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September 22,, 2010

To:
Career Technical Education 
I would like to tell you about the National Career Development Association (www.ncda.org)’s 45th Annual Poster and Poetry Contest.  The contest exists for the purpose of highlighting the importance of life-long career development and the personal empowerment of all people.  There is a week in November; November 15-19, 2010 that is designated as “National Career Development Week.”  Within that week is National Career Development Day; November 17, 2010.  Events and activities should be planned to help examine lives, careers and the alternatives available to increase everyone’s personal success and happiness.
I am hoping that you will help me promote this contest in the state of Michigan.  I am Mary Skalsky Engelhardt, and I have coordinated this contest in the state of Michigan since 2001, for Michigan Career Development Association (www.mi-mcda.org).  In a separate pdf file attachment is the 2010 state of Michigan brochure.  This year’s national theme is; Celebrating My Career Dreams.  An official entry form should be attached to the reverse side of each entry submitted (each poster/each piece of poetry).  It’s easiest for classroom teachers to complete the School Coordinator section and then photocopy the entry form where each student will write their name and grade.  Adults who are in school, and adults not enrolled in school, are also able to enter the contest; so it is basically open to all citizens in the state of Michigan.
As a passionate career counselor I hope you will distribute this brochure to each teacher in every classroom in Michigan.  In turn, I hope they also will write this activity into their curriculum.

The Executive Board of MDCA believes that career planning and development is important across the lifespan.  For most individuals that career they learn to plan was first a career dream.  Encourage participation in this contest and begin the discovery of the action steps necessary in the career planning process.  Think about the global world of work and how that relates to the skills necessary to be successful in school.
I’m hoping my US Postal mailbox will be overflowing on or before December 3, 2010.  Thank you in advance for participating.
Sincerely,

Mary Skalsky Engelhardt

Coordinator of the NCDA Poster and Poetry Contest 

  for the state of Michigan
