Great Lakes Energy News – July/August 2012
from GLREA   www.glrea.org 
PO Box 714, East Lansing, MI 48826
18 Electric Vehicle Charging Stations have been installed at 6 parking locations in downtown Ann Arbor.  The Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority was able to secure federal grant funding through the Clean Energy Coalition. Dave Konkle, the DDA's energy programs director, said that the DDA's goal was to spread them out so there will be electric car charging spots available every few blocks.

University of Michigan will defend its title next month in the American Solar Challenge that includes an overnight stop in its hometown on July 16. The student team is vying for its 7th first-place finish and 4th consecutive championship. This year, the team will race Quantum, its lightest-ever vehicle, which finished third in the World Solar Challenge in Australia last fall. The 1,650-mile American race starts in Rochester, N.Y. on Sunday, July 14 and ends in St. Paul, Minn.  http://solarcar.engin.umich.edu 
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/06/27/solar-car-powerhouse-um-gets-home-field-advantage-in-upcoming-american-race/
Michigan Public Service Commission staff report on advanced meters indicates that advanced meters are a safe technology and that the health risk is “insignificant.”  DTE Energy has installed more than 800,000 advanced meters in its SE Michigan service area and plans to have 1.2 million meters installed by the end of 2013. The meters allow utilities to quickly locate and reduce the length of power outages and remotely connect and disconnect service for faster response to customers.  Customers also will be able to track, manage and control their energy usage as a result of timely information provided by the meters. The MPSC staff report noted there have been numerous comments against the meters.  DTE is developing an option that will allow customers to ‘opt out’.
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/07/01/dte-energy-hails-mpsc-report-on-advanced-meters/
Beyond Michigan
Scotland has ambitious smart grid plans which will help it reach its 2020 goal of having 100% of its energy capable of being provided by renewables.  The recently released Scottish Smart Grid Sector Strategy includes jobs for 12,000 people in the smart grid and another 28,000 in wind, micro-grids on outlying islands, smart meters at every home and business, and harnessing enough offshore wind to power Scotland and export excess power. Currently, renewables make up about 35% of Scotland’s generation. 

http://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/will-scotland-dominate-in-smart-grid/
Windstalk, designed for Masdar City in Abu Dhabi, has 1203 ‘stalks’ made of carbon fiber-reinforced resin. The stalks will stand 55 meters tall and will be anchored to concrete bases 10 to 20 meters in diameter. The stalks decrease in diameter from base to tip and will light up with the aid of LEDs as winds pick up. Within each hollow pole is a stack of piezoelectric ceramic discs and between the ceramic disks are electrodes. When the wind causes the stalks to sway, the discs compress, generating a current.

http://designbuildsource.com.au/wind-turbines-windstalks
Ian Baring-Gould, the National Technical Director with Wind Powering America at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, posted a new article on the Great Lakes Wind Collaborative blog  www.glwcblog.blogspot.com.  Ian discusses three recently released studies that look at the future of renewable energy and natural gas for power generation and how wind energy can hedge against fluctuations in the price of natural gas.
New Jersey utilities will be required to buy more solar energy under legislation signed by Governor Chris Christie.  Utilities will need to get 2.05% of their electricity from solar projects in 2014, up from less than 0.5% now.  New Jersey developers added 174 MW of PV in the first quarter, surpassing California as the largest solar state with 34% of all U.S. installations.  Prices for SREC’s (Solar Renewable Energy Certificates) sank to less than $100/MWH this year from more than $500 a year ago because installed PV systems were producing twice the amount that utilities needed. The state’s solar requirement will increase to 4.1% by 2028. 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-07-23/christie-signs-solar-bill-increasing-n-j-energy-requirement-1-.html
 

Governors from six New England states have agreed to release a request for proposals (RFP) next year for a large amount of wind power and other sources of renewable energy. Gov. Deval Patrick, D-Mass., proposed the resolution calling for the RFP at the New England Governors' Conference. This resolution will result in the release of an RFP for renewable energy in 2013.

http://www.nawindpower.com/e107_plugins/content/content.php?content.10209
 

GLREA News
The GLREA Board of Directors has voted unanimously to endorse the 25 x 25 ballot initiative.  Michigan Energy Michigan Jobs submitted 529,840 signatures to the state Bureau of Elections for the ballot initiative that would require 25% of utility power to come from biomass, hydro, solar and wind turbines by 2025.  The coalition needed a minimum of 322,609 signatures to win a spot on the November general election ballot. You can sign up as a supporter at http://mienergymijobs.com/ and find suggestions on how you can help.
 

