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	Policy #
	Title 
	Issue Date
	Summary & Notes

	
	
	
	· 

	SP 57-2014
	Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program in SY 2014-2015
(No link available yet)
	8/1/2014
	· OVS allows students to decline some food offered through NSLP and SBP (required for lunch for grades 9-12 and optional at all grade levels for breakfast). 
· The guidance manual from USDA has been updated. Updates (most for breakfast) include: 
· Must take at least ½ cup fruit (or vegetable substitute) to have a reimbursable breakfast
· For OVS, a child must select at least 3 items (including at least ½ cup fruit)
· Must offer 4 items and children must pick 3 (including at least ½ cup fruit (or vegetable substitute)
· 1 cup required fruit/veg quantity may be offered as more than one food item (this must be offered in all – K-12 – grade levels)
· “Extra” foods not credited in OVS
· Double servings allowed for fruit/vegetable and grains/meat-meat alternates
· Information is consistent with MDE School Nutrition Programs training conducted within the past year.
· Replaces the guidance manual from last school year. 

	SP 56-2014
	Direct Certification Performance Awards FY2014 Guidance
	July 14, 2014
	· State agencies are allowed to apply for an award, which will be given to States showing improvement in direct certification data – particularly with SNAP. 

	SP 55-2014
	State Agency 3-Year Administrative Review Cycle Requirement: Waivers for Exceptional Circumstances
	July 11, 2014
	· The new Administrative Review requires that SFAs are reviewed every 3 years instead of every 5. States having problems meeting this review schedule are allowed to apply for waivers from USDA. 
· Michigan is not requesting this waiver.

	SP 54-2014
	Administrative Reviews and Certification of Performance-Based Reimbursement in SY 2014-15
	July 11, 2014
	· Provides guidance to State agencies for conducting Administrative Reviews in SY 2014-15. 
· States need to provide technical assistance to help SFAs meet 6 cent and overall meal program requirements.
· If, based on an Administrative Review, an SFA is not fully in compliance, States must work with the SFA to help and develop a corrective action plan with specific steps, which may include training and TA
· Fiscal action is required if, during an Administrative Review, meals are completely missing a component.
· Otherwise, meal problems must be “repeat violations” after technical assistance before fiscal action can be taken.
· If egregious violations, States are encouraged to first discuss any fiscal action with their FNS Regional Office.

	SP 53-2014
	Transition of Foods and Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value to Smart Snacks in School Standards
	June 30, 2014
	· Starting July 1, 2014, the foods of minimal nutritional value exemptions will be obsolete. Any competitive foods and beverages must meet the Smart Snacks guidelines.
· USDA endorses the Smart Snacks Product Calculator, developed by the Alliance for a Healthier Generation. Schools are encouraged to enter nutrition and serving size information to determine whether or not foods or beverages meet the Smart Snacks guidelines.

	SP 52-2014
	Deadline Extension: State Agency Requests for Participation in the FFVP Pilot for Canned, Frozen and Dried Fruits and Vegetables
	6/23/2014
	· The deadline was extended for State agencies to apply for a pilot for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) that would also allow canned, frozen and dried fruits and vegetables.
· The State of Michigan opted not to apply for the pilot program this year.

	SP 51-2014
	Eligibility Effective Date for Directly Certified Students
	6/19/2014
	· SFAs are allowed to consider the date of data matching, instead of the date direct certification data is uploaded or entered into an SFA eligibility system, as the “effective date” of eligibility for free meals. This allows students to get the free benefit earlier. 
· The district can only claim the meals or milk at the free reimbursement rate if the student is given a refund or the debt is discharged (for the time s/he was eating at a reduced or paid rate after “effective date” started). 

