
Saginaw ISD 
(989)249-8708 
timbsj@sisd.cc 




























