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In Michigan, four funding sources are specifically targeted to English Learners (ELs).  Each of the funding sources have unique attributes and it is important for Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to have a clear understanding of the timelines for each funding source so that students can reap the most benefit from these funds.
State of Michigan Funds
Section 41 Bilingual

Purpose: Section 41 Bilingual funds provide additional funds to LEAs for ELs that are at the most basic levels of English proficiency.  This funding source can be used to target additional services, materials and supports to students currently identified at the targeted World-class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) Proficiency Level (PL).  Teacher professional learning as well as courses that enable teachers to earn the English as a Second Language (ESL) or Bilingual Education endorsement may also be purchased with this funding source.
Program Services: LEAs must provide direct, evidence-based bilingual/ESL instruction by certified and ESL- or Bilingual Education-endorsed teachers to ensure high quality instruction.  In the absence of a bilingual/ESL teacher a written plan for how they will employ an endorsed Highly Qualified teacher within five years (please add this description to the program plan in the Michigan Electronic Grants System Plus [MEGS+]).
Program Design: Program design and delivery of instruction should focus on helping students acquire English at academic levels that prepare them for meeting the State English Language Proficiency (ELP) and content standards.  Highly qualified paraprofessionals may be hired to support students under the direct supervision of highly qualified bilingual/ESL teachers or teachers with Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) training as a stop-gap measure.
Allowable Costs: Section 41 Bilingual funds are intended to support students currently performing at the WIDA English language PL of 1-3.9 only.  Allowable expenditures include direct instruction by ESL- or Bilingual Education-endorsed staff, professional development, computer assisted instruction, parent engagement, the purchase of English Language Development (ELD) instructional materials, and transportation to support extended learning and community activities.  All expenditures are to be directed to the support of ELD and academic content attainment for the eligible students.
Unallowable Costs: Indirect costs, administrative costs, pupil support services, health and social needs, capital outlays, and regular school bus transportation services are not allowed.
Description: The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) divides the allocation appropriation of thirteen million dollars between the number of students at the WIDA PL of 1.0-1.9, 2.0-2.9 and 3.0-3.9 from the prior school year’s WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS data.  The law states that students in 1.0-1.9 PL should be granted $900.00/student, those in the 2.0-2.9 PL should be granted $620.00/student, and those in the 3.0-3.9 PL should be granted $100.00/student.  If the funds are insufficient, the MDE pro-rates the funds per pupil to maintain a similar proportion to the original funding.  For the 2020-21 school year, the prorated allocations amounts to $481 (1.9 or less), $332 (2.0-2.9), and $53 (3.0-3.9) per student (amounts may vary due to rounding).


Timeline: Section 41 Bilingual funds are included in the State budget.  Find the full OES Applications Schedule here.
· September 1 of each year Preliminary Allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page Note: State funding is dependent upon passage of the annual budget in a timely manner.  If the budget has not been passed by July 1, this date may change.
· September 1 – September 21 (2020-21 only October 5 – October 23)
· LEAs complete and submit applications for the Section 41 Bilingual Education funds in MEGS+
· September 21 (2020-21 only October 23)– Applications close and all funds are distributed among the applicants.  Note: no late applications are able to be accepted because all funds will have been allocated to applicants.
· October 1 (2020-21 only November 1) – Final allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· October 1 – November – December (2019-20 only)
· LEAs update their applications to match the final allocation 
· The MDE EL Consultant reviews and approves the applications
· As applications are submitted and approved, the funding is sent to the State Allocation Management System (SAMS) on the 1st of the following month and the first payment will arrive to the LEA on or around the 20th of that month.  For example, if an application is approved on October 15, the allocation will be uploaded into SAMS on November 1 and the LEA will receive the first payment of the funds on or around November 20.
· The payments are split equally among the remaining months of the SAMS payments for the year.  For example: if the payments start in November and there are ten remaining SAMS payments then the LEA will receive 1/10 of the allocation in November and will receive another 1/10 payment for each of the following months in the fiscal year (FY).
Program Report
· Each year on or before July 15, the LEA must submit a report to the MDE that demonstrates the amount of funds that were spent.  Failure to submit this report on time will result in the retention of the August payment.  If the report is not submitted by the end of the fiscal year (September 30) the LEA will become ineligible for the funding in the subsequent fiscal year.
· Every other year, the LEA must submit an evaluation of the effectiveness of the desired outcomes identified in the Section 41 Bilingual application in addition to the fiscal report.
Unspent Funds
· LEAs will have until September 30 of the following FY to spend the funds.  Any unspent carryover funds must be returned to the MDE.
· If LEAs have unspent funds from the prior FY, they must attach an Excel spreadsheet to the current year’s Section 41 Bilingual Education application, detailing the plan for spending the prior year’s unspent funding. For this program “unspent” funds refer to approved allocated budget funds, rather than funds that were not approved through the application process.


