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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
Writing from Knowledge and Experience 

Grades 3–8 
Holistic Score Point Descriptions 

 
Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:  

 
6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly 

developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control 
over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and 
naturally through the text. The writer shows a mature command of language including 
precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over 
language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the 
response. 

 
5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant 

details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the 
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer 
shows a command of language including precise word choice. The language is well 
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

relevant details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some 
unevenness. The response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The 
writer’s command of language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in 
writing conventions are not distracting. 

 
3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

limited or partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an 
organizational structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over 
writing conventions and language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. 
Vocabulary may be basic. 

 
2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are 

underdeveloped. There may be  little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary 
may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to 
understand.  

 
1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or 

connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over 
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand. 

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
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Anchor Paper 1 
 

 
Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 
  
The writing is generally unclear. Content consists of a narrative that attempts to describe a 
time the writer was responsible, but it is unclear which actions are being presented as 
responsible. It is also unclear whose trust is lost (“they don’t trust me”), and it is difficult to 
determine a main idea. Lack of control over conventions is shown by the lengthy run-on 
sentence. 
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Anchor Paper 2 
 

 
Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 
  
The writing is generally unclear. Ideas to explain the writer’s responsibilities that go with the 
privilege to hunt show little development. (“I need to show I can Be responsibil. Show I can use 
a Gun correctly. I need good grades or I can’t go.”) There is no noticeable organizational 
structure. Lack of control over conventions is shown by a sentence fragment and random 
capitalization in this brief response. 
 
 

PetermanS
Rectangle



English Language Arts—Grade 8 Released Items Fall 2006 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 3 
 

 
Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 2 
  
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas are underdeveloped. (“if I am Driveing 
a car and I am not 18 or older that is disobeying the law and I will have to have my Lights on or 
I will get Took to Jail.”) There is little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary is limited. 
There is limited control over writing conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 4 
 

 
Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 
  
The writing is occasionally clear and focused. Ideas are presented in a brief, underdeveloped 
narrative. (“We decided to sneak out and go light off fireworks. We lit the first one off 4 houses 
away. It was about 1:00 am. We only lit a few more off before we came back. We went through 
the back door and my mom and dad were there waiting for us. They screamed and yelled and 
then they took M and J home.”) There is little evidence of organizational structure beyond a 
basic chronological sequence of events with a brief introduction and conclusion. Vocabulary is 
limited. 
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Anchor Paper 5 
 

 
Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 
  
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. The writer provides some support for the 
central idea, (“All middle schoolers have special privileges like babysitting but with that comes 
responsibilities”), but these ideas are underdeveloped (“To baby-sit you must be caring, 
mature, and be a good person. And in turn for being responsible and doing the job you get 
paid. So being responsible paid off.”). Vocabulary is limited. 
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Anchor Paper 6 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 3 
  
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with limited use of examples. 
The writer explains the privilege of having a cat through describing his qualities. (“His name is C. 
He is very furry, orange, and cute in my opinion. C is very playful. Yet, sometimes hurtful. See, 
he still has his claws, lets just say I have some new scars.”) The responsibilities of having a cat 
are developed using a list of tasks. There is some evidence of an organizational structure with 
an introductory paragraph and a brief concluding statement. Vocabulary is basic.  
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Anchor Paper 7 
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Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 3 
  
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Development is partially successful, consisting of 
lists of privileges (“They have special priviledges to talk on the phone, go outside, go to the 
store, go walking, spend a night at a friends house and go to parties.”) and lists of 
responsibilities (“The responsibilities that are taken in order to earn these priviledges are 
sometimes do your chores such as clean the kitchen, your bedroom, livingroom, bathroom, 
basement or whatever your chore may be. Another responsibility maybe doing your homework, 
watching your sibling, cooking, being in the house at the time you are suppose to be in the 
house and obeying.”). There is some evidence of an organizational structure (brief introductory 
statement, clustering of ideas, and a brief concluding statement), but it is ineffective. 
Vocabulary is basic. 
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Anchor Paper 8 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 
  
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with partially successful use 
of examples and details to support the main idea. (“Another example is if you go to the movies 
by yourself. That’s a right or privledge. Lets say your parents tell you to call them when its 
over. When the movie’s over and you decide to start talking to your friends and you don’t call 
them, Your not being very responsible. Therefore you will probably lose your privledge of going 
to the movies alone and maybe even lose your cell phone.”) There is evidence of an 
organizational structure, with an introduction, transitions, and a conclusion. (“Another example 
. . . therefore”) Vocabulary is basic. 
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Anchor Paper 9 
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Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 4 
  
