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Copyright for the reading selection used on the Fall 2008 MEAP assessments for 
Grade 6 is listed below.  Internet permission was not granted.  Printed copies of  
the copyrighted reading selection will be sent to schools and districts.  To receive 
additional paper copies of the reading selection, please send an e-mail request to 
meap@michigan.gov. 
 

 
 
“Little Cats With Big Attitudes”: Copyright © by Fiona Sunquist. Reprinted by permission of 
National Geographic Society. All rights reserved. 
 
[Photograph] 
“Pallas Cat”: Copyright © by Ron Austing.website 
 
“Pallas Cat with Mouth Open”: © by Michael Dick/Animals Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2008 by the Michigan Department of Education, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 
Permission is granted to schools, parents, government agencies and non-profit organizations in Michigan to 
reproduce and distribute this document for non-commercial use in helping Michigan educators and other citizens in 
interpreting and using the MEAP assessment results. 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back at 
   the selection as often as needed. 
 
“Little Cats with Big Attitudes” 
Questions 1 - 8 
 
 

1 

 
 

 
2 

 
 

 
3 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back 
   at the selection as often as needed. 
 
 
Questions 9 – 30 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 
 

 
9 

R.NT.05.03 
Identify character’s motivation 

 A Incorrect motivation 
 B Incorrect motivation 
 C Incorrect motivation 
 D Correct answer 

 

 
 

10 
R.NT.05.04 
Identify use of quotation marks 

 A Incorrect use 
 B Incorrect use 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect use 

 

 
 

11 
R.CM.05.02 
Identify important detail related to cause/effect 

 A Incorrect cause 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect cause 
 D Incorrect cause 

 

 
 

12 
R.WS.05.07 
Use context to determine meaning of phrase 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Incorrect meaning 
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13 
R.NT.05.02 
Identify author’s purpose 

 A Incorrect purpose 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 

 

 
 

14 
R.WS.05.07 
Use context to determine meaning of phrase 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Incorrect meaning 

 

 

 
15 

R.NT.05.03 
Analyze character’s actions using cause/effect relationship 

 A Incorrect action 
 B Incorrect action 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect action 

 

 
 

16 
R.CM.05.02 
Summarize story 

 A Incorrect summary 
 B Incorrect summary 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect summary 
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17 
R.IT.05.01 
Analyze author’s purpose 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect purpose 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 

 

 

 
18 

R.CM.05.03 
Analyze theme 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect theme 
 C Incorrect theme 
 D Incorrect theme 

 

 

 
19 

R.CM.05.03 
Draw conclusion 

 A Incorrect conclusion 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect conclusion 
 D Incorrect conclusion 

 
 
 

 
20 

R.CM.05.02 
Summarize story 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect summary 
 C Incorrect summary 
 D Incorrect summary 
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21 
R.CM.05.02 
Identify relevant detail 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect detail 
 D Incorrect detail 

 
 
 

 
22 

R.CM.05.03 
Make inference about character 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect inference 
 C Incorrect inference 
 D Incorrect inference 

 
 

 

 
23 

R.WS.05.04 
Know meaning of frequently encountered words 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
24 

R.CM.05.03 
Identify theme 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect theme 
 C Incorrect theme 
 D Incorrect theme 
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DIRECTIONS: Questions 25 – 30 ask about both of the selections you read. 
   Choose the best answer for each question. You may look 
   back at the two selections as often as needed. 
 
 

 
25 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare how characters are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
26 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare themes across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect theme 
 C Incorrect theme 
 D Incorrect theme 

 

 

 
27 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare universal truth across texts 

 A Incorrect truth 
 B Incorrect truth 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect truth 

 

 

 
28 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare purpose across texts 

 A Incorrect purpose 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 
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29 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare how ideas are alike across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect idea 
 C Incorrect idea 
 D Incorrect idea 

 

 

 
30 

R.CM.05.03 
Compare characters using inference 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Incorrect comparison 
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Questions 32 – 38 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 

 
32 

W.PR.05.01 
Identify audience 

 A Incorrect audience 
 B Incorrect audience 
 C Incorrect audience 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
33 

W.GR.05.01 
Revise punctuation 

 A Incorrect tense 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect tense 
 D Incorrect punctuation 

 

 

 
34 

W.PR.05.02 
Identify graphic organizer used to compare 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect graphic organizer 
 C Incorrect graphic organizer 
 D Incorrect graphic organizer  

 

 

 
35 

W.PR.05.03 
Explain importance of sentence  

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 

 

 

 
36 

W.PR.05.03 
Analyze textual features 

 A Incorrect analysis 
 B Incorrect analysis 
 C Incorrect analysis 
 D Correct answer 
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37 

W.PR.05.03 
Explain importance of sentence 

 A Incorrect explanation 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 

 

 

 
38 

W.PS.05.01 
Explain importance of sentence  

 A Incorrect explanation 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 
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Questions 39 – 44 

 

39 

 

 

40 

 
 

 
41 
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43 

 
 

 
44 
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45 What suggestions might a peer editor offer to improve this sample? 
 
Use examples and details from Student Writing Sample #3 on page 20 to  
support your answer. 
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Scoring Key: Part 2A:  Independent Reading Selection 
   

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

1 C R.WS.05.07 Determine the meaning of words/phrases in context 
2 B R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
3 D R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
4 A R.IT.05.02 ID/describe informational text patterns 
5 C R.IT.05.03 Explain how authors use text features 
6 B R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
7 B R.WS.05.07 Determine the meaning of words/phrases in context 
8 C R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 

 
Scoring Key: Part 2B:  Paired Reading Selections 

 
Item 

Number 
Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

9 D R.NT.05.03 Analyze character traits and setting 
10 C R.NT.05.04 Explain how authors use literary devices 
11 B R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
12 B R.WS.05.07 Determine the meaning of words/phrases in context 
13 B R.NT.05.02 Analyze elements and style of narrative genres 
14 A R.WS.05.07 Determine the meaning of words/phrases in context 
15 C R.NT.05.03 Analyze character traits and setting 
16 C R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
17 A R.IT.05.01 Analyze elements/style of informational genres 
18 A R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
19 B R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
20 A R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
21 B R.CM.05.02 Retell/summarize narrative/informational text 
22 A R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
23 D R.WS.05.04 Know meanings of words encountered frequently 
24 A R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
25 D R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
26 A R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
27 C R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
28 B R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
29 A R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
30 B R.CM.05.03 Analyze themes/truths/principles w/in/across texts 
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Scoring Key: Part 3: Writing From Knowledge and Experience 

Part 4B: Student Writing Samples 
 

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

31 E W.PR.05.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
32 D W.PR.05.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
33 B W.GR.05.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
34 A W.PR.05.02 Use or ID a variety of drafting strategies 
35 A W.PR.05.03 Use or ID linguistic structures/textual features 
36 D W.PR.05.03 Use or ID linguistic structures/textual features 
37 B W.PR.05.03 Use or ID linguistic structures/textual features 
38 B W.PS.05.01 ID/exhibit style/voice to enhance written message 
39 B W.PS.05.01 ID/exhibit style/voice to enhance written message 
40 C W.PR.05.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
41 B W.SP.05.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
42 A W.GR.05.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
43 D W.SP.05.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
44 A W.PR.05.03 Use or ID linguistic structures/textual features 
45 E W.GN.05.03 Show understanding of central ideas/details 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


