STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RESOLUTION
KAREN ZARKA

WHEREAS, Karen Zarka l)eg’an her career for the State of Michig’an on November 3, 1974 in the
Department of Management and Bu(lg’et as a Stenog’rapher 5 and then transferred to the State
Legislature in 1975 where she was employed until June 1989 when she left full-time employment
to raise her Ctlil(lren; and

WHEREAS, Karen re-entered state service in 1997 as a Word Processing’ Assistant 7 for the

Department of Consumer and In(lustry Services; and

WHEREAS , Karen tound her true tlome on Novemt)er 29, 1998 at t}le Mictlig’an Department ot
Education laeg’inning' as a Secretary 8 and a(lvancing' within a year to a Secretary 9; and

WHEREAS, Karen was promote(]. to a Senior Executive Management Assistant 13 on June 23,
2002, where she worked taitlltully for Deputy Superintendents William Bushaw, Jeremy Hug’hes,
and Sally Vauglln; and

WHEREAS, Karen has responded to innumerable staff and constituent questions with grace and
aplom]o, has anticipate(l multiple needs and questions, and has handled emergencies so as to make
them invisible to the pul)lic; and

WHEREAS, Karen has manag'ect the Deputy Superintendent’s office with great org’anizational and
interpersonal skills, and has demonstrated leadership ]3y suggesting and implementing’ efficient
processes to tame the avalanche of paperworlz, and has been a critical team member of the
Superintendent’s Office; and

WHEREAS, Karen enjoys her tamily, inclucling’ husband Maurice, and children Kristen and Matt,

and looks forward to spending’ more time with them; and
WHEREAS, Karen enjoys snowmol)iling’, bike ri(ling’, camping, g’ar(lening’ ,and MSU games; and
WHEREAS, Karen has decided to retire effective November 1, 2010, now, tlleretore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education receives with &eep regret the news of the
departure of this able and ctisting’uistxe(]. pulolic servant; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education extends to Karen Zarka its hig’txest regar(l and
heart-felt gratitude for the dedication and expertise she has lnroug‘llt to her colleag’ues and educators

in the field; be it tinally

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education expresses its fervent wish that Karen enjoy many

years of liappiness, g’oocl health, and rewarcting’ experiences as she embraces her retirement.

Kathleen N. Straus, President

A(loptect Noveml)er 9, 2010

Michael P. Flanag‘an, Chairman and

Superintendent of Public Instruction
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