How to Apply
· Open MEGS+
· [bookmark: _Hlk18676457]Click the VIEW AVAILABLE APPLICATIONS/TASKS Button
[image: ]
· Find the Section 41 Bilingual Education grant program and select the “Initiate” button and then select “I Agree”
· On the View/Edit screen, fill out each of the Pages completely:
[image: ]

Many times, when Section 41 applications are returned for modifications, it is because the objective is not measurable or is not tied to student achievement.  
If the LEA chooses to use WIDA data, here are some suggested ways that the objectives could be formatted:
· ELs scoring between 1.0 and 1.9 composite* on WIDA ACCESS 2019 in grade levels ______ will increase their composite* score by at least _______ proficiency levels on WIDA ACCESS 2020.
· ELs scoring between 2.0 and 2.9 composite* on WIDA ACCESS 2019 in grade levels ______ will increase their composite* score by at least _______ proficiency levels on WIDA ACCESS 2020.
· ELs scoring between 3.0 and 3.9 composite* on WIDA ACCESS 2019 in grade levels _____ will increase their composite* score by at least _______ proficiency levels on WIDA ACCESS 2020.
*Composite score could be replaced with a specific domain.

If the LEA chooses to use NWEA data, here is a suggested format for the objective (this same format could be used for IReady, Fountas and Pinnell, DRA, etc…):
· ELs in _____ grade(s), ELs will increase their RIT score by an average of _____ points in the area of *Reading on the 2020 spring administration of the NWEA MAP.
· ELs in _____ grade(s), ELs will increase their RIT score by an average of _____ points in the area of *Reading comprehension on the 2020 spring administration of the NWEA MAP.
*Please choose the most appropriate assessment or sub strand that correlates with the plan. 
If local assessments are chosen:
· Write a SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) appropriate for the context.
· Data options:
·  WIDA Interpretive Rubric for Writing and Speaking Grades 1-12
· DRA, NWEA, iReady, Imagine Learning, other local benchmark assessments
· WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

Once all portions of the grant application have been completed as listed on the View/Edit screen, change the status to “Submit Application”.  Any global errors which require attention will show up on the next screen.  If there are no errors, the status will change to “Application Submitted”.

