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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

Think about where you live. What makes it interesting or special? 
Describe two people or places in your town or community and explain  
why they are interesting or special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response is not focused on the task and is undeveloped. Two special people (John and DaD) 
and places (Novi, hollyweed) are identified, and there are no details. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response is not focused on the task and is an undeveloped list (I go to school, I go to the pirk). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response is minimally focused on the task. Special people are identified (the nigbor), and there 
are limited details (they said hi to us, They have chickens). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies a special place (Lansing) and person 
(tecr) and is developed with limited details (eat at alppbeez, she is funnny). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies a place (my house) and is developed 
with limited details (I eat food, I like to play). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task and is developed with some details (ancient Egyptains; It 
has staues, scrolls, and other artifacts). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on describing the writer’s community and bowling alley. It is 
developed with some details and examples (The woods are very clean, pick your own Ball). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. Two places are identified and are developed with some 
details about each location. More specific details are provided for Walgreen’s (There are new mushy 
Marvels, I got…black spider man). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
This response is clearly focused on the task and is thoroughly developed with specific, relevant details 
(John got a spike, get that 9 pointer that comes into the bate pile every night, graber my 20 gaye). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 1 

Style 0 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 0 Style 1 

Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

Think about where you live. What makes it interesting or special? 
Describe two people or places in your town or community and explain  
why they are interesting or special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. It lists multiple people (John and DaD, dad and i), 
and the ideas are not connected (i go friends and TV show). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. It lists activities done at the writer’s house with no 
connections between them (eat, play, read). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates weak organization. A transition (But) provides a weak connection 
between the ideas. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization. There is a brief introduction and conclusion, but details 
about the mall are intermingled with details about the city. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization and connections by grouping cultures (Egyptains, 
Sumerians, Indus Valley people) and grouping artifacts (staues, scrolls). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas.  It begins with an 
introduction (I hoep that afer you read this...) and ends with a conclusion (Now I hoep you know…waht 
two frands are). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. Ideas are grouped 
(shopping, baskeball), and transitions order the events (when, then). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Organization Score Point: 2 
This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. It begins with an 
introduction (I live in abc town…deer), and simple transitions order the events (And I went, but). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for 
the context. Transitions order the ideas (The first reason, Another reason, Lastly). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for 
the context. It begins with an introduction (There are two places...me), uses transitions to order the ideas 
(The first place, The last place), and ends with a conclusion. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 1 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 0 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 1 

Conventions 2 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 2 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   
    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 
Organization 2 Organization 3 
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Prompt Released Items Fall 2013 

MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

Think about where you live. What makes it interesting or special? 
Describe two people or places in your town or community and explain  
why they are interesting or special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Style Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response demonstrates ineffective use of language for the writer’s purpose and audience (My 
dad hollyweed). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice and in 
sentence structure hinders the effectiveness of language for the writer's purpose and audience (They live 
ABC Rd, they talked to us, They have chickens). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited used of language. Lack of variety in word choice (I, funnny) and 
many simple sentences hinder the effectiveness of language for the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice and in sentence 
structure (I live in, I eat food in, I like to) hinders the effectiveness of language for the writer’s purpose 
and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language with accurate word choice (ancient 
Egyptains, scrolls, artifacts) that is effective for the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (play structure, 
mushy Marvels) and clear sentences are effective for the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (Moshlin monsters, 
corn dog) and some variety in sentence construction are effective for the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Style Score Point: 3 
This response demonstrates command of language that is highly effective for the writer’s purpose and 
audience. Precise word choice (9 pointer, flaping), the use of exclamation points for emphasis, and 
varied sentence structure contribute to the fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9a 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 

 
ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language that is highly effective for the writer’s purpose and 
audience. Precise word choice (jump and go flying in mide air), a hypothetical conversation with a little 
brother, and varied sentence structure contribute to the fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 0 Style 2 
Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 2 
Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 2 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 
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Conventions Scoring Guide 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

Think about where you live. What makes it interesting or special? 
Describe two people or places in your town or community and explain  
why they are interesting or special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Conventions Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response demonstrates ineffective use of conventions of Standard English and includes one 
incomplete sentence (305 Meilsweet). 

 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English and includes multiple 
sentence-level errors and errors in usage (my mom, work; go to playing). 

 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English and includes misspelled 
basic words (hoep, sory, waht). 

 
 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English and includes many sentence-
level errors and some spelling errors (half/have, schoole, morrning). 

 
 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This brief response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct 
sentence formation and use of commas in a series (staues, scrolls, and other artifacts). The few 
misspelled words present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 

 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This brief response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly 
correct sentence formation and spelling (because, homework). Errors in capitalization at the beginning 
of sentences do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This long response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English and includes mostly 
correct spelling (monsters, friend) and capitalization (Adam, Lisa). The few errors in sentence formation 
present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 

 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, usage, and use of commas in a series (poker, Hockey, baseball). 

 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, spelling (special, play structure), and capitalization (Mcdonl’s, 
Walgreen’s). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  
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