GLREA Member Highlight
 Wind Energy continues to be a growing market for southeast Michigan-based Metro Consulting Associates (MCA). Since the firm opened in 2009, its wind energy business has more than tripled across the state. Recent projects in Michigan span more than 87,000 acres including 300 wind turbine generators producing 530 MW.  MCA performs multiple tasks based on client needs including interconnection studies, ordinance due diligence, surveys, community outreach, design, transportation planning, infrastructure analysis, permits and T-line routing.  MCA is a full service land surveying & civil engineering consultant.  For more information including case studies on wind energy projects, contact Damon Garrett, Operations Manager at 800-525-6016 or visit www.metroca.ne
Michigan News
IKEA has officially plugged in the PV system at its Detroit area store in Canton - the state's largest PV array. The 122,200 sq.ft. array consists of a 977.6 kW system, built with 4,160 panels.  IKEA will produce approximately 1,114,943 kWh per year.  The Canton installation represents the 20th completed solar energy project for IKEA in the US, with 19 more locations underway. 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/michigans-largest-solar-array-now-plugged-in-atop-ikea-canton-2012-07-10
 

Meridian Township is working with Ian Olmstead from Peninsula Solar, Michigan Energy Options, U.S. Dept. of Energy, Mother Nature, Consumers Energy, and others to create a solar demonstration and educational project at Harris Nature Center. The demonstrations will include a solar-powered webcam system, grid-connected photovoltaic system, and an indoor educational exhibit. The separate 135 Watt PV panel will power two webcams pointed at the bird-feeding area and the hawk cage. http://recycle.meridian.mi.us/energy/harris/SOLARWEB.htm
 

Consumers Energy reached a level of electric demand never seen before in the company’s 125 year history.  Customer demand hit a peak of 9,086 MW on July 17 between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., a level that surpasses a previous all time record of 8,930 MW set on July 21, 2011.

 

Southfield City Council has voted to become the first city government to join Lean & Green Michigan, a public-private partnership to finance energy efficiency projects and renewable energy improvements for commercial buildings.  Southfield’s membership in Lean & Green Michigan allows for the adoption of a citywide Property Assessed Clean Energy Program, which enables property owners to take on voluntary special assessments in order to finance energy and water improvements. Lean & Green Michigan is a project of Levin Energy Partners, LLC. www.leanandgreenmi.com 
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/07/09/southfield-businesses-get-new-tool-to-save-energy-and-money/
 
MCV Holding Co. LLC, the parent company of Midland Cogeneration Venture Limited Partnership,  applied to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for an air permit for the installation of a 640 MW combined-cycle natural gas power plant to be located at the MCV site in Midland.  MCV currently owns and operates a 1,630 MW combined-cycle natural gas plant at its Midland site.
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/07/11/midland-power-plant-owners-apply-for-expansion/
 
New Biofuel production process created by Michigan State University researchers produces energy more than 20 times higher than existing methods.  A novel approach uses microbes to consume agricultural wastes and produce biofuel and hydrogen.
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/07/10/msu-offers-breakthrough-in-biofuel-production/
 
University of Michigan Solar Car Team has won the 2012 American Solar Challenge with their car Quantum for a fourth consecutive American title.  The eight day, biennial 1,650 mile competition started in Rochester, N.Y., on July 14 and ended in St. Paul on July 22. The UM car crossed the finish line for a final elapsed running time of just under 45 hours. Western Michigan University’s Sunseeker finished eighth and also won the event’s Sportsmanship Award.
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2012/07/22/um-solar-car-team-wins-a-rainy-american-solar-challenge/
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival this year will be semi-powered by a 6 kW PV system. Working with Stefan Graf from IlluminArt , SolarYpsi will install a 26 panel, ground mount system that will help power the festival. SolarYpsi volunteers will be on hand to explain solar power and answer any questions. The festival is Aug 17, 18, &19 in Riverside Park. http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/  Also SolarYpsi made the August/September issue of Home Power magazine. SolarYpsi is featured in the “Returns, giving back with renewables” section on page 28 and again in the “Solutions, ingenuity in renewable energy” section on page 32.

 

 

