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English Language Arts - Grade 8 Released Items Fall 2008

-

PART 3

WRITING FROM
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

You will be given a theme and a number of ways to write about it. You may use examples from
real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.

Your audience will be interested adults.

You may not use any resource materlals (such as dictionaries, grammar books, or spelling books)
for this test, Use only a No. 2 pencil.

Use the checklist for Part 3 to help with your response. The Notes/Planning space may be used for
writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written on the lines in Part 3 of your Answer Document. Only the writing
in your Answer Document will be scored. No extra sheets may be used.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt to you.
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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: OVERCOMING AN OBSTACLE

At one time or another, everyone has to overcome an obstacle or meet a challenge.
Obstacles might be large and tough to overcome, or they might be small and easily
overcome. Think about an obstacle that you have had to overcomea.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:
convince readers how overcoming obstacles can have lasting, positive effects
OR

describe a major challenge that someone might face and how he or she might mest
that challenge

OR
tell about a time when you or someonea you Know overcame an obstacle
OR
explain how a group of people worked together to overcome an obstacle
OR

write about overcoming an obstacle in your own way.
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PART 3: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written on the lines in
Part 3 of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:

_ Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?

Do I stay focused on the theme?
Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?
Do I need to take out detalls/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?
Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3 -8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off-topic or insufficient

B — Written in a Language -other than English or lllegible
C —Blank
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Anchor Paper 1
Scorepoint: 1

This response is unclear and unfocused. There is no development and no organizational
structure to this brief response. The absence of punctuation and capitalization shows the
writer’s lack of control over writing conventions.
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Anchor Paper 2
Scorepoint: 1

This brief response merely list some unrelated challenges. (Some have challenges with

waking up early. Most have a challenge by leaving a fight.) The ideas are undeveloped.
There is no organization evident in the random order of the sentences.
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Anchor Paper 3
Scorepoint: 2

This response attempts to focus on the challenge of picking a pet. The writer lists three
ways to meet this challenge (things you like about dogs better than cats, the type of
breeds, which is more playful and loyal), but each remains underdeveloped. There is
little evidence of organization beyond a list.
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Anchor Paper 4
Scorepoint: 2

roller coaster..

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. There is an attempt to organize this

response by introducing the obstacle of riding a roller coaster in the first sentence and

ending with a brief conclusion (The biggest obstacle I have had to overcome was riding a
..Finally, I got up enough nerves to ride the roller coaster.) However, the

“content is underdeveloped with only a few general statements rather than specific details.
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Anchor Paper 5
Scorepoint: 2

The focus of this longer response is only occasionally clear and shifts from the mother’s
death to going to a new school. There is little evidence of organizational structure. The
writer’s ideas are expressed in general terms (obstacle was hard and scary... outcome
was great, happy and memorable), and the lack of details leaves the content vague and
underdeveloped.
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Anchor Paper 6
Scorepoint: 3

The writing is somewhat clear in its focus on the obstacle of getting good grades. The
writier develops the content with a list of partially successful examples (got a study
buddy, asked parents for help, wrote in planner) that relate to the topic. Some
organizational structure is provided with transitions (so, also, too, ever since) that help
lead to the conclusion. The vocabulary is basic.
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Anchor Paper 7
Scorepoint: 3

This response is only somewhat clear in focusing on working together to overcome an
obstacle. The writer is partially successful in developing the example of New York City
working together to overcome the tragedy of September 11th (cops and fireman rushing
in to help, Americans donating money, building a memorial). The vocabulary is basic.
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Anchor Paper 8
Scorepoint: 3

This writing is somewhat clear and focused. In spite of the organizational structure with
an introduction, three positive effects of overcoming obstacles (confidence, perseverance,
pride), and a conclusion, the response remains only partially developed. The writer
effectively transitions from one idea to the next (another effect, along with, as well as).
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Anchor Paper 9
Scorepoint: 4

This brief but coherent response is generally clear and focused on how the student’s math
grades improved. Functional organization is shown in the progression from poor grades
in the first marking period to a final “A” on the last report card. The student uses
transitions (after, even though, since) to move from the introduction to a brief concluding
statement. Relevant details (threat of grounding, tutoring, extra credit) are enough to
explain what the student did to improve. Some variety in sentence structure is apparent.
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Anchor Paper 10
Scorepoint: 4

This writing is generally clear and remains focused on overcoming the fear of returning
to school. The writer develops the text with relevant details to describe what happened
and why returning to school would be frightening (people would be staring at me, making
faces at me). The response progresses from what happened (broken nose in gym) to how
a friend helped (friends would be there for her) to finally gaining enough courage to
return to school (strength to not run away from fear). Functional organization is
demonstrated through the use of transitions (while I was gone, when my doctor told me,
so I told my parents) that move the reader through the text to a somewhat weak
conclusion. Command of language supports meaning.
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Anchor Paper 11
Scorepoint: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on doing well in a piano competition. The
writer develops the description of the first song with relevant details (6 pages long, hands
had to move up and down the piano a lot, 3 months memorizing) but spends less time on
~ the second song, resulting in uneven development. The text is generally coherent with

functional organization including a brief introduction and conclusion. Command of
language supports meaning '
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: nchor Paper 12
Scorepoint: 5

This writing is clear and focused on how the writer successfully overcomes stagefright.
The content is well developed with clear descriptions (pulling into the gravel driveway,
triangular theater, butterflies in my stomach) and appropriate dialog from the script (My,
my Huck! Sure ain’t seen you in a long time) that adds voice to the writing. The control
over organization and the connections between the ideas effectively show the anxiety felt
by the writer as the audition grows closer and how it was finally overcome (heart slowed
down, butterflies settled, finally at peace). The language is well controlled with precise
words (gulped, trudged, sprinted), and lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticed.
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Anchor Paper 13
Scorepoint: 5

This writing is clear and focused on the pain that is overcome in learning to ride a
bike. Appropriate use of examples and dialogue add voice to the development. The
writer tightly controls and organizes the response by beginning with a quote from
the mother and a description of injuries (Come on , you can do it. Body
covered in scrapes, long cuts, and giant bruises) and then repeating these same
words 1n the conclusion. The writer's command of language includes precise word
choice (midnight black handle grips, dashed downstairs, plowed through the door)
throughout the text.
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- Anchor Paper 14
Scorepoint: 6

This exceptionally clear and focused response moves the reader through the frustration of
constant practice to eventual success in playing the violin. The writer thoroughly
develops this narrative by using appropriate dialog that showed how the mother’s _
encouragement helped the student succeed. (Between sniffles and tears, I cried out — I’'m
not good enough....Forcing me to make eye contact, my mom gently said — You have a
gift for music.) Tight control over the organization moves the reader smoothly and
naturally from initial frustration (sat on the toilet seat and sobbed) to final satisfaction (I
reached for the tissue box to dry my eyes) by using two contrasting images of crying.
Sophisticated command of language and precise word choice (inhaled a deep breath, face
buried in my hands) result in compelling writing.
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