	SP 50-2014
	Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Submit Applications to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision
	6/12/2014
	· The deadline for LEAs to apply for the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP, formerly CEO) has been extended to August 31, 2014. 
· For the state of Michigan, information on CEP is available here under “Community Eligibility Provision (CEP):” http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-43092_50144---,00.html 

	SP 49-2014, CACFP 13-2014, SFSP 19-2014
	Area Eligibility Using Census Data
	6/2/2014
	· Provides new information re: the availability of census data used to establish area eligibility in SFSP and CACFP. 
· Supersedes memo SP 38-2014, just released April 2014. 

	SP 48-2014
	Child Nutrition Database Release 18
	5/20/2014
	· Computer software companies approved by USDA for nutrient analysis are required to update their software to include updates and the release of the Child Nutrition Database Release 18 (CN18). Updates need to be made by July 1, 2014.
· Information may also be found at http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/cndatabase.html 
· The list of USDA-approved software is at: http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/menu-planning/nutrient-analysis-software-approved-usda/nutrient-analysis-software-approved-usda 

	SP 47-2014
	Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-15 and 2015-16
	5/20/2014
	· Starting July 1, 2014, all grains in NSLP and SBP must be whole grain-rich (must be at least 50% whole grain). 
· Some feedback indicates certain whole grain-rich pastas are not highly acceptable to students; districts struggling with these products can request a waiver from their State agencies to use enriched pasta for 2014-15 and 2015-16 school years, giving industry time to catch up with requirements.
· Michigan issued an online survey to determine if waivers were required for any SFAs across the state.

	SP 46-2014, CACFP 12-2014, SFSP 18-2014
	Disaster Response
	5/19/2014

	· Provides overview of ways State agencies, SFAs and sponsors can respond to situations resulting to from damage or disruptions due to natural disasters (tornadoes, floods, etc.) and man-made disasters. 
· Highlights include:
· Children residing in or evacuated from disaster areas may be considered homeless (under McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act) and eligible for free meals (check with homeless liaison).
· Any status change due to natural or man-made disaster continues for the rest of the school year.
· Allows expedited approval of emergency SFSP sites.
· Supersedes SP 25-2012, CACFP 12-2012, SFSP 10-2012.

	SP 45-2014
	Prototype Household Application for School Year 2014-15
· Prototype
	5/12/2014
	· The prototype household application for the 2014-15 school year is now available, including income cutoffs for free and reduced. 
· MDE School Nutrition Programs releases its own prototype application with additional information, available here: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-43092_50144-194552--,00.html 

	SP 44-2014
	Q&As Related to the Independent Review of Applications
	4/30/2014
	· Provides guidance regarding the new requirement for 2014-15 SY – SFAs with high levels of, or high risk for, administrative error are required to have a second, independent review of applications before eligibility decisions for free/reduced price meals are made. 
· These schools:
· Have at least 10% error rate on eligibility determinations for income-based applications, as found in an Administrative Review
· Other criteria, as determined by MDE School Nutrition Programs (TBD)
· SFAs required to do this will be notified by MDE School Nutrition Programs soon.

	SP 43-2014
	Q&As on the School Breakfast Program Meal Pattern in SY 2014-15
	4/28/2014
	· Provides updated Q&A on SBP meal pattern for 2014-15 SY. This year starts many SBP updates made by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. Highlights include: 
· Starting this school year, 1 cup must be offered at breakfast for every age-grade level. 
· If OVS is chosen for breakfast, students must take at least ½ cup fruit (or vegetable substitute).
· All grains offered must be whole grain-rich.
· Target 1 sodium restrictions required.
· Linda Stull is the MDE-SNP expert on meal patterns (stulll@michigan.gov or 517-241-3884). 

	SP 42-2014, SFSP 17-2014, CACFP 11-2014
	Sharing Aggregate Data to Expand Program Access and Services in Child Nutrition Programs
	4/24/2014
	· Child Nutrition Program operators may share student-specific eligibility status with other CNP operators to speed up eligibility certification for these programs; they may also share aggregate information about eligibility status withouit parent notification as long as no individual eligibility information is able to be determined (e.g., releasing data about a specific classroom is not OK because individual identification could be determined). 
· CNP operators are encouraged to share aggregate data with partners (e.g., anti-hunger advocacy organizations). Data relating to individual children is strictly prohibited.
· References & FAQ  for more information on when sharing data is appropriate are included. 