Federal Funds
Title III - EL

Purpose: Subject to Supplement not Supplant, Title III - EL funds are designed to support LEAs to implement, carry out, restructure or reform language instruction educational programs and academic content instruction programs in schools and across LEAs for ELs.  These funds support students ELD as well as support them to gain meaningful access to the core curriculum,
Required Activities: Title III - EL funding requires the following activities: ESEA 3115(c)
· Increase the ELP of ELs by providing language instruction that supports ELs to demonstrate success in increasing their ELP and academic achievement.
· Provide effective professional development to classroom teachers and EL teachers, principals, and other school leaders/administrators and school/community-based organizational personnel (no one day or short-term workshops allowed).  Professional development must be part of a cohesive plan to meet the needs to the individual teachers.  The professional development sessions need “to have a positive and lasting impact on the teachers’ performance in the classroom” ESEA 3115(c)(2)(D).
· Provide and implement effective activities and strategies that enhance language instruction including parents, families, and community engagement activities.  This may include strategies that serve to coordinate and align related programs.
Additional Potentially-Allowable Activities: ESEA 3115(d)
(1) Upgrading program objectives and effective instructional strategies.
(2) Improving the instructional program for English learners by identifying, acquiring, and upgrading curricula, instructional materials, educational software, and assessment procedures.
(3) Providing to English learners—
a) tutorials and academic or career and technical education; and
b) intensified instruction, which may include materials in a language that the student can understand, interpreters, and translators.
(4) Developing and implementing effective preschool, elementary school, or secondary school language instruction educational programs that are coordinated with other relevant programs and services.
(5) Improving the English language proficiency and academic achievement of English learners.
(6) Providing community participation programs, family literacy services, and parent and family outreach and training activities to English learners and their families—
a) to improve the English language skills of English learners; and
b) to assist parents and families in helping their children to improve their academic achievement and becoming active participants in the education of their children.
(7) Improving the instruction of English learners, which may include English learners with a disability, by providing for—
a) the acquisition or development of educational technology or instructional materials;
b) access to, and participation in, electronic networks for materials, training, and communication; and
c) incorporation of the resources described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) into curricula and programs, such as those funded under this subpart.
(8) Offering early college high school or dual or concurrent enrollment programs or courses designed to help English learners achieve success in postsecondary education.
(9) Carrying out other activities that are consistent with the purposes of this section.
Timeline: Find the full OES Applications Schedule here
LEAs with $18,000+ Allocation and Consortium Members
· Spring: For LEAs that received Title III - EL funding in the prior FY, Estimated Allocations are provided as a rough idea of the minimum amount of funding an LEA might expect for budgeting purposes
· July 1: Consolidated Applications are due for July 1 obligation date
· September 1 of each year Preliminary Allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· September 1 – 12
· LEAs who are required to join a consortium to receive funding must have completed the consortium joining process to allow final allocation calculations
· October 1 – Final allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· October 1 – January 15
· LEAs update their applications to match the final allocation
· The MDE EL Consultant in partnership with the Regional Education Consultants review and approve the applications
Non-Consortium Member LEAs with Less than $18,000 Allocation
· Spring: For LEAs that received Title III - EL funding in the prior FY, Estimated Allocations are provided as a rough idea of the minimum amount of funding an LEA might expect for budgeting purposes.  For LEAs with less than 18,000, this amount is not loaded into the MEGS+ Consolidated Application.
· July 1: Consolidated Applications are due for July 1 obligation date
· No estimated allocation will show up in the Consolidated Application for this group of LEAs
· September 1 of each year Preliminary Allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· October 1 – Final allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· October 1 – January 15
· LEAs enter their budget it into the MEGS+, Consolidated Application to match the final allocation
· The MDE EL Consultant in partnership with the Regional Education Consultants review and approve the applications
Unspent Funds
· LEAs will have until September 30 of the following FY to spend the funds.  In the current year budgeting process funds will be available as carryover.


How to Apply
· Open MEGS+
· Click on the Quick Search link
· In Application/Task select Consolidated Application in the dropdown menu
· In Fiscal Year enter 2021
· Click Search
[image: Image of MEGS+ Quick Search Screen]
· Click on Agency to open the Consolidated Application
· On the View/Edit screen, under Budget Information, click Title III, Part A – Language Instruction for English Learners:
[image: ]
· Once inside the specific budget, create the budget as any other budget for Federal funding


Consortium
· LEAs with a Preliminary Allocation of less than $10,000 (ESSA 3114(b)) must join a consortium to gain access to the Title III - EL funds.  LEAs must join a consortium before the annual mid-September (usually around September 11 or 12) deadline or they will forfeit their Title III - EL funding for that school year.
HOW TO FORM A CONSORTIUM (for Fiscal Agents):
1. Open up the Consolidated Application
2. Open the “View/Edit” page and click on the “School Level Budget/Consortium Member” link
[image: ]
3. On the page that loads, click on the “Consortium Member Search” link
[image: ]
This will  bring up consortium members for all grants in this application that have been invited to join a consortium or have already accepted an invitation to join a consortium.
4. To add an Agency, enter the Agency Code for the new LEA to invite into consortium in the Agency Name (partial) or Agency Code/Agreement Number window and click SEARCH:
[image: ]
5. The Agency will appear on the screen (image below).  Check the box next to the Agency you wish to invite.
6. Select the appropriate grant in the dropdown window to the right of the Agency name
[image: ]
7. Click “SAVE” at the top of the page
8. The Agency will now appear in your consortium member list with “NO RESPONSE” in the “Invitation Response” column.  You can monitor this column to determine if an Agency has or hasn’t responded.
9. An auto-generated e-mail from MEGS+ will be sent to the invited Agency that includes instructions on how to join your consortium.  When the Agency responds, their response automatically appears in the fiscal agent’s consortium list.

