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1% Cap on Participation in State Alternate 
Assessment Intermediate School District (ISD) 
Summary Form
All intermediate school districts (ISDs) must complete this summary form regarding 
the percentage of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-
Access). This includes justification forms from local educational agencies (LEAs)/
public school academies (PSA) that assessed more than 1% of students in the 
spring of 2018 using MI-Access.

Author: Michigan Department of Education

Last updated: 1/9/19

District Information

Date:

Intermediate School District (ISD) Name

ISD Contact Name

Phone

Phone

Email

District Contact’s Information
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Data

Total number of LEAs/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs 
programs in their own facility):

Number of LEAs/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs 
programs in their own facility) that assessed more than 1% of all 
students tested in the spring of 2018 using MI-Access (in grades 
3-8 and 11):

Note: If an ISD runs programs in their own facility, they must 
also complete an LEA Justification Form for that program and its 
participating students.

Justification forms are attached for each agency represented in the above number.  

Yes No

ISD personnel have reviewed the LEA/PSA justification forms and have identifed 
priorities for targeted assistance and profesional development.  

Yes No
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development

Please provide an outline of technical assistance provided as a result of feedback 
from MDE regarding targeted assistance and professional development from the 
2017 justification form review. Include any professional development and targeted 
assistance the ISD provided, either individually to LEAs and/or offered to all LEAs 
(add additional pages if necessary).
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development Continued

Please outline additional priorities based on a review of the LEA/PSA/ISD 
justification forms received for 2018 (add additional pages if necessary). Include 
plans for assisting LEAs/PSAs/ISDs that have been flagged for disproportionality for 
participation in the alternate assessment, if relevant. If no LEAs were flagged for 
disproportionality, leave this section blank.
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Assurances
Please provide the following assurances. Select all that apply.

The ISD will provide targeted assistance to LEAs/PSAs that have been 
flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment 
as outlined on the previous page.

Targeted assistance and professional development will include an emphasis 
on LEAs/PSAs using the state assessment selection guidance documents 
and online trainings.

Assessment selection will remain an individualized education program (IEP) 
team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or procedural 
decisions.

Submission Process
The ISD special education director (or designee) will collect all LEA/PSA/ISD forms 
and review them to prioritize targeted assistance and professional development. 
Then all justification forms for LEAs/PSAs/ISDs who assessed more than 1% of 
students using MI-Access will be compiled, along with this ISD summary and 
submitted to MDE no later than February 8, 2019. 

Questions regarding this form can be directed to John Jaquith at the MDE at 
JaquithJ@michigan.gov.

Instructions

1.	 Complete the ISD summary form (fillable PDF) and save. 

2.	 Send the ISD summary form and LEA forms either electronically (preferred) 
or by mail. Larger ISDs may need to send in parts. If this is the case, please 
number each batch sent (for example, “Submission 1 of 3” in the subject line of 
the email).

Electronic Submission:
1.	 Scan all justification forms for LEAs/PSAs/ISDs who assessed more than 1% of 

all tested students using MI-Access and save as a PDF. Larger ISDs may need to 
make several smaller files. 

2.	 Send the ISD summary form and all justification forms from the previous section 
vial email to JaquithJ@michigan.gov.

mailto:JaquithJ%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:JaquithJ%40michigan.gov?subject=
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Mail Submission:
1.	 Print the ISD summary form and make copies of all justification forms for LEAs/

PSAs/ISDs who assessed more than 1% of all tested students using MI-Access.

2.	 Create a hard copy packet with the ISD summary form as the cover page, 
followed by the copies for each LEA/PSA/ISD justification form.

3.	 Mail to:	 John Jaquith
		  Assessment Consultant for Students with Disabilities
  Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability
  Michigan Department of Education
  Second Floor
  608 West Allegan Street
  P.O. Box 30008Lansing, MI 48909
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	Date: 1/16/19
	Intermediate School District (ISD) Name: Huron Intermediate School District
	ISD Contact Name: Geralyn Kolar
	Phone: 989-269-6406
	Phone2: 989-269-3464
	Email: gkolar@huronisd.org
	Totalnumber: 13
	NumberAssessingMorethan1percent: 
	Yes: Yes
	Yes2: Yes
	Text Field 2:                      Technical Assistance and Professional Development 
Special Education Teachers, Service Providers, Coordinators, and Building Principals within Huron ISD were provided background information regarding Michigan's alternate assessment (MI-Access). Individuals were informed that it is aligned to the Michigan alternate content standards in English Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies. The alternate assessment is designed to allow students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. In 2017-2018, Michigan applied for and received a waiver on the 1 % cap for the participation rate regarding students taking the alternate assessment (MI-Access). 

It was also shared with these individuals that an analysis of the 2017-2018 state assessment data shows a reduction in the participation rate of the alternate assessment in Michigan from 2.4% to 2.2%. The effects of the implementation of this plan may be better reflected in the 2018-2019 testing data, as districts have had one full year to apply the enhanced state guidelines for participation. Given the participation rate on the alternate assessment is still over 1 %, Michigan intends to apply for a renewal of the waiver provided for under ESSA. Michigan intends to take further measures to provide guidance and assistance to districts in making individualized and appropriate assessment decisions. Your local special education coordinator will be receiving communication from Huron ISD in the near future regarding the alternative assessment rate for your district. 

Special Education Teachers, Service Providers, Coordinators and Building Principals within Huron ISD were provided with the following resources that are available on the MI-Access Web Site (www.michigan.gov/mi-access) with direct links provided:
 
• Michigan's guidelines for participation in the alternate assessment (MI-Access):
 Alternate Assessment Guidelines
• Interactive assessment selection tool for IEP teams: IEP Interactive Decision Making Tool
• Assessment selection guidance training module online: Assessment Selection Guidelines Training

	Text Field 3: NA for disproportionality.

Continued from page 3:

Huron ISD provided each LEA Special Education Coordinator a document with the alternative assessment rates and counts for their district. These contacts were informed that LEAs whose participation exceeds 2% or whose data indicate issues of disproportionality in state testing for students with disabilities, the MDE will work with ISDs to provide increased support at this level, which will be determined on a case by case basis. For LEAs whose participation rates fall within the highest 3% of all participation rates in the state, or whose participation rate exceeds 2% and whose data indicate issues of disproportionality in state testing for students with disabilities, the MDE will work with ISDs to provide support at this level. LEA Special Education Coordinators were encouraged to review the current assessment selection guidance document on the use of the Mi-Access and determine if current IEP team practice aligns with the assessment selection guidance. It was also suggested that they may want to compare rates across grade levels and gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the alternate assessment, looking for trends. 

	Assurance1: Off
	Assurance2: Yes
	Assurance3: Yes