	SP 41-2014
	Clarification of the Policy on Food Consumption Outside of Foodservice Area, and the Whole Grain-Rich Requirement
	4/23/2014
	· Consuming breakfast/lunch items outside of the foodservice area and meal period: 
· There is no problem with students saving reimbursable meal food items for consumption at a later time, as long as these items don’t require cooling or heating (e.g., whole fruit, baby carrots, muffin, etc.).
· There is no problem with share tables, as long as State and local food safety regulations (and health departments) approve of the practices.
· Whole-grain rich product requirement for breakfast/lunch: 
· Starting SY 2014-15, all grains must be whole grain-rich, meaning they are made of at least 50% whole grain and the remainder of the grain can be enriched non whole grains (e.g., a product w/ 2 cups of whole wheat flour and 2 cups enriched white flour would meet the 50% whole grain rich requirement)
· More information: www.fns.usda.gov/tn/whole-grain-resource 

	SP 40-2014
	Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards and Culinary Education Programs
	4/22/2014
	· Starting July 1, 2014, all foods sold on the school campus during the school day (midnight before through 30 minutes after the end of the school day) must meet the Smart Snacks nutrition standards. 
· Culinary education programs’ curriculum in schools is not affected, nor are foods sold to adults or to students outside of the school day. However, these programs are not allowed to sell food to students on campus during the school day if the food does not meet the Smart Snacks guidelines.
· “Sale” includes exchange of tickets or tokens instead of actual money.
· Additional information may be found at www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/smart-snacks-school 

	SP 39-2014
	2014 Edition of Q&As for the National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option
	4/21/2014
	· The 2014 edition of Q&As for the NSLP Seamless Summer option is included. 
· Michigan School Nutrition Programs do not currently participate in the Seamless Summer Option. 

	SP 38-2014, CACFP 10-2014, SFSP 15-2014
	Area Eligibility Using Census Data
	4/21/2014
	· Effective immediately, additional flexibility is allowed when using census data for area eligibility determinations in NSLP, SFSP and CACFP. 
· Eligibility is established when census data indicates at least 50% of children living in an area are in households eligible for free or reduced-price meals. 
· Eligibility may now be determined by either using Census Block Groups or Census Tracts.
· With State agency and Regional Office approval, up to three adjacent Census Block Groups may be averaged (weighted average) to determine eligibility. At least 40% of children must be eligible in all CBGs to be considered. Census Tracts may not be combined.
· Sites are considered eligible if: 
· At least 50% of children in Census Tract are free/reduced eligible
· At least 50% in CBG are free/reduced eligible
· All adjacent CBGs (up to three allowed) average to at least 50% and at least 40% free/reduced in each individual CBG

	SP 37-2014
	Fiscal Year 2014 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food Authorities
	4/18/2014
	· The Agriculture Appropriations Act of 2014 (2014 Farm Bill) designated that additional funding be given to States for equipment assistance grants of up to $25,000 per SFA. States are to award these grants via the competitive grant process and give preference to high-need schools.
· Criteria to consider when determining grant winners are provided. 
· State agencies must complete the awards process by Sept. 30, 2015. Michigan is getting a total of $985,690 across two fiscal years.

	SP 36-2014
	Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards and Exempt Fundraisers
	4/17/2014
	· Michigan has opted not to allow any special exemptions to the Smart Snacks nutrition standards for a given number of infrequent school fundraisers; in other words, Michigan establishes a policy that no fundraiser exemptions will be allowed. 
· Setting a State-wide limit on frequency and number of fundraisers would be complicated and create additional administrative burden not only for school districts but also for State agency staff while conducting administrative reviews. 
· For more information, visit www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/smart-snacks-school 

	SP 35-2014
	Grain Entrees Related to the Smart Snacks in School Standards
	4/17/2014
	· The interim final Smart Snacks rule does not include grain-only items as entrée items. However, USDA is allowing SFAs to determine which grain-only items are considered entrees for breakfasts offered as part of SBP. 
· As with NSLP, SBP entrée items are exempt from all competitive food standards if offered the day of or the day after served for SBP (eg, serve whole grain-rich pancakes as main dish for SBP, can be considered entrée and exempt from standards day of and day after served as long as offered in the same or smaller portion size as SBP).
· Side dishes part of NSLP or SBP sold a la carte must meet Smart Snacks standards.

