Fall 2016

Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) –
Everything You Need to Know
What is the KEA?

The KEA’s Purpose

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has
selected GOLD® online, an observation-based assessment
system, for use as the KEA, and has customized the tool
to meet the needs in Michigan. Michigan’s Kindergarten
Entry Assessment (KEA) is a researched authentic
observational system for assessing children in the first
45 days of kindergarten that has proven to be valid and
reliable. Because of its observational nature, the KEA is
culturally and linguistically responsive and inclusive of all
children and families. It helps teachers observe children in
the context of everyday experiences, which is an effective
way for teachers get to know their students well and find
out what they know and can do. The KEA also aligns well
with Michigan’s Early Childhood Standards of Quality for
Prekindergarten.

The KEA is not a kindergarten screener, teacher or
program evaluation tool, or kindergarten readiness
assessment. The MDE finds those uses inappropriate for
this assessment. The KEA is intended to provide teachers
and parents with important criterion-based information
about a child’s learning and development in five domains at
the beginning of kindergarten so that teachers can inform
individual instruction and parents can provide learning
opportunities beyond the school day.
One of the greatest benefits of the KEA is information
collected through other assessment tools or screeners can
be used to inform a student’s KEA. You will see that you
are likely already collecting many pieces of information that
align with the objectives and dimensions of a KEA.

The Five Domains
The five domains are:
•

•

Mathematics – Learning early mathematical concepts
strengthen young children’s problem-solving and
reasoning skills. The ability to count, measure,
identify shapes, compose and decompose numbers is
essential to future academic success and to participate
in daily life activities.
Literacy and Language – Literacy begins with
language development. Language allows children to
participate both cognitively and affectively within the
school setting. Reading, writing, and speaking provide
the tools children need to interact with others and
to represent their ideas, thoughts, and experiences.
Effective communication with others is basic to this
dimension.

•

Approaches toward Learning – A child’s attitude
toward and interest in learning define his or her
approaches toward learning. Curiosity, creativity,
independence, cooperation, and persistence are some
of the approaches that enhance early learning and
development. This domain is manifested in every other
domain.

•

Social and Emotional Development – Developing
strong relationships with adults and other children help
children positively participate in classroom and school
activities. In addition, developing strong relationships
help children develop characteristics such as selfconfidence that are useful when trying to make and
keep friends and when cooperating in groups.

•

Physical Well-Being and Motor
Development – Healthy children are ready children.
Healthy children are more prepared to learn and
perform at higher levels. Large/gross and small/
fine motor skills are essential for health and for
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accomplishing school tasks such as cutting, coloring,
using a pencil, keyboarding, and navigating the
Internet.

KEA Domain Selection
In 1995, the National Education Goals Panel identified
these five essential dimensions (developmental domains)
of early development and learning as relevant to school
readiness.
Child Trends, a nonprofit, nonpartisan research center,
reports the following about the importance of assessing
these five domains.
School readiness, a multi-dimensional concept, conveys
important advantages. Children who enter school with
early skills, such as a basic knowledge of math and
reading, are more likely than their peers to experience
later academic success, attain higher levels of education,
and secure employment. Absence of these and other skills
may contribute to even greater disparities down the road.
For example, one study found that gaps in math, reading,
and vocabulary skills evident at elementary school entry
explained at least half of the racial gap in high school
achievement scores.
In addition, their report includes the importance of
assessing the noncognitive domains.
While cognitive development and early literacy are
important for children’s school readiness and early success
in school, other areas of development (i.e., health, social
development, engagement) may be of equal or greater
importance.
Retrieved from Internet on June 5, 2013: http://www.
childtrends.org/?indicators=early-school-readiness.

Furthermore, research about school readiness suggests
that a child’s approaches toward learning are powerful
predictors of his or her later success in school.

Objectives
A revised set of objectives was used in the 2015 Fall KEA
and will be available in 2016.

