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English Language Arts - Grade 3 Released Items Fall 2008

PART 3

WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE
AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use
examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested adults.

You may not use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or
spelling books) for this test.

Your answer must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines provided. Only the
writing on the two lined pages will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the information to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: BEING SPECIAL

Each of us is special. We are all good at doing different things and we all
have special abilities.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:
tell about a time when you showed everyone how you are special
| OR
describe the first time you knew that someone else had a special ability

OR

write about being special in your own way.

Use this checklist to help you with your answer.
CHECKLIST:
Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?
Do I stay focused on the theme?
_ Do I support my central idea with important details/fexamples?

Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my
central idea?

Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers
understand it?
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3 - 8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occaslf’)nally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-topic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language -other than English or I!Iegtble
C —Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Score Point: 1

This.onc-sen‘tence response attempts to address the theme (that made me feel
special), but is unclear. The response is too minimal to demonstrate focus or
organization.
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Anchor Paper 2
Score Point: 1

The response attempts to address the theme (I special because my birthday) with
one undeveloped example of the gift the writer received (I got a basketball . . .
signed by Iverson).
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Anchor Paper 3
Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates no noticeable organizational structure, which is
evidenced by the interchangeability of the sentences. The topic of being special is
addressed, but the details provided are simply listed (brother is special, grandma
is special, auntie is special) without development.
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point: 2

The response is occasionally focused (basketball) and there are details (energy,
exercise) but there is not enough development to warrant a higher score. The
introduction of a new topic (family) shows a lack of organization.
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Anchor Paper §
Score Point: 2

The writer states the special ability (dancing) and gives a number of details to
develop the theme. The details are almost entirely interchangeable within the
response, though there are details that demonstrate some evidence of organization
(I always wanted to dance. I'm glad my mom put me in dance class). '
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point: 2

This writer addresses the prompt by writing about Granny's special ability to make
cornbread. Ideas and content are underdeveloped (tasted like no other, best
cornbread in the world).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11



English Language Arts - Grade 3 Released ltems Fall 2008

Oﬁ\ Thi k
ms pemgl 16\1f+ mglvecx

9259.chess playerl khe
pe a\P ga&\ 6\}3\0% @r\é% ....E
%ecoh

umamen \QJ:H% aeh e‘}S

S
/[;\boa—\- c gle kno

G ﬂﬁ

Anchor Paper 7
Score Point: 3

This response is somewhat clear and focused on chess and is developed with
partial success. Limited details flow in a somewhat organized fashion (I know
strategies, I got second place in a chess tournament) and show a progression of
ideas. The next sentence (my brother taught me) is improperly placed in the
response showing weakness in organization.
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Anchor Paper 8
Score Point: 3

- The response addresses the prompt by telling how the writer is special due to
being good at dancing. There is evidence of organization in the presentation of
ideas (...put in a little kid’s class. I was the only one who knew the dances.
When we went on stage all the girls were looking at me.) A progression of ideas
moves the reader along and shows organization. A limited number of details are
used to partially develop the ideas.
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‘Anchor Paper 9
Score Point: 3

The central idea of the response (special at helping sick/hurt animals) is
developed with partially successful details. Placement of details demonstrates an
ineffective organizational structure and limits the overall effectiveness of the
response.
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on the special ability of soccer.
While the details sometimes seem list-like, the chronological development is
functionally organized to move the reader from past to present in the student’s
soccer career. Overall, content is developed with relevant details.
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point: 4

This response addresses the special ability to make a clucking noise. There is a
clear focus which is developed with relevant details. Some details are developed
efficiently through dialogue which gives the response voice (they would ask me
“what was that noise?””). The writing is functionally organized in chronological -
order going from kindergarten to 3 grade. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.
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Anchor Paper 12
Score Point: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on the writer’s special abilities.in art.
There are relevant details, although they are not always evenly developed. The
organization is functional.
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Anchor Paper 13
Score Point: 5

This response is clear and focused on . , the new girl. The writer moves the
reader effectively through the text with cormcctlons between ideas (I was even

more surprised when ...). Relevant details and examples are presented in an
organized fashion.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 21



- English Language Arts - Grade 3 Released Items Fall 2008

I{; wis éhe, most ML&Lm éz,me.
in m\y LL-P& ﬁ ‘!‘/L’Mﬂ I 6}\ weJJe,ve,r oYL&
how gecial T om (5 when I macfa, :
ﬂ’LU 0ne hoaded  cocbubeel. [ could all
0/0 Car-éwAaL z{], 5&4 /mnc[.s b
novk mujonﬁ. Iwas ol \ju\'lj 1£0
dOL‘AbAIEIW&Oﬂ n on I
—chjﬂd ct and soul F I ofon‘é mcxka T
aﬁ& SefeamOo L trged ik ond..
T m LfI Made .7 made :I? L couldn?
bﬁL\/& ué ‘D:.J I a’o wﬂncﬂg' ‘HWIJE. I dcolp
Lucéé My sstec wos down in the bosement wobh
GILSWU , q’uaftoﬂ \S/Z,é sowed I
did! T ran u/a_sﬁe,ae Lo tell Qy Mo she Come
downsfeqr:s 'éo ScC.e. I. d,td L \ejau'l ,L was 30
3&16{ Mw T do \j onehancled cortuhee/
(’,V&\j Ol\aj 7729&5 llo I we,a! how T was
special

Anchor Paper 14
Scorepoint: 5

The writing is clear, focused, and well developed in this tightly written response about
the one-armed cartwheel. The language is well controlled and suited to the story. The
short sentences (I made it! I made it! I made it!) are effective in setting the tone of
excitement. Some compositional risk is also used successfully (if I don’t make this, I'm
going to scream) and (Did I do what I think I did?). The writer effectively uses
chronological organization to move the reader through the text.
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* Anchor Paper 15
Scorepoint: 6

This response is excetptionally clear and focused. The text is thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples including a successful use of dialogue ("Come on Roxy the
gym opens in a half an hour", "Wow that's confusing”, "just try"). The chronological
organization moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. There are clear
connections between the ideas. The mature command of language makes for compelling
text, as the writer demonstrates precise use of vocabulary and mastery over writing
conventions.
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