	SP 34-2014
	Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP): Allocation of Funds for School Year (SY) 2014-2015

	4/16/2014
	· Annual memo that outlines grant award levels for each State, reminds of Program rules and deadlines.
· Michigan to receive $4,389,066 in SY 2014-2015; after admin costs, $4,169,612.70 to be given to highest need schools that applied (application deadline was 5/29/2014). 
· For information on FFVP, click here: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-43092_50144-200565--,00.html 

	SP 33-2014
	FFVP: Pilot for Canned, Frozen and Dried Fruits & Vegetables Request for Application Guidance & Procedures for Selection of States and Schools
	4/7/2014
	· The 2014 Farm Bill (also called the Agricultural Act of 2014) called for a pilot during the 2014-15 school year that would allow participants of FFVP to also purchase canned, frozen and dried fruits in addition to currently allowed fresh fruits and vegetables.
· NOTE: Michigan opted not to apply this year (main FFVP contact on maternity leave, etc.)

	SP 32-2014
	Community Eligibility Provision: Annual Notification and Publication Requirements - Revised
	4/1/2014
	· By May 1st of each year, States are required to notify school districts eligible and publish lists of eligible districts for CEP (formerly CEO) and provide procedures for districts interested in participating.
· States mush provide LEAs with districtwide eligibility information and collect school level information by April 15th of each year.
· States must provide districtwide data to LEAs  
· LEAs must provide school level eligibility info to States
· LEAs interested in choosing CEP for some/all schools must submit updated student and enrollment data reflecting April 1st data to determine eligibility for CEP
· Memo provides more detail re: State requirements for notifying.

	SP 31-2014
	State Agency Prior Approval for School Food Authority Equipment Purchases 
	3/28/2014
	· Allows States to (with approval from Regional Offices) develop list and criteria for capital assets typically purchased by SFAs (convection ovens, steamers, refrigerators, etc.) that would allow automatic approval of these items.
· Items not on this list would still require State approval for equipment. 
· Administrative reviews would include a check of equipment purchased.
· Guidance previously required approval for all equipment costs at $5,000 or higher

	SP 30-2014
	Determining Eligibility for Two Cent Differential Reimbursement in New Schools
	3/28/2014
	· SFAs with 60% or more lunches served at free/reduced status two school years ago are eligible for the “severe need” or 2 cents more per reimbursable lunch.
· For new SFAs:
· No participation data exists from past
· May demonstrate that they qualify if they serve at least 60% free/reduced lunches for the first three claims of the school year; if so, they retroactively get 2 cents extra per lunch for these three months.
· Under certain conditions may already have data from two school years ago (see memo).

	SP 29-2014
	Consolidated Appropriations Act Report Language on Waivers for School Breakfast and Smart Snacks

	3/21/2014
	· USDA will not be providing waivers for School Breakfast (SBP) and Smart Snacks requirements that go into effect on July 1, 2014. 
· Though the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 (P.L. 113-76) did include language directing USDA to establish a process for States to grant waivers for the 2014-15 school year. USDA confirmed it is not allowed to waive these regulations and is also prohibited from allowing State agencies to do so. 