Reports for the Classroom
The KEA provides aggregated and disaggregated reports
that show what a child knows and is able to do in the
five domains assessed. The following are available to
educators:
o Development and Learning Report
o Class Profile
o Individual Child
o Snapshot
For more information about the reports generated by KEA
data please review the GOLD Reports document at https://
gold.teachingstrategies.com/content/GOLD/helpitems/
GOLD%20Reports%20Brochure_2015.pdf.

Basics of the Observation Tool
The KEA facilitates teachers learning the strengths their
students bring with them during their first few weeks of
school. Once teachers complete the observations they will
then need to enter the information into the online GOLD
system. Once that process is complete they will then have
immediate access to individual student and class reports
that the system will generate. Teachers can use these
reports to inform their instruction for the beginning of the
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year and to share the strengths of children
with parents and families. Districts, schools, and
teachers can decide to use this assessment throughout
the school year, at no further charge, documenting
student growth and accessing intervention plans
when necessary, for each domain.
Teachers will be expected to gather documentation
around the KEA Objectives. Documentation is the
evidence teachers gather to support the professional
judgment about the child’s developing skills, abilities and
behaviors. Teachers can store their documentation online
or through files, and can combine the online and paper
file documentation options. Many teachers prefer to use
the Documentation App to quickly collect and upload
documentation for their students.
To reiterate, documentation is the evidence teachers
gather to support their judgments and data entry is the
process of making judgments about students’ skills,
knowledge and abilities.

Length of Time for Observations and Entering
Student Data
Because this is an observational measure based on
children’s participation in the kindergarten classroom,
completion times for the observation, documentation, and
data entry process vary from teacher to teacher, and it gets
easier and quicker with time and repeated use.
Based on experiences from others using the tool, the
estimate for entering checkpoint information online is 20
to 60 minutes per child with additional time devoted to
gathering evidence for entering the checkpoint information.
Use of the new KEA Observation Tool will make the

assessment process go even quicker. Teachers should not
wait until the end of the observation period to enter data.
Because the KEA is an observation-based tool, teachers
need time to observe. But it is appropriate to enter data
over time. The tool will be available to teachers at the start
of the school year.

Observation Window
The fall Observation Window, including data entry, is
typically scheduled September 6 – October 31, 2016 as
the most valid and reliable data is gathered during the
first 8 weeks of school. This is to ensure kindergarten
entrance skills are being measured without the impact of
classroom instruction as much as possible. If the student
demonstrates the knowledge, skill or behavior during the
observation period, it should be recorded.
Assessing children on some of the dimensions prior to
the start of the school year is not allowable. However,
the choice to use this tool at no extra cost at additional
points in time after the school year has begun is a district
decision. Dates and times can be locally determined.

Administrator Qualifications
Certified Kindergarten teachers are able to observe, gather
documentation, and enter student data. Paraprofessionals
or other support people in the classrooms can, under
the teacher’s direction, help gather documentation in the

forms of photos, videos, or work samples for the teacher to
review and evaluate. Because paraprofessionals have not
been trained in using the tool, they should not be asked to
enter information into the online system. To ensure student
privacy, teachers should never share their password with
anyone.
In order to assure that the data is reliable and of high
quality, only people trained on the KEA observation
protocol may observe and enter data. However,
kindergarten teachers may find it helpful to consult with the
speech and language staff and Title I teachers as well as
their physical education teacher colleagues to help set up
activities that assist and inform the kindergarten teacher on
a variety of dimensions

Training
Teachers are required to complete Inter-rater Reliability
Certification by before the first check point. This will assist
teachers in feeling confident that their rating of individual
students’ abilities is consistent with the rating another
teacher would provide for that same student.
Professional development (PD) will take place
August 16, 17, 18, 2016 for those schools who
have chosen to participate in the 2016-17 school
year. PD will include a 3-day training on creating
activities for observational assessment and the
changes to the Gold Tool.
				

Michigan Specific Questions
Email: baa@michigan.gov
Website: www.michigan.gov/kea
GOLD® Support
Teaching Strategies Technical Support Hotline
Monday–Friday 7:00 am–9:00 pm ET
(866)-736-5913
Additional Comments or Questions: implementation@teachingstrategies.com

