STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

MICHAEL F. RICE, Ph.D.
GRETC@%%';RV,\\,@RITMER LANSING STATE SUPERINTENDENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 23, 2020
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents
Public School Academy Directors @
FROM: Michael F. Rice, Ph.D., State Superintendent

SUBJECT: Help In Finding Missing Students - MEMO #COVID-19-129

Across the state and across the country, many educators have been concerned about
children who aren’t showing up in any student enrollment counts in any schools so
far this school year. This would be an alarming phenomenon in any year, but is
particularly alarming in a pandemic when many children are not attending school in
person.

The department recently sent a memo to local and intermediate school
superintendents and public school academy directors about this issue. We have
begun discussion with education leaders in the state to address this dilemma. Other
work is under consideration, but time is of the essence for our children.

Please take every possible measure to connect with every family whose children you
served last year, if you haven’t done so already. Please don’t assume that a child or
children aren’t in your district this year because they’re being educated in another
district or public school academy, in a private or parochial school, or at home. This
may, or may not, be so.

The national organization Attendance Works has developed a useful resource to help
districts connect with families of children who have not yet enrolled in your districts.
You can find this resource at: Updated for Covid-19: Strategies for Connecting with
Students and Families. We encourage you and your staffs to review and consider
these strategies to the benefit of children and families in your communities.
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Enrollment_and_Missing_Children__704651_7.pdf
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.attendanceworks.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F06%2FStrategies-for-Connecting-with-Students-and-Families-rev-8-27-20.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C489c36e6f5324beddf5b08d87772d618%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637390682397451937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KxTDQhm3MDDqefvt2bI6nOntKM0Uz7EdsGukjbQY%2B1w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.attendanceworks.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F06%2FStrategies-for-Connecting-with-Students-and-Families-rev-8-27-20.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C489c36e6f5324beddf5b08d87772d618%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637390682397451937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KxTDQhm3MDDqefvt2bI6nOntKM0Uz7EdsGukjbQY%2B1w%3D&reserved=0