	SP 28-2014

	Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Year 2014-15

	3/20/2014
	· USDA is extending the Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) exemption through the 2014-15 SY. 
· States should exempt SFAs from PLE requirements if they request an exemption and meet criteria, including: 
· Have been certified as meeting meal pattern requirements (6 cent certification).
· Can show that the required increase in paid lunch prices or revenue contributions would cause the SFA to exceed the 3-month operating balance limit despite other necessary or appropriate uses for the SFA’s funds (if applicable). 
· The State agency makes the final exemption determination. 
· Even those SFAs that received the exemption in 2013-14 must request a new exemption for the 2014-15 school year.
· USDA initially provided an exemption in memo SP 34-2013.

	SP 27-2014
	FY 2014 Reallocation of State Administrative Expense (SAE) Funds

	3/14/2014
	· State agencies may request SAE reallocation funds for any allowable expense associated with administration of Child Nutrition Programs (request additional funds or return funds that they didn’t need); they can carry over 20% of unobligated FY 2014 SAE funds into 2015.
· A “State Exchange” is now available to share information and resources between States (e.g., site visits to sister agencies in other States to gather best practices). 


	SP 26-2014
	New Q&As Related to the Certification of Compliance with Meal Requirements for the NSLP
	3/11/2014
	· The Q&A provides additional clarification regarding the 6 cent/Performance Based Reimbursement process. Highlights include: 
· On-site certification: State agencies review documents and observe a meal service for each age-grade group and menu type and conduct a nutrient analysis using USDA approved software (not 6 cent tool).
· For the 2014-15 SY, new SFAs must apply for 6 cent certification when applying for NSLP or via administrative reviews.
· SFAs already certified for the 6 cents reimbursement do not need to be certified again.
· The worksheets won’t be updated, but the caps on grains and meat/meat alternates are still lifted.
· SFAs that fail to apply for certification: States should provide TA and develop a corrective action plan during the administrative review process.

	SP 12-2014r
	Request for Applications for Participation in Demonstration Projects to Evaluate Direct Certification with Medicaid in SY 2014-15
	3/7/2014
	· The application has been extended to March 31, 2014. See SP 12-2014 below for more information. 

	SP 25-2014
	School Food Authorities Purchasing Produce from U.S. Department of Defense Vendors Using Section 4 & 11 or Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Funds
	3/6/2014
	· Clarifies how SFAs may use funds to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) from Department of Defense (DoD) Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (DoD Fresh) vendors. 
· It is not OK to place orders through DoD’s FFAVORS system for any FFVP purchases covered by the grant. 
· Michigan does not offer this option for FFVP; currently, only delivery charges for DoD Fresh are allowable costs under the State’s FFVP. 

	SP 24-2014
	Additional Administrative Reviews Guidance
	3/6/2014
	· Due to changes required by Section 207 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, Additional Administrative Reviews (AARs) are no longer required.  
· Until this announcement, AARs were required of high-risk participants of the National School Lunch Program. 


	SP 23-2014
	Questions & Answers Related to the “Smart Snacks” Interim Final Rule
	3/5/2014
	· Though the final rule on Smart Snacks in Schools (competitive food requirements) is pending, the Q&A provides additional guidance for putting the rule into action. Requirements, based on the interim final rule, start July 1, 2014. 
· Highlights include: 
· Entrees that have been served as part of NSLP or SBP are exempt from Smart Snacks standards on the day of service and the day after service.
· Foods must have less than 10% of calories from sat fat; a food with exactly 10% of calories from sat fat does NOT meet the standard.
· Fundraiser = An event that includes any activity during which currency/tokens/tickets exchanged for the sale/purchase of a product in support of the school or school-related activities (including suggesting a donation).
· Does not cover foods not sold (e.g., brought from home).

	SP 22-2014
	Reporting Guidance for SFA Verification Collection Report in Food Programs Reporting System for SY2013-14
	2/28/2014
	· Provides summary data reporting guidance for State agencies for the Verification Collection Report (VCR), FNS-742, for SY 2013-14. 

	SP 21-2014
	Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Q&As
	2/25/2014
	· Provides guidance and Q&As related to the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP, formerly CEO). Highlights include: 
· How to factor in new or dropped schools into a district’s CEP claiming percentages.
· The final rule related to CEP will not be released before the start of 2014-15 SY, but will be released at some point. 

