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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE:  September 2, 2021  

 

TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 

 Public School Academy Directors   
 
FROM:  Michael F. Rice, Ph.D., State Superintendent     

 
SUBJECT:  Promoting Great Start Readiness Program Enrollment to Parents  

 
The Michigan legislature and Governor Gretchen Whitmer have made a significant 
investment of roughly $168 million in Michigan’s nationally recognized Great Start 

Readiness Program (GSRP) for fiscal year (FY) 2021-2022. 
 

The governor and I recently had the opportunity to share briefly with MAISA and 
intermediate school district (ISD) superintendents.  As she said in the virtual 
meeting, the short-term goal of this investment is to provide access to the remaining 

eligible children for GSRP, while the longer-term goal is to raise reading proficiency of 
our children.  As many of you may recall, Michigan’s GSRP program is tied for first 

nationally in early childhood education quality, but only 21st in access.  Our success 
in expanding GSRP not only can make us a top state in early childhood access but 
can also help us enormously to improve literacy outcomes, broader academic 

outcomes, and life outcomes for our students. 
 

To help promote the expansion of GSRP access across the state, the team at the 
Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has created a public service video for your 

districts to share on your websites, social media platforms, and any local media 
outlets and public access vehicles in your communities. We know that the expansion 
of GSRP to the last third of our children who are eligible but who have yet to receive 

GSRP services is a challenge. 
 

For more than five decades, research has shown children who attend quality 
preschool programs are more prepared for school and are less likely to be identified 
as having special needs or to be held back in elementary school than children who 

did not attend preschool. GSRP has also found these outcomes through its research 
since 1995. National studies show clear positive effects on children’s early 

elementary literacy and mathematics skills. GSRP is proud to be able to be included 
among state pre-K programs in the country that have generated these outcomes, 
based on research out of the National Institute for Early Education Research. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DfSqQ8jAytNw&data=04%7C01%7CLowerR%40michigan.gov%7C7717188cb2d041c3131208d96964ead0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637656704415086870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kW8%2BHWUXkm4VkSbcKBDWoD5INvZMJfFampR%2BTA91QCM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GSRP_Evaluation_397470_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GSRP_Evaluation_397470_7.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/2332858418766291
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For further questions related to this memo, please contact Marty Ackley, director of 
MDE’s Office of Public and Governmental Affairs at ackleyM@michigan.gov.  
 

cc: Michigan Education Alliance  
 Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Directors  

mailto:ackleyM@michigan.gov

