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In the Center Ring:  The World Is a Scary Place








Food Fact: More than 90% of the poultry and poultry products sold in the United States supermarkets and consumed by Americans comes from just 10 large companies.





Foods and Pesticides: The foods with the highest “pesticide load” are peaches, apples, bell peppers, celery, nectarines, and strawberries.  





Safety:  Injury in the home is extremely common, accounting for approximately one-third of all injuries.  Children under age 5 and adults over age 70 are the highest risk groups for home injury.





Health and Wellness: Our very own Wellness Team is leading us “To Hell and Back!”





Technology:  Our world is changing exponentially – check out this presentation to see what you know about that change:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mi-life.org/MEMSPA" ��http://www.mi-life.org/MEMSPA�














Participate in a Program or Event at the Michigan Library and Historical Center





Statehood Day / 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Mackinac Bridge


Saturday, Jan. 27 - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (FREE)





Statehood Day 2007 honors the 170th birthday of the Great Lakes State. It was on January 26, 1837, that Michigan joined the Union as the nation's 26th state.  This year the Michigan Historical Museum, MDOT and the Mackinac Bridge Authority are extending the family-friendly celebration to mark another milestone in Michigan history, the 50th anniversary of the Mackinac Bridge.  Highlights for the day include:





- the first 100 people will enjoy delicious birthday cake!


- an historic overview of the Mackinac Bridge by a bridge engineer


- 1950s music performed by Frog and the Beeftones


- a display of Mackinac Bridge-related material from the Archives of Michigan


- hands-on bridge-building fun for kids of all ages


- presentation about Native American and French travel along the Straits of Mackinac


- an overview of historic photos of the Mackinac bridge


- 50th anniversary Mackinac Bridge commemorative tokens


- talk with a maintenance crew member from the Mackinac Bridge and learn what it's like to work hundreds of feet above the Straits of Mackinac





New Exhibit: "Working America: Photographs from the Ewing Galloway Agency, 1910-1950"


Feb. 1 through June 17, 2007 (FREE)





For more great ideas: www.michigan.gov/museum 
































Go See a Play





Meet Ken, a decent family man.  Ken could be any one of us — going to work, fulfilling his obligations — until one day it strikes him that he doesn’t believe in God.  Ken’s journey from home to London and back is chronicled in “The Man From Nebraska” a play by Tracy Letts, which was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. The play is being presented at the Riverwalk Theatre, January 25 - February 4, directed by Addiann Hinds.





Our own Sandra Marlowe is on the stage crew and gives us this quick review.  “There are 28 scenes, which means that stage crew changes the set for each scene - I think I'm on stage more for this than many of the plays I've acted in!  I think this play is community theater at its best - the acting is truly wonderful, great direction, and a story that makes you think, laugh, and cry.” 





Call 482-5700 for Reservations or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:Riverwalk@acd.net" �Riverwalk@acd.net�


Fri - Sun: $14 ($12 student/senior)


Bargain Thursdays $10 ($8 Student/Senior)








So Do We Just Give Up?  No Way!!





For helpful information about purchasing food you may want to visit the Food News website and start purchasing organic bell peppers and apples.





http://foodnews.org/  





The Home Safety Council website has lots of helpful tips and information.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/index.aspx" ��http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/index.aspx�





And don’t forget to take care of yourself – walking to Hell and back is just the first 100 miles of the trip!











Resist Sameness – a brief quote from Dan Mulhern’s Reading for Leading





“Leaders have to question the same old same old, the muscle memory, the déjà vu all over again.  Cuz stuff keeps changing.  Like the kids who keep developing, the students who are different than last year’s, the customer, the competition, the board, the community, the parents, the spouse.  Leaders watch.  Leaders choose reality and ask whether the muscle memory is still functional.  Leaders keep noticing what’s different and encouraging their teams, followers, kids, colleagues to see what’s really here right now, and whether yesterday’s solutions really work.”











Celebrate Resourcefulness





The Michigan Department of Transportation has volunteered to ship their extra maps from 2005 and 2006 to Michigan teachers. The Regional Educational Media Centers (REMC) assisted by contacting districts in their regions to see if they were interested in receiving maps. This resulted in most REMCs requesting one for every fourth grader--the grade level which encompasses both map reading skills and MI geography.  A perfect fit! Valuable teacher resources come along with the maps to assist in lesson planning. 


 


MDOT will mail the maps out to each district identified by the REMC Directors.


 


Ricki Chowning, the Executive Director for the REMC's, and Robert Tisdale from MDOT, were instrumental in assisting with this effort, and Barb Fardell shared this information with us.  








Say Good-bye, Say Hello,


Say Congratulations





Retiring:  Marleen Higbee


Last Day at the MDE:  February 28, 2007





New Hire:  Wade Dilley


Michigan School for the Deaf 


Start Date:  January 16, 2007





Promotion:  Frances Loose


Special Education and Early Intervention Services


Effective:  January 1, 2007














Artists can color the sky red because they know it's blue. Those of us who aren't artists must color things the way they really are or people might think we're stupid.





Jules Feiffer