The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant 
details and examples supporting the idea of the responsibilities that go with a cell phone. 
(“First off, there was the minutes, how I hate having a certain amount of minutes per month. 
Each month I only get a certain amount of minutes and if I use them all up the my parents get 
so mad. They say “you have been talking one the phone way too much,” or they say “you need 
to have more responsibilty. Then I have to buy more minutes with my own money”.) 
Organization is functional, with a detailed introduction, use of transitions, and a conclusion. 
(“First off . . . as you can see . . . secondly . . . now . . . in conclusion”) The writer’s command of 
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting. 
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Anchor Paper 10 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 
  

The writing is generally clear and focused on the responsible qualities of the writer’s brother. 
Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate. (“My 
brother, R, has many new responsibilities now that he’s 16. Just one of them is that he can drive 
without a parent in the vehicle. If he gets in an accident, it’s his responsibility. My parents would 
have him pay for damage on our car or damage he has done on other cars.”) There is some 
unevenness in support. (“Now that R is a sophomore, he has to start planning what he wants to 
do when he gets out of high school. Having a job and a liscense will help him achieve what he 
wants to accomplish in college.”) Organization is functional and includes an introduction, 
transitions between ideas and paragraphs, and a conclusion. The writer’s command of 
language, including word choice, supports meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 11 
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Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 
  
The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant 
details and examples where appropriate. (“Doing only important things on my laptop is another 
important responsibility with having one. If someone is on our family computer, I can use my 
laptop for schoolwork and the internet if needed. This is a big priviledge because if one 
computer is being used I can still get my work done. Other people in my family use it to if they 
need it. having more than 1 computer is great when having a busy working family.”) The 
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of 
language, including word choice, supports meaning. The few lapses in writing conventions are 
not distracting. 
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Anchor Paper 12 
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Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 5 
  
The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details 
and examples where appropriate. (“Next, I could only go online for up to two hours. People 
sometimes would go on for hours. Four, five, 10, 20, or even days my friends would be on, but 
not me. My parent told me that there was more to life than our computer, and I agreed.”) The 
writer’s control over organization and the connections between ideas effectively moves the 
reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language including precise word 
choice and sentence variation. (“Planning and thinking about what my instant messenger 
screen name was fun, but I wanted to put it into action.”) The language is well controlled, and 
occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 
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Anchor Paper 13 
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Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 
  
The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details 
and examples where appropriate. (“The first week of my new bedtime went smoothly. I would 
come home from school, do my homework, and help mom out. Cooking, cleaning, or whatever 
else she needed. By week 2, things were already falling apart. I wanted to be a teenager. Free 
to hang with friends, watch tv, eat junkfood. I wanted to be a normal 13 year old.”) Control over 
organization and the connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text 
and across paragraphs. The writer shows a command of language including precise word 
choice and sentence variation. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in 
writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 
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Anchor Paper 14 
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Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 
  
The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details 
and examples where appropriate. (“A third responsibility for babysitting is watching what the 
children eat. For example, I wouldn’t let a baby eat a hard carrot, for they could choke. Also, I 
wouldn’t let a bigger kid eat too much candy for they could go crazy from all the sugar. this is a 
responsibility that is not only a nutritous concept but an effort to keep the children alive.”) The 
writer’s control over organization and the connections between ideas effectively moves the 
reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language including precise word 
choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are 
hardly noticeable. 
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Anchor Paper 15 
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Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 6 
  
The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed 
with relevant details and examples where appropriate. (“Another example of rights coming with 
responsibility is marriage. When people are married, they make not only a legal attachment, 
but an emotional one, too. The privilege is that you get to spend the rest of your life with the 
one you love. The responsibility is that you must always be there for the person you marry. For 
better or worse, sickness and health, no matter what. You are responsible for not only yourself 
but your spouse, too. That is whay divorce is so common now, because people don’t want to 
accept the responsibilities of being with another person. They just want the privilege of 
marriage, and with that mindset, things will never work out.”) The writer’s control over 
organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally 
through the text. The writer shows a mature command of language—including precise word 
choice and sentence variation—that results in a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over 
language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the response. 
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Anchor Paper 16 
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Anchor Paper 16 
Score Point 6 
  
The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed 
with relevant details. (“It all started on the 5th out of 7 days I was watching them. I opened up 
all the cages for feeding, and I thought nothing of leaving the tops off. I didn’t pay attention to 
one of my friends cages being cap-less but I should have been more carefull. There was a big 
tree for the gecko to climb and that could have definitly been a way out. My gecko didn’t have 
something to climb on that big, so I didn’t think they could get out.”) Control over organization 
and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. 
The writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in 
a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing 
conventions contribute to the effect of the response. 
 
 




