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Learning at a Distance
Presentation Topics
• Common Understanding 
• Technology Access and Connectivity
• MDE Web Resources
• MDE Guidance Document
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Common Understanding: 
Learning at a distance is engaging students in 
learning that happens outside the traditional school 
building.

Learning at a distance    online or virtual learning.

The student is at the center of learning.

It will be an entirely new way to “do” school.



Learning at a Distance
Technology Access and Connectivity
Recent quick survey of ISDs

• Between 25 and 90 percent of children in local school 
districts had computers and connectivity

• Overall, approximately one-third of students statewide 
do not have access to a computer at home and/or 
connectivity

• At the barest minimum, this suggests 500,000 students without 
the capability to engage in Learning at a Distance using 
technology

MDE is participating with the Governor in a task 
force to identify the current gap in access and 
connectivity.
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Solving the Digital Divide
Short term and long-term investments are needed.

In the short term, hot spots and other ways to fill 
the connectivity gap.

In the longer term, ensuring all homes have 
connectivity and investing in devices so that all 
students and educators are equipped.
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Learning at a Distance – MDE Web Resources
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Learning at a Distance - Planning
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Learning at a Distance - Instruction
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Learning at a Distance - PL
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Introduction

4/13/2020 www.michigan.gov/mde 12



Overview of the Document
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Guiding Principles 
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Planning
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Essential Practices
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Student Instruction
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Professional Development
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Providing Support
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Thank You
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