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English Language Arts - Grade 4 Released Items Fall 2008

PART 3

WRITING FROM
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use
examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested adults.

You may not use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or
spelling books) for this test. Use only a No. 2 pencil.

Use the checklist for Part 3 to help with your response. The Notes/Planning space
may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document.
Only the writing in your Answer Document will be scored. No extra sheets may
be used.

Tum the page and follow along as I read the prompt to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: CHANGE

Your life changes as you get older. For example, you can now do things
you could not do before. Think about things that have changed in your
life. Write about change.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

describe something that changed in your life and tell how it
worked out

OR

tell about a time when you or someone you know
had to make an important change

OR
describe how someone you know has changed over time
OR

write about change in your own way.
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PART 3: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written
on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:
Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?

Do I stay focused on the theme?

Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?

Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my

central idea?
Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers
understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasff)nally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-fopic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language other than English or lllegible
C - Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Score Point: 1

This unfocused response consists of a list of changes (clothes change, life changed when
my uncle died . . . when [ moved), but the ideas are not developed or connected. There is
no evidence of organization as the sentences could be placed in any random order and not
alter meaning. '
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Anchor Papér 2
Score Point: 1

This brief response provides a single change (could not go to the store and around the
corner... now I can go to the store and around the corner) but lacks development. This
response just repeats the original idea and thus receives a score of 1.
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Anchor Paper 3
‘Score Point: 1

This brief response attempts to focus on the change of thinking everyone at the new
school would be mean but they were nice. The ideas and content are vague and
undeveloped with no details or organizational structure.
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point: 2

-This response is only occasionally clear and focused (mom not smokmg . mom playing
with us), but the ideas and content are underdeveloped. Organizational structure is
lacking, and control over writing conventions (My mom have change . . . Have yours?)
and vocabulary is limited. '
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Anchor Paper S
Score Point: 2

_ This longer response is occamonally clear and focused on a change (from being mean to
being nice), but the ideas and content are underdeveloped with only vague and general
details (want to have a house and family and friends. . . be good . . . stay nice). There are
redundant phrases (don’t want to be mean) and no evidence of organizational structure.
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point: 2

This response is occasionally clear but shifts focus from dad spending time with someone
else to getting taken away from mom. Ideas and content are underdeveloped with
minimal details and limited vocabulary (went to my aunt’s house, went to school, went to
court).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS ' 12



English Language Arts - Grade 4 Released ltems Fall 2008

L 4id not [iHe MO#D;’(_!‘KLQJ:I'?L/J%%,U
ffﬁovw Werp Whey 4o \n%,g,,;r’h Bc{f— Fhat
-O\u'(;\ah@e{: /V{y Dad L‘B!’a}f\gq
__(éﬁl 0o Ket (hzer hcmenf'fvm &awﬂ
atate, | ol jto gégtdqy/ Lhen a}(ﬁf
Lo\’rer1005 be_ -t".oﬂmdg B‘O‘L&tj qu?if/_ |
fO\JF MNd NG |
'-Cho P@/"'ﬂ“‘\m‘*ei"(f-:-léi"zfﬂL W cramb__g
put U Flames opit Lo To Kfj Two oil.
Tule We o U de T Caw&‘uvﬁ)@_

Anchor Paper 7
Score Point: 3

This response is focused on one idea (the change from not liking motorcycles to liking
them), but the development of that idea is only partially successful with specific but
limited details (red pocket racer, chrome, little flames). Although there is a logical *
progression of ideas, the brevity of the writing limits the response.
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Anchor Paper 8
Score Point: 3

This somewhat clear response focuses on two different changes (getting bigger and the
Iraq war) which are developed by partially successful use of examples (a caterpillar

changing into a butterfly, time running out). Organization is ineffective, and vocabulary
is basic.
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Anchor Paper 9
Score Point; 3

This somewhat clear response focuses on a list of changes related to a single idea (dance
competition), but the development is only partially successful with insufficient details
and examples (have to go to two classes, have to compete against other groups).
Organizational structure is ineffective, as items on the list could be interchanged w&thout
altering meaning.
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Pcint: 3

Thlis somewhat clear and focused response has only limited development of content. The
writer provides a list of unrelated changes and develops one of those with partially
successful use of details (started fighting, going to court, living with my dad).
Organizational structure is ineffective, and vocabulary is basic.
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point: 4

This generally clear response has a single focus (couldn’t ride a four-wheeler when I was
younger but now [ can), and the ideas and content are developed with relevant details

(ride _s_[o'w- ..geta helmet. . .dogs bark). Organization is functional, and the use of
transitions (later, now, so) adds to its coherence.
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Anchor Paper 12
Score Point: 4

This generally clear and focused response is about the change that occurred when cousins
came to live with this family. Relevant details and examples (after church on Sunday,
paint our nails, shaved their head) contribute to the development of the writing.

Organization is functional as it progresses logically with the use of transitions, and word
choice supports meaning.
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Anchor Paper 13
Score Point: 4

This generally clear response focuses on a single change (moving from , Ohio to
, Ohio) and is developed with relevant details and examples (pack two
pair of clean undergarments . . . pack up pots, pans, food . . . eat at Red Lobster). The

writing is generally coherent, showing functional organization through the effective use
of transitions (first, second, then).
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Anchor Paper 14
Score Point: 5

This (‘:Iea‘r, focused response progresses fluently from trashing your room to finally
cleaning it. It is well developed with relevant details (throwing things off her bed, trying
to find my Care Bear, bumped into my mom) and precise word choice (trashed . . .bang,
crash, bang . . .stormed out). Language is well controlled, and effective use of dialogue
(Make me I'...What did you just call me?) adds voice to the response.
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Anchor Paper 15
Score Point: 6

- This exceptionally clear response is focused on changing from being scared of mystery
television shows to being brave about watching them. Ideas and content are thoroughly
developed with specific details and precise word choice (flipped the channel, stood
frozen, words echoed around my head, gasped) which enhances the fluency and natural
progression of the narrative. A mature command of language with effective use of
dialogue (“Oh yeah. Well, you have to prove it . . . Where do you think you’re going, Mr.
Scaredy Cat?”) adds voice and contributes to the compelling effect of the response.

-
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