	SP 20-2014
	Reporting Guidance for the 2013-14 School Year Direct Certification Performance Measures
	2/4/2014
	· Offers guidance for State agencies in determining information for various reports and performance measures related to direct certification, the Verification Collection Report, etc. (including repots FNS-742 and FNS-834).

	SP 19-2014
	Community Eligibility Provision – Department of Education Title I Guidance
	1/31/2014
	· The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP, formerly CEO) will be rolled out nationwide in the 2014-15 SY. Michigan was a pilot State that began operating CEP (formerly CEO) when it first began. 
· The memo gives guidance for States and SFAs operating CEP, including how to follow Title I requirements using NSLP data: 
· Districts can use only direct cert data instead of also collecting household apps if they choose, even for non-CEP schools. This means schools do not have to conduct household income surveys just for Title I purposes. 
· After June 30, 2014, the multiplier to calculate percent free and reduced students based on direct cert may change to a number between 1.3 and 1.6 based on USDA authority.

	SP 18-2014
	FNS-640 Data Report for School Year 2010-11
	1/28/2014
	· Announces release of FNS-640 Data Report for SY 2010-11. 
· This is a compilation of all State agencies’ Coordinated Review Effort (CRE) results from school year 2010-11, the third year of the final five-year review cycle under the CRE process. 
· Offers a way to compare Michigan CRE reviews during this school year with national averages.

	SP 17-2014

	Discretionary Elimination of Reduced Price Charges in School Meal Programs
	1/22/2014
	· SFAs may allow schools and institutions not operating a special provision to offer reduced price meals for free or a further reduced price to qualifying students by covering the reduced price student payments from the nonprofit food service account.
· These schools must still claim children as reduced and will receive the reduced benefit for these students.
· This may be selected for lunch and/or breakfast and for serving sites the SFA chooses (not all of the SFA needs to make the same choice). 

	SP 16-2014, SFSP 14-2014
	Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Feeding Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat – Revised Q&As
	1/10/2014
	· Under this demo project, non-congregate meal service (children take food and leave without having eaten) is allowed only on days when the National Weather Service has issued a Heat Advisory, an Excessive Heat Warning or an Excessive Heat Watch in the area of the approved outdoor site.
· This project can be extended to other situations that make congregate feeding impractical. These must first be approved by FNS Regional Office.
· To participate in the demo project, sponsors must notify their State agencies (Bryan VanDorn, vandornb1@michigan.gov). 
· Updated Q&A provided.  

	SP 15-2014


	Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations and Tool

	12/18/2013
	· The paid lunch equity (PLE) tool, to be used by SFAs to calculate their 2014-15 SY paid lunch prices, is now available (Excel format). 
· It now allows calculations for SFAs wishing to both raise prices and contribute non-Federal funds. 
· SFAs which, on a weighted average, charged less than $2.65 for paid lunches in SY 2013-14, will need to either raise their paid lunch prices or use non-Federal sources to make up for the difference (use unrounded adjusted average paid lunch price requirement from SY 2013-14). 
· For SY 2014-15, non-federal source definition flexibility will be extended. The following will continue to count as non-Federal sources:
· Per-meal non-Federal reimbursement for any paid meal.
· Any funds provided by organizations for any paid meal.
· Any proportion attributable to paid meals from direct payments made from school district funds to support lunch service.

	SP 14-2014

	National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Equipment Assistance Grants – Fiscal Years (FY) 2010 and 2013
	12/18/2013
	· Michigan has been selected to offer $638,408 in equipment grants to SFAs.
· More information will be forthcoming from MDE regarding SFAs interested in applying. 

