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A Quick Summary of How to Use Census Data 
 
It is important that any organization that wants to open a charter school understand the neighborhood and 
the community that the school will serve.  A community profile must begin with a good definition of the 
community using information from the US Census Bureau.  If you plan to start a school in a large city, 
such as Detroit or Grand Rapids, you will need data by neighborhood, not just for the district.  Some 
questions the Census can answer are   
 

With Whom Do Children Live in My District? 
The Census provides 
essential information on 
the composition of 
families with children.  
This graph asks users to 
think about how a charter 
school will deliver 
services when only half 
of the area’s children live 
with married couple 
families, and half live 
with single parents, 
grandparents or other 
relatives and nonrelatives.   
How should a school 
organize programs for 

these new definitions of families? 
 

Family Composition by Race and Ethnicity in My District 
 

 
Family composition 
differs between racial and 
ethnic communities.  
Targeting programs to 
specific communities will 
increase school 
effectiveness, help target 
at risk groups, and allow 
programs to be linked to 
specific household 
characteristics.   
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Incomes of Families who have Children Enrolled in My School: 
How Does Family Composition Affect the Resources of the Children in A Building? 

 
Schools need to take family income 
into consideration when planning 
class trips or music lessons or 
proposing to add a fee to play sports.  
The financial resources available for 
children vary dramatically by family 
composition. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How Well Do the Children and the Parents in My District Speak English? 
 
 
 
New immigrants are changing the 
face of most school districts in 
this country.  How a charter 
school plans for and meets the 
needs of immigrant children will 
help determine their success in 
school.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

How many children have parents who can help with their algebra homework? 

Many districts have a high percentage of 
parents who are high school graduates or 
who dropped out of high schools.  The 
children of these parents will need extra 
help at school to ensure their success with 
the Michigan Merit Curriculum.  

Income of Families with Children
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The New Census 
 
In the “old days,” The Census was conducted every 10 years and everyone waited patiently for 9 years 
until the next round.  Today, there are multiple censuses.  The one we most commonly consider THE 
Census is the Census of Population and Housing and is conducted every 10 years as required by the US 
Constitution.  The long form of the Census has been replaced by the American Community Survey or 
ACS and is conducted annually and compiled into either 1, 3 or 5 year estimates based on the size of the 
school district (or community).   
 
The Census of Population and Housing 2010 
The Census of Population and Housing is conducted every ten years in the United States.  Census 2010, 
taken on April 1, 2010, counted 312 million people in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.  
Questions were asked of every household:  name, sex, age, relationship between people in the housing 
unit, Hispanic origin, race, and whether the housing unit was owned or rented. 
 
Think of the 2010 Census as showing the numbers of people who live in a community.  Use 
the 2010 Census numbers to obtain counts of the population and their basic characteristics 
(sex, age, race, Hispanic origin, and homeowner status). 
 
The 2010 Census is available at the American FactFinder,  factfinder2.census.gov   .   
 
The American Community Survey (ACS) 
 
The American Community Survey (ACS) replaces the long form from the decennial census.  Unlike the 
long form which selected household filled out during the Census of Population and Housing, ACS is 
collected annually from a sample of households nationwide.  While the 2010 Census shows the number of 
people who live in the U.S., the American Community Survey shows how people live.  ACS includes 
demographic, social, economic, and housing characteristics. 
 
 Think of ACS as including just about every detail you ever wanted to know about your 
community.  
 
The American Community Survey collects and releases data by the calendar year for geographic areas 
that meet specific population thresholds.  American Community Survey 1-, 3-, and 5-year estimates are 
period estimates, which means they represent the characteristics of the population and housing over a 
specific data collection period. Data are combined to produce 12 months, 36 months or 60 months of data. 
These are called 1-year, 3-year and 5-year data. 
 

 
 
At the end of 2010, the Census Bureau released the first round of 60 months of data for the 2005 to 2009 
time period.  This data is available for every geography from a census tract (Tracts usually have between 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/�
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2,500 and 8,000 persons) to school districts, cities and townships.  These geographies will be 
continuously updated every year from now on.  The next release will include 2006 to 2010, followed a 
year later by 2007 to 2011, and so forth. 
 

 
 
  
A Quick Profile for a Single Small City or Township.  
 
Start at www.census.gov   

 
The home page of the Census Bureau changes regularly.  But there will always be a Quick Facts box.  If 
you want data for a town, city, or place with population of at least 5,000, this is the best option.  It is not 
an option is you want neighborhood data for a large city, or example for Southwest Detroit, or Northeast 
Flint.  

 
In the Quick Facts box, 
enter Michigan.  The 
next screen brings up 
data for the state of 
Michigan  

Use drop- down menu to 
enter the name of the 
place you want to view. 

http://www.census.gov/�
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The example will use Harper Woods.  Click on Go. 

This is limited 
information.  Select the 
Browse datasets 
forHarper Woods 
(city) on the top of the 
chart.  This will link 
you to additional data. 

 

 

 

The results will include tables that can be quickly printed and used for the Planning Grant – from 
American Community Survey, review each of the four tables – Social Characteristics, Economic 
Characterisitcs, Housing Characteristics, and Demographic Characteristics. American Community 
Survey is updated annually and is either a three year or five year moving average, depending on the size 
of the city/township.  Also review the  Demographic Profile from the 2010 Census. 

 

Note the tables provided are available in Excel or as PDF files to be printed out.    
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For school districts or neighborhoods within a large city: American 
Factfinder  
 
American FactFinder is the primary search engine for Census data.  For data on specific Detroit 
neighborhoods, use AFF. 

 
At the Census Bureau 
home page, select Data, 
American Factfinder. 

 

 

 

  
 

 
The fastest search 

for a single 
district or 
neighborhood is 
to use the 
Address Search 
function. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Type in the 
address of a 
school (or 
place).  A 
sample 
address has 
been 
entered.  
Click on Go. 
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If you are interested in a neighborhood, select Census Tract. Click on that and you will see it will be added to 
your selections at the top left of your screen.  You can type in another address if you are considering 
multiple locations.  If you want a school district, select that option.  For the example, three census tracts in 
Detroit will be added to the selections.   
 

 
 
Note that your selections will all be added to the selections box.  When you have completed your geographic 
selections, click on Close on the grey bar at the top right corner of the address bar. 
 
The next screen will include formatted tables from either ACS or from the 2010 Census.   
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Make your selections by clicking on the boxes of tables you wish to View.  Recommended tables are 
 
DP02:  Selected Social Characteristics in te United States 
DP03:  Selected Economic Characteristics 
DP04:  Selected Housing Characteristics 
DP05:  ACS Demographic and Housing Estimates 
S0101:  Age and Sex 
S0901:  Child Characteristics 
S0902:  Characteristics of teenagers 15 to 19 years old 
S1101:  Households and Families 
 
When you have finished, click on View to refine your search. 

 
The first table selected will 
show up, and you can use the 
arrow keys at the top to scroll 
through all the tables selected.  
You can also choose to 
download the tables as Excel 
files or PDF.   
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You many continue to scroll through all the tables available and select those you want to view or 
download.   

  


