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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  March 5, 2020     
 
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 
  Public School Academy Directors  

FROM:  Venessa A. Keesler, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent  
 Division of Educator, Student, and School Supports   
  
SUBJECT: CEPI/MSDS Retention Collection Webpage 
 
  
In 2016, the Michigan State Legislature passed Michigan’s Read by Grade Three law 
(MCL 380.1280f) and districts have since been implementing components of the 
law.  As outlined within the law, subsection 16 requires districts to report retention 
decisions to the Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI) no later 
than September 1 of each school year, beginning in 2020.  
  
Districts are responsible for marking each student potentially flagged for retention by 
the 2020 ELA M-STEP as retained or promoted, within the Third Grade Retention 
Collection in the Michigan Student Data System (MSDS).  For each student promoted, 
districts will have to identify the reason or good cause exemption.  While schools do 
not need to submit evidence that supports promotion to the state (e.g., local 
assessment data, Individual Reading Improvement Plans, or portfolios), schools 
should maintain this information in a student’s CA60.  
  
For additional questions and support regarding the Read by Grade Three law, please 
contact the Michigan Department of Education at mde-earlyliteracy@michigan.gov. 
For questions regarding the MSDS, please contact CEPI Customer Support at 
CEPI@michigan.gov.   
 
cc: Michigan Education Alliance 
 
    

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(srxtfztbzho4hxmhqpfavl2o))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1280f
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcepi%2F0%2C4546%2C7-113-986_50502_97863---%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CPiotrowskiK2%40michigan.gov%7C77ff1575bf73449ada9d08d7af01b566%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637170294175163428&sdata=QDetKRVydbeLMzjxpX%2BjHgi4qWlsfJr7oTybeyf4OlY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcepi%2F0%2C4546%2C7-113-986_50502_97863---%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CPiotrowskiK2%40michigan.gov%7C77ff1575bf73449ada9d08d7af01b566%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637170294175163428&sdata=QDetKRVydbeLMzjxpX%2BjHgi4qWlsfJr7oTybeyf4OlY%3D&reserved=0
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