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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

The people, places, and things in your life often change as you get older. 
For example, perhaps you have become best friends with someone who 
recently moved to your school. Think about something that has changed 
since you were a child. How has it changed your life? Write about 
something that has changed since you were a child and explain how the 
change has affected your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response is not focused on the task and is undeveloped (NOW I Get in troBle a lot). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response is not focused on the task and lists multiple undeveloped changes (fires, babies, 
jobs). 

 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 
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ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response is minimally focused on a change (we stop haveing the snow ball fight) and is 
developed with limited details (Dad said I was to old).   
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ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies multiple changes (sent Im older I can go to 
the park, I was to small…now I can) and is developed with limited details and examples (I can do alot 
more stuff, you can go places by your self). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. It identifies a change (I play football now) and is 
developed with some details and examples (better at my balense, run the mile run in 11 minutes). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on changing locations and is developed with some details and 
examples (Im 13 years old, passing the 7th grade, I work hard to get a B). 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This longer response is somewhat focused on a change (my ex-boyfriend John) and is developed with 
some details and examples (I cried almost everyday from him, I threw all my black clothes out). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on a change (cute my hair) and is thoroughly developed with relevant 
details and examples (used to ware a pony tail every day, I would sleep with it in, my head felt lighter).   
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on a change (Its really hard spliting up when your bestfriends) and is 
thoroughly developed with relevant details and examples (we would eat goldfish, We both loved taking 
Pictures, she was also a sister to me). 
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Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 1 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 
Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

The people, places, and things in your life often change as you get older. 
For example, perhaps you have become best friends with someone who 
recently moved to your school. Think about something that has changed 
since you were a child. How has it changed your life? Write about 
something that has changed since you were a child and explain how the 
change has affected your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. It includes one idea (NOW I Get in troBle a lot). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. It lists multiple changes, and the ideas are not 
connected (fires, babies, jobs). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Organization Score Point: 1  
 
This response demonstrates weak organization and uses simple transitions to order ideas that are weakly 
connected (when, because).   
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This long response demonstrates weak connections between ideas. It begins with an introduction about 
moving from Puerto Rico to Detroit, and then discusses a change in the writer’s attitude over time. This 
is followed by a list of differences between Puerto Rico and Detroit (puerto is always Hot…cold, there 
Hoter girls in puerto Rico), indicating a weak organizational plan. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This short response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas through the use of 
chronological order and transitions (when I was a kid, I got to old for toys, I’m more into phones). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This long response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. It begins with an 
introduction, uses varied transitions to order ideas (Then I thought of a beutiful plan, The next day, 
Now), and ends with a brief conclusion. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for 
the context. It begins with an introduction, uses complex and varied transitions to order ideas (Then one 
day, I had no choice but to, When my mom was done), and ends with a brief conclusion.  
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This long response is organized, and the connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and 
appropriate for the context. It begins with an introduction, uses complex and varied transitions to order 
ideas (In 5th grade, Again in 6th grade, To this day), and ends with a conclusion 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 3 

Organization 0 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 2 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 2 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   
    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 
Organization 2 Organization 3 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

The people, places, and things in your life often change as you get older. 
For example, perhaps you have become best friends with someone who 
recently moved to your school. Think about something that has changed 
since you were a child. How has it changed your life? Write about 
something that has changed since you were a child and explain how the 
change has affected your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice and sentence 
structure hinders the effectiveness of language for the writer’s purpose and audience (get in trolBoy). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice hinders the 
effectiveness of language for the writer’s purpose and audience (when, kid, toys). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice and sentence 
structure hinder the effectiveness of language for the writer’s purpose and audience (When I was little I 
could not…sent Im older I can). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (dangerous, faster, 
life changer) and some variety in sentence structure are effective for the writer’s purpose and audience.   
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language and includes accurate word choice (money 
and videos Games, puerto is always Hot) and some variety in sentence structure. Some voice is effective 
for the writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect with the audience (crying for me, the love of my 
life). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. It includes accurate word choice (kidney 
reflex, i’v in your arm, tedy baer), some variety in sentence structure, and some indirect dialogue that is 
effective for the writer’s purpose (I told her just give me a night to rest). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language by using precise word choice (pony tail, Pain to brush 
it) and varied sentence structure. Voice in the response is highly effective for the writer’s purpose and 
helps the writer connect with the audience (I never tuck it out and I mean NEVER, heak I would sleep 
with it in). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This lengthy response demonstrates command of language by using precise word choice (my respond to 
that, would laugh together, had some up and downs) and varied sentence structure. Voice in the response 
is highly effective for the writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect with the audience (the stuipiest 
things ever, and I mean everything). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 
Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 2 

Organization 2 Organization 2 

Style 2 Style 3 
Conventions 2 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 
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Grade 7 Informational Writing 
Conventions Scoring Guide 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 
You will now begin Part   of this test. In this part, you will be asked to write an 
informational response to a topic or question. 
 
You may write notes in your test booklet to help you plan your response. You may  
also use the checklist on the next page to help you revise and edit your response. 
 
Your final response must be written with a No. 2 pencil on the lines in Day  , Part   
of your Answer Document. Only the writing in your Answer Document will be 
scored. 
 
You may not use resource materials, such as dictionaries, grammar books, or  
spelling books, for any part of this test. 
 
Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you. 
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MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 

The people, places, and things in your life often change as you get older. 
For example, perhaps you have become best friends with someone who 
recently moved to your school. Think about something that has changed 
since you were a child. How has it changed your life? Write about 
something that has changed since you were a child and explain how the 
change has affected your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including errors in 
sentence construction and spelling (didn’, trolBoy). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English. There is no evidence of 
correct sentence formation, and there are errors in spelling (youse, haveing, dind’t) and capitalization (i). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This longer response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including errors in 
sentence formation, usage, spelling (apon, than/then, Hoter), and capitalization (puerto, detroit). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English. It includes mostly correct 
sentence formation and spelling, as well as correct use of apostrophes (it’s, couldn’t) and quotation 
marks (“it’s to dangerous”).     
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly correct 
sentence formation, capitalization (I), and punctuation. While there are some spelling errors, other words 
are spelled correctly (hair, lighter, brushing). 



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This long response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly 
correct sentence formation and spelling (princesses, clothes, admired). While there are a few errors in 
usage, they do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This short response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, spelling (again, field), capitalization, use of apostrophes, and use 
of commas in a series (2nd, 3rd, 4th,). 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This long response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, spelling (friends, instead, finally), capitalization, and use of 
apostrophes (I’ve, wasn’t, couldn’t).    
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 MDE/MEAP-ACCESS RELEASED ITEMS  
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