	SP 13-2014
	School Food Service Account Revenue from the Sale of Non-Program Foods 
	12/12/2013
	· Defines non-program food, competitive food.
· Due to changes in sxn 206 of HHFKA, all revenue from the sale of non-program foods sold in schools at any time or location on the school campus bought from the non-profit school food service account (NPSFSA) must accrue only to the NPSFSA and is no longer allowed to benefit student organizations or school programs.
· SFAs can still purchase goods from other entities through existing food service contracts (as long as cost is paid in full by the other entity, including labor costs of purchasing these goods and doesn’t create a material change to SFA contract). 
· Example: Sports team could pay school food service for full cost of food purchased through an existing FS contract + any labor required to order extra food. The sports team can then sell the food at the sporting event and keep any revenue from those sales.

	SP 11-2014, SFSP 11-2014


	Effective Date of Free or Reduced Price Meal Eligibility Determinations

	12/3/2013
	· For NSLP, SBP, SMP and SFSP, flexibility is available to LEAs for establishing effective date of eligibility for children certified for free or reduced price meals.
· Specific point in time for effective date not addressed in Program regulations.
· Children have generally been certified as eligible for free or reduced benefits the date the application is approved (okay). 
· If LEA chooses, it could establish date of submission instead of approval date as “effective date of eligibility.” This applies to complete applications only.
· LEAs must have a method to document effective date.
· LEAs must refund any money paid for child between submission and eligibility determination, including forgiving accrued debt. If this is done, the claim for the month of the application can be adjusted to reflect the revised status starting with the date of submission. 
· If this is chosen, State agency must be notified. 
· Goal is to allow low-income children access to free/reduced price meals during eligibility determination period.


	SP 10-2014, CACFP 05-2014, SFSP 10-2014 

	Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs
	[bookmark: _GoBack]11/14/2013
	· Components that can credit for smoothies prepared in-house:
· Milk (all meals – only for actual milk used; must be allowable milk)
· Fruit juice (all meals; any kind of blended fruit counts as juice)
· Yogurt as meat/meat alternate (breakfast only)
· Commercially prepared smoothies may only credit toward the fruit component. 
· Any other components are allowed, but don’t credit and are counted towards calorie and saturated fat (and later, sodium) weekly limits.
· Supersedes SP 36-2012 (original memo allowed milk to credit; this adds information on crediting yogurt).

	SFSP 09-2014

	Summer Food Service Q&A
	11/12/2013
	· Updated Q&A shows changes highlighted in yellow. Key changes include:
· Summer schools may participate in SFSP if they are open to all children in the attendance area of the site; a comparison chart has been developed.
· Multiple sponsors can serve meals at the same site IF the total number and type of services don’t exceed max allowed in regulations; two sponsors can’t serve same meal.
· States must require corrective action if reimbursements far exceed expenditures.
· Breakfast OVS: Must offer 4 items, child must take 3 items. 
· Lunch and Supper OVS: Must offer 5 items (one serving M/MA, two different fruit/vegetable servings, one grain, one milk); child must take 3 items.  
· Supersedes SFSP 05-2013 Revised.

	SP 09-2014

	Additional Administrative Reviews (AAR) and State Retention of Improperly-Paid Funds in SY 13-14
	11/13/2013
	· States are required to conduct AARs in 2013-14SY for select SFAs with a high risk for administrative error.
· States should use the same procedures as in past years to identify high risk SFAs. 
· See SP 18-2013 for guidance on the AAR requirement.

	SP 08-2014, SFSP 08-2014

	Meal Service Requirements 
	11/12/2013
	· Consolidates guidance on meal times, meal types, adult meals, OVS, leftovers, etc. Includes Q&A. Relates to both NSLP and SFSP.
· Now, all sponsors now have the option to allow children to take a single item from the fruit/vegetable or grain component offsite for later consumption (as long as in compliance with local and State health and safety codes). 

	SP 07-2014, SFSP 07-2014
	Expanding Awareness and Access to the Summer Food Service Program 
	11/12/2013
	· Clarifies and provides general guidance on regulatory and policy requirements for SFSP related to expanding Program awareness. 
· Highlights resources available to help with expansion efforts. 
· Families can call the National Hunger Hotline (1-866-3-HUNGRY) to find summer meal sites.
· Supersedes SFSP 04-2011, SFSP Policy, Outreach Strategies, 2/2004. 

