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Informational Writing - Grade 4  Prompt Released Items Fall 2011

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Every 24 hours life on Earth changes from day to night. Compare
what happens during the day to what happens at night.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to
revise and edit your writing.

— Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

— Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
—__ DidIuse logical order so my writing makes sense?
— Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

— Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS



Rubric Released ltems Fall 2011

Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Ideas Score Point: 0

One sentence in this response compares day and night (dogs sleep in night and are awake in the day). It is
focused on the task but is undeveloped.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1
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ANCHOR PAPER2
Ideas Score Point: 0

There is evidence that the student read the prompt and responded to it, but the writer failed to provide a
comparison between day and night.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2
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tacle you in and say  good nigh .

ANCHOR PAPER 3
Ideas Score Point: 0

Instead of comparing day and night, this response consists of general information about the writer's day.
It is not focused on the task of comparing day and night.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3b
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 ldeas

ANCHOR PAPER 4
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response consists of a brief, simple comparison (go to sleep vs. go to work or school). It is

minimally focused on the task.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4



Informational Writing - Grade 4 ldeas Released Iltems Fall 2011

_.DALVOLD.G_W Whai— 1 L 20 {4
:[ Ef S:M ii E:gn«r? No. oK.
¢ bh'H’\ Jm/
and N (gh We Jdg ﬁvé
L K< hthe Zdaq- /VD_f_-I"_P_eqalc

(pe dwake dnd g% Night
(’( r)Oqulg qQre jlfﬂp;ﬂgi
he .14.'4_’%5%&_

an @niyq;yhf 0 Tt

Awﬁ\_Lﬂ}_dny Supn s
and | mgh* e moogg
e STANS are  ovt,
well  wptt Jg }/ li ke
bett e JCL/I/ or 14 1=

ANCHOR PAPER 5
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response is minimally focused on the task, presenting three simple comparisons and no examples.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response is minimally focused on the task and presents several likenesses and differences, but there
is no development beyond these limited ideas.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response is adequately focused on the different sleep patterns of animals and shift workers and is
developed with some specific details (in day most animals and people are awake; nocturnal animals like
hamsters and rats sleep; shift workers sleep in the day like animals; won't be tired when they go to
work).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response consists of a paragraph each on day and night. There are enough parallel details (warm
vs. cool; sun vs. stars/moon; stores open in day and close at night) and sufficient further development to
consider this to be somewhat focused on the task.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8
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ANCHOR PAPER 9

Ideas Score Point: 2

This longer response provides several details of simple comparison (kids scream, play, laugh; kids
snore, have dreams, nightmares) with some additional developments (it doesn't matter how many

breaths you take...). MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response contains sufficient detail and development (walking around; sun produces more heat;
awake/asleep) to be clearly focused on the task.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10
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ANCHOR PAPER 11
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response is clearly focused on the task and thoroughly developed with many details.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11b
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Informational Writing - Grade 4  Prompt Released Items Fall 2011

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS



Informational Writing - Grade 4  Prompt Released Items Fall 2011

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Every 24 hours life on Earth changes from day to night. Compare
what happens during the day to what happens at night.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to
revise and edit your writing.

— Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

— Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
—__ DidIuse logical order so my writing makes sense?
— Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

— Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Organization Score Point: 0

There is no connection between ideas in these randomly-ordered sentences. No organization is
evident.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1
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ANCHOR PAPER 1

Conventions Score Point: 0

In this very brief response most words are misspelled and there is no punctuation which demonstrates
ineffective use of the conventions of Standard English.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Organization Score Point: 1

The organization in this short response is weak. The ideas focus on night, but there are no transitions
between thoughts.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Conventions Score Point: 2

A few spelling (els; alimals; couse) and sentence-level errors (Like church.) are apparent in this response.
Overall, there are enough good sentences to demonstrate adequate use of Standard English conventions.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Conventions Score Point: 3

In this short response conventions of Standard English are consistently and appropriately used.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Conventions Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates a limited use of conventions. Errors in spelling (Frineds; Nigth; brefest:;
talke), capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation hinder the effectiveness of the response.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response consists of a paragraph each on day and night. There are enough parallel details (warm
vs. cool; sun vs. stars/moon; stores open in day and close at night) and sufficient further development to
consider this to be somewhat focused on the task.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response contains sufficient detail and development (walking around: sun produces more heat;
awake/asleep) to be clearly focused on the task.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8
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ANCHOR PAPER9