HOW TO JOIN A CONSORTIUM (for Invited Agencies):
1. Once you receive the MEGS+ automatically-generated e-mail inviting your Agency into a grant consortium, login to MEGS+.  The Consolidated Application of the fiscal agent that issued the invitation should be available in your “My Tasks/Applications” list.  If it is not, select “Quick Search” at the top of the MEGS+ main page, and search for “Consolidated Application.”  The fiscal agent’s Consolidated Application will appear.  Click the “Identifier” link to open the application:
[image: ]


2. Open the “View/Edit” page of the application and click on the “Consortium Member Acceptance” link in the under “General Information” in the Forms section:
[image: ]
3. Select the approriate label in the dropdown window, and then click “NOTIFY FISCAL AGENT” at the top of the page and you’re done.  The fiscal agents’application will show your Agency as belonging to its consortium.
[image: ]

HOW TO DROP A CONSORTIUM MEMBER:
1. Click the School Level Budget Information/Consortium Member link
[image: ]
2. Click the Consortium Member Search Link
[image: ]
3. From the list of Agencies who are part of the consortium, remove the check next to their name:
[image: ]
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4. Click Save:
[image: ]


5. The unchecked Agency will then no longer appear on the consortium list and will be free to either apply on their own for funding or join a new consortium

[image: ]
6. 

Title III - Immigrant

Purpose: Subject to Supplement not Supplant, Title III - Immigrant funds are designed to support LEAs to enhance instructional opportunities for immigrant children and youth.  ESEA 3115(e)
Additional Potentially Allowable Activities: ESEA 3115(e)(1)
(A) family literacy, parent and family outreach, and training activities designed to assist parents and families to become active participants in the education of their children;
(B) recruitment of, and support for, personnel, including teachers and paraprofessionals who have been specifically trained, or are being trained, to provide services to immigrant children and youth;
(C) provision of tutorials, mentoring, and academic or career counseling for immigrant children and youth;
(D) identification, development, and acquisition of curricular materials, educational software, and technologies to be used in the program carried out with awarded funds;
(E) basic instructional services that are directly attributable to the presence of immigrant children and youth in the local educational agency involved, including the payment of costs of providing additional classroom supplies, costs of transportation, or such other costs as are directly attributable to such additional basic instructional services;
(F) other instructional services that are designed to assist immigrant children and youth to achieve in elementary schools and secondary schools in the United States, such as programs of introduction to the educational system and civics education; and
(G) activities, coordinated with community-based organizations, institutions of higher education, private sector entities, or other entities with expertise in working with immigrants, to assist parents and families of immigrant children and youth by offering comprehensive community services.
Timeline: Find the full OES Applications Schedule here
· July 1 – All Consolidated Applications are due
· Place the Title III - Immigrant in the status of “Apply Later” or “Do Not Apply” on the Review Grant Selections screen
· October 1 – Final allocations are posted to the MDE Program Allocations page
· October 1 – January 15
· LEAs complete and submit applications for the Title III - EL funds
· The MDE EL Consultant, in partnership with the Regional Educational Consultants, review and approve the applications
Carryover (Unspent) Funds
· After the Final Expenditure Report (FER) has been certified in the Cash Management System (CMS), the unspent (carryover) amount will load into the Budget Summary page for the current FY.
· If your LEA had an allocation but did not apply for the funds in the previous FY, the allocation will come forward as carryover when you choose “Apply Now” or “Apply Later” under “Review Grant Selections” in the Consolidated Application.
· To use these carryover funds, you must budget the amounts along with the current allocated amount in the Consolidated Application.  These funds will come into the application after the FER is certified in CMS if any funds had been applied for in the previous year.  The timing usually coincides with the final allocation during the amendment period.
How to Apply
· Open MEGS+
· Click the VIEW AVAILABLE APPLICATIONS/TASKS Button
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· Find the Consolidated Application and select the “Initiate” button and then select “I Agree”
· Inside View/Edit, Click on Title III Part A – Language Instruction for Immigrant Students:
[image: ]
· Once inside the specific budget, create the budget as you would any other budget for Federal funding
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