	SP 06-2014, SFSP 06-2014

	Transitioning from At Risk Afterschool to Summer Meals 
	11/12/2013
	· Provides provisions available to streamline processes for organizations serving children during the school year that wish to continue meal service in the summer months. 
· At-risk afterschool sites don’t need to attend training before submitting an SFSP app or submit further proof of financial/administrative capability. However, they may be required to attend training before Program operations. 
· Additional guidance provided (including: financial management).
· Refer to CACFP 03-2012 for simplified application procedures. 

	SP 05-2014, SFSP 05-2014 

	Use of School and Census Data
	11/12/2013
	· Consolidates guidance from several memos on availability of census and school data, data prioritization and duration of area eligibility. 
· Either school or census data showing at least 50% free and reduced children in the area can be used to determine eligibility. Area eligibility determinations only need to be updated every 5 years. 
· School data can be used for SFSP, excluding camps.
· State agency has discretion to establish area eligibility from data from a more recent month in the school year; in an otherwise ineligible location, school data from that month can be used to establish area eligibility. 
· Amends previous policy to allow the use of either school or census data as the primary source of data for eligibility determinations in CACFP. 

	SP 04-2014, SFSP 04-2014

	Promoting Nutrition in Summer Meals 
	11/12/2013
	· Highlights existing policies and procedures that can assist with serving more nutritious meals that appeal to children, including: procurement (specify minimum benchmarks), use of USDA foods, taking advantage of local foods, use of Team Nutrition resources, etc.

	SP 03-2014, SFSP 03-2014

	Census Data Release: Fiscal Year 2014
	11/08/2013
	· In an effort to encourage early recruitment of SFSP sponsors, FNS will now release annual Census Bureau data in October instead of February. 
· Data has been provided to Food Research and Action Council (FRAC) to include in their mapping websites (http://www.fairdata2000.com/SummerFood). This site can be used to determine area eligibility. 

	SP 02-2014, SFSP 02-2014

	Mobile Feeding Options in Summer Feeding Programs 
	11/08/2013
	· Offers guidance on the use of mobile feeding for NSLP and SFSP.
· Covers a range of topics sponsors should consider as well as non-FNS government funding options.
· Each stop must meet eligibility criteria and other SFSP requirements.
· Food safety needs to be monitored. 
· Mobile-related costs are allowable in most cases. 
· Contingency plans are needed for inclement weather. 
· Supersedes SFSP 17-1999. 

	SFSP 01-2014
	Sponsors Operating in Multiple Sites: Revised
	12/8/2013
	· For SFSP, sponsors may participate in any State, regardless of where sponsor is located.
· State agency staff must not be required to travel out of State in order to monitor a sponsor not located within their State; sponsors located out of State must make requested materials available in the State where the sponsor’s sites are located in order to assist with monitoring activities.

	SP 01-2014

	Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations
	11/06/2013
	· SFAs need to annually review their paid lunch revenue to assure compliance with the paid lunch equity requirement. 
· For the 2014-2015 SY, SFAs which, on average, charged less than $2.65 for paid lunches in 2013-14SY, are required to increase their average price or provide additional non-Federal funds to the non-profit foodservice account (the amount of increase is 4.27%).
· An updated version of the PLE tool is expected soon. 
· Memo SP-39-2011 Revised offers more guidance for PLE calculations.

	ABBREVIATION KEY: 
· FNS = Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture
· FSMC = Food Service Management Company
· FY = Fiscal Year
· HACCP = Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points
· HHFKA = Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010
· LEA = Local Education Agency
· MDE = Michigan Department of Education
· NPSFSA = Non-Profit School Food Service Account
· NSLP = National School Lunch Program
· OVS = Offer versus Serve
· SAE = State Administrative Expense
· SBP = School Breakfast Program 
· SFA = School Food Authority
· SY = School Year
· USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture
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