Organization Score Point: 3

In this response the progression of ideas and connections between them are clear and logical. The
writer uses an introduction to set up his day/night comparison, focusing on children's activities and
concludes with a paragraph on similarities. A sophisticated transition (While kids on the other part of
the earth have night) contributes to the fluency of the response. 9
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

I Every 24 hours life on Earth changes from day to night. Compare
what happens during the day to what happens at night.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to
revise and edit your writing.

— Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

— Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
—__ DidIuse logical order so my writing makes sense?
— Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

— Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Style Score Point: 0

This brief response demonstrates ineffective use of language to make a comparison.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Style Score Point: 0

This response contains one run-on sentence and represents ineffective use of language for the
writer's purpose.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Style Score Point: 1

This response consists of a single run-on sentence and demonstrates a limited use of language.
Word choice hinders the writer's purpose (In the morning it's still night; in the end of the earth in
the corner).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Style Score Point: 1

In this response repetitive use of sentence starters (I...1...) and the use of mostly simple sentences
indicate limited use of language which hinders the effectiveness of the writer's purpose.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Style Score Point: 1

Although this response is longer, it lacks variety in syntax. There is an abundance of short, choppy
sentences, most of which begin the same way (Then...Then...). Word choices are basic and lack variety.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5b
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Style Score Point: 2

This response uses clear sentences and some effective word choices (most likely see; mostly awake;
cooler outside) to show an adequate command of language for the purpose.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Style Score Point: 2

Vocabulary and syntax in this response show adequate command of language. Accurate word choices
(everyday, appears, sunlight) help establish voice. A variety of sentences and transitions (also the same;
for example: also different from) support the writer's purpose effectively.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS b
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Style Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates a command of language by using varied sentence structure and a variety of
precise words (routine, journey, fantastic, nightmares) and phrases (smash their heads on a pillow; how
many moment take your breath away) that are effective for the intended purpose. 8
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Style Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates a command of language by the use of a variety of sentence structures and
descriptive phrases (everyone's hit the hay; America and China are like night and day!).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Every 24 hours life on Earth changes from day to night. Compare
what happens during the day to what happens at night.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to
revise and edit your writing.

— Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

— Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
—__ DidIuse logical order so my writing makes sense?
— Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

— Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1

Conventions Score Point: 0

In this very brief response most words are misspelled and there is no punctuation which demonstrates
ineffective use of the conventions of Standard English.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Conventions Score Point: 0

This response demonstrates ineffective use of conventions of Standard English. The large number of
spelling errors and the lack of punctuation make it very difficult to read.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Conventions Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates a limited use of conventions. Spelling errors, (whould; nithg), run-on
sentences, and punctuation errors hinder the effectiveness of the response.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Conventions Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates a limited use of conventions. Errors in spelling (Frineds; Nigth; brefest;
talke), capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation hinder the effectiveness of the response.
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ANCHOR PAPER S
Conventions Score Point: 2

Mostly well-written sentences in this short response outweigh the one sentence-level error (Playing during

the day, sleeping during the night) and a few capitalization errors (Afternoon; Spins; Night). Overall this
response indicates an adequate use of English conventions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Conventions Score Point: 2

A few spelling (els; alimals; couse) and sentence-level errors (Like church.) are apparent in this response.
Overall, there are enough good sentences to demonstrate adequate use of Standard English conventions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Conventions Score Point: 3

In this short response conventions of Standard English are consistently and appropriately used.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8§
Conventions Score Point: 3

Despite some spelling errors (diffrent; easyer; assleep), this response demonstrates proper use of
sentence formation, capitalization, and end-punctuation. Overall, this lengthier response displays 8
consistent and appropriate use of Standard English conventions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Conventions Score Point: 3

This lengthy response contains some spelling and sentence formation errors, but the length of the response

and the risks successfully taken (commas in series, parentheses, and quotation marks) demonstrate an
appropriate use of conventions.
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