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MEMORANDUM 
 

 

DATE:  December 7, 2020 

 

TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 

 Public School Academy Directors 
 Nonpublic School Administrators    
 

FROM:  Michael F. Rice, Ph.D., State Superintendent   
 

SUBJECT:  Extension of the Epidemic Order - MEMO #COVID-19-141 
 

In a press conference this afternoon, Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Director Robert Gordon 

extended by 12 days the epidemic order that restricts indoor social gatherings and 
other group activities. The additional 12 days will allow more time to determine the 

full impact of the Thanksgiving holiday on the spread of COVID-19 across Michigan.  

The order will keep existing measures in place through Dec. 20 and does not include 
a blanket stay-home action.  

The emergency order continues to require high schools to deliver learning at a 

distance, with the notable exception as follows: 
 

• Gatherings at public and nonpublic schools for the purpose of delivering career 

and technical education services to pupils in grades 9 through 12, but only to 
the extent that these activities are necessary to complete requirements for a 

recognized postsecondary credential and only to the extent that these 
activities cannot be completed remotely. 

 

The epidemic order extension today continues the following measures: 
 

• Gatherings at public and nonpublic schools for the purpose of conducting in-
person instruction of pupils in pre-kindergarten through grade 8, subject to 

local health department and school district decisions on remote learning. 
Gatherings for the purpose of sports and extracurricular activity are prohibited. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F0%2C9753%2C7-406-98178_98455-546790--%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904913788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9JP%2Fie0mvkAIiYBu58cuKOWitQaR86W%2B%2BOU8TJ2hCuk%3D&reserved=0
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• Gatherings at public and nonpublic schools for the purpose of conducting in-
person instruction, sports, and extracurricular activities serving pupils in 
grades 9 through 12 are prohibited, except for in-person instruction of pupils 

who are English Language Learners or students receiving special education 
services. 

• Gatherings at public and nonpublic schools for the purpose of child care 
programs, tutoring and academic support, and services to students in need, 
including food distribution, access to internet connectivity, and physical and 

mental health care services. 
 

Below are links to important information provided by MDHHS today that is useful in 

helping Michigan mitigate the continued spread of COVID-19, which you may share 

with your communities. 

1. Social Gatherings Guidance 

2. Pause to Save Lives Infographic 

-Safe Social Pods Guidance 

-Key Metrics Infographic 

3. FAQ 

 

cc: Michigan Education Alliance  
 Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Directors 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fcoronavirus%2F12-07_Social_Gathering_709804_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904883921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gUu4sEUcHBr3BVRVQbpAC2%2Bpa00QNdxmESVzQVUc49Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fcoronavirus%2FPause_to_Save_Lives_Extension_709806_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904893877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PamtcdUR%2F0fkfmu%2B3%2FVdFnUHjFCSG2EfXAPtIdq%2F2H8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fcoronavirus%2F11-15_Safe_Social_Pods_v3_707801_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904893877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FwSnlHuH16gLd32J6rVtqLAidsiUIzHK2jJIj1MTyeg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fcoronavirus%2FKey_Metrics_709809_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904903835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Mbo2%2BdreCPOnukCDQYck%2F53wMxOXRZF%2BmXDkl%2BjYa70%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fcoronavirus%2F2020.12.06_FAQs_709803_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C30ce596344ac46462c9608d89af21ad0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637429711904903835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rA9dAm1dIwJqyGBIHIsOeSMILzdKoOEdrm3BkZkRG0E%3D&reserved=0

