Civics and Government    Big Idea Activity Resource                                   


Big Ideas about Foreign Policy
High School Civics and Government

	High School Content Expectations

	4.1.1 Identify and evaluate major foreign policy positions that have characterized the United States’ relations with the world (e.g., isolated nation, imperial power, world leader) in light of foundational values and principles, provide examples of how they were implemented and their consequences (e.g., Spanish-American War, Cold War containment)



	4.1.2 Describe the process by which United States foreign policy is made, including the powers the

Constitution gives to the president; Congress and the judiciary; and the roles federal agencies, domestic interest groups, the public, and the media play in foreign policy.



	4.1.3 Evaluate the means used to implement U.S. foreign policy with respect to current or past international issues (e.g., diplomacy, economic, military and humanitarian aid, treaties, sanctions, military intervention, and covert action).



	4.1.4 Using at least two historical examples, explain reasons for, and consequences of, conflicts that arise when international disputes cannot be resolved peacefully.




Reword the following statements to represent BIG ideas.
The United States increased power as a world leader as a result of Spanish-American War.

The consequences of adopting a Cold War containment policy were unknown and in the future.

The Marshall Plan was an effective foreign policy decision taken following World War II.

There was a large domestic consequence to the United States’ military involvement in Viet Nam.

1. Check your work. Do the big ideas you wrote apply across time and space?  Give an example?

2. Will you be able to use the big ideas you have written for other units that you will teach this year? When?
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