
What are frequently asked questions related to centers? 

What is the Child and Adult Care Food Program? 

The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) is a United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) program.  It provides cash reimbursement for nutritious meals 
and helps develop positive eating habits for children enrolled in nonresidential child 

care centers and day care homes. 

Who can participate? 

Any public or private nonprofit organization providing licensed or approved 

nonresidential child care services may participate.  These include child care centers, 
Head Start centers, 21st Century Community Learning centers, emergency shelters 

serving homeless children, and day care homes. 
 
Organizations providing after school care to youth up to 18 may qualify for snack 

and supper reimbursement at the Category A rate during the school year.  The after 
school care must be located in an attendance area of a school where at least 50% 

of the enrollment are eligible for free and reduced price meals. 
 

Private for-profit centers that receive compensation under Title XX of the Social 
Security Act may qualify.  At least 25% of the enrolled children or 25% of the 
licensed capacity must be Title XX beneficiaries or eligible for free (Category A) or 

reduced price meals (Category B). 

What are center eligibility requirements? 

All centers must be licensed or approved by the Bureau of Child and Adult 

Licensing, Department of Human Services or have federal (military or tribal) 
licensing or approval.  The center must be nonresidential. 

 
After school care programs exempt from child day care licensing must meet state or 
local health and safety standards. 

How does the program operate? 

Child care centers apply for CACFP participation with the Michigan Department of 
Education as an independent center or under the auspices of a sponsoring 

organization which accepts final administrative and financial responsibility for 
CACFP operations. 

What are meal service and participation requirements? 

Participating centers may be approved to receive reimbursement for up to two 
meals and one snack or two snacks and one meal per child per day.  Meals must 
meet the meal pattern requirements identified in the CACFP regulations. 

 
Children must be enrolled in the child care program and within the regulatory age 

limits; children 0-12 years old; migrant children 0-15 years old; and all 
handicapped children, regardless of age, if the majority of the enrollees in the child 
care center are 18 years old or younger; and youth through age 18 in eligible after 

school programs and emergency shelters. 



What are the rates of reimbursement? 

Reimbursement rates vary according to the need level of the child.  Categories are 

determined by the family size and income of each child’s family.  In some cases, 
children are automatically eligible for Category A reimbursement.  Children who are 
recipients of Food Stamps, FIP benefits, emergency shelter children, or enrolled in a 

Head Start program and are income eligible for Head Start, are automatically 
eligible for Category A. 

 
Reimbursement Rates 

July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 

 
CHILD CARE CENTERS 

CATEGORY BREAKFAST LUNCH/SUPPER SNACK 

Category A (Free) $1.71 $3.16 $. 86 

Category B (Reduced) $1.41 $2.76 $ .43 

Category C (Paid) $ .29 $ .30 $ .07 

An additional $.23 cash-in-lieu of commodities is paid for each lunch and supper served 

 
Rate is for each meal, meeting CACFP requirements, served to each participating 

child.  Each meal or snack served to an enrolled child is reimbursed at the rates 
established annually by the USDA. 

What are the record keeping requirements? 

At a minimum, the following records must be maintained by participating centers.  
This list is not all inclusive. 

 CACFP application 
 Center attendance records 
 Enrollment records 

 Menu record 
 Meal attendance records 

 Number of meals/snacks served to adults 
 Household Income Eligibility Statements 
 Food service program operating costs and income 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 

employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, religious 

creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 

information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 

benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 



 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: USDA-Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

(http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html), and at any USDA  
office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 

866-632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 202-690-7442; 
or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. 
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