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NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: A search 
 
When you search, you look for something that is hiding or hard to find. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time you searched for something. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when someone you  
know searched for something. 

 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about searching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response includes ideas that are not focused on the task of narrative writing and lists several 
undeveloped ideas (I searched for money, I searched for my Broter, I searched for my ball). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response includes ideas that are not focused on the task of narrative writing. It gives directions 
about conducting a search and is not a story. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response is not focused on the task. The story of searching for a map is undeveloped. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This very brief response is minimally focused on a search and is developed with general details (I seach 
for my toy, I could find it any were). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response is minimally focused on a search and is developed with general and repetitive details 
(I looked and looked…could not find it, I kept looking…find it, I thought I would never find it). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on a search and is developed with limited details (I had looked in my 
room, I looke in my closet, I looked in my drower). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This short response is somewhat focused on a search and is developed with a mix of specific details (It 
was purple with my name on it) and general details (I was asking people). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on a search and is developed with a mix of specific details (lying in my 
bed, my snake Kevin’s cage) and general details (He was gone, we searched and searched). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on a search and is developed with a mix of specific details (my Dad 
put a quarter in a 11 Feet pool) and general details (We played catch and other fun stuff). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This longer response is clearly focused on a search. It is thoroughly developed with specific, relevant 
details (I was hiding in the bath-tud, with the curtion shut; So I ran out of the bath-room & into the 
living room, on the couch). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 11 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on a search. It is thoroughly developed with specific and relevant details 
(I needed a tissue, I reached into the pocket). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 12a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 12b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 12 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on a search. It is thoroughly developed with specific and relevant  
details (rich pirate who burried his treashure somewere in the Eberwhite woods, a duck sitting on  
a nest of eggs). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 0 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 3 Organization 2 

Style 3 Style 3 

Conventions 3 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 
 

NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: A search 
 
When you search, you look for something that is hiding or hard to find. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time you searched for something. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when someone you  
know searched for something. 

 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about searching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This response lacks evidence of organization. It lists multiple items the writer searched for, and ideas are 
not connected (money, dog, ball). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This very brief response demonstrates weak organization and connections between ideas (I seach for my 
toy. I could find it any were). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization and connections between ideas. It begins with discussing 
how the writer’s cat likes to hide, then discusses the writer’s love of the cat, and then goes back to 
discussing where the cat hides, indicating a weak organizational plan. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates weak organization and connections between events by listing the 
places the writer searched (I checked under my bed, in the closet, in the bathroom). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This brief response is organized, and connections between the ideas are logically sequenced (Taylor was 
shooting, When he shot, then I found it). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This brief response is organized, and the connections between ideas are logically sequenced through the 
use of simple transitions (First, Then, Now). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between ideas are logically sequenced (One of the ball, 
The second ball, The third ball). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between ideas are clear and logically sequenced by 
transitions (But one day, I started out, But then I heard). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and the connections between ideas are clear and logically sequenced through 
the use of dialogue (“Where could the doll be?” I asked; I was intterupted by my sister yelling, “I got it! 
yaah.”). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This long response is organized, and connections between ideas are clear and logically sequenced by 
transitions (So, Finally, Then) and dialogue (“why didnt you say so, you can borrow mine”). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 0 Style 1 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 3 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 
Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 
Style 3 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Prompt Released Items Fall 2013 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 
 

NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: A search 
 
When you search, you look for something that is hiding or hard to find. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time you searched for something. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when someone you  
know searched for something. 

 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about searching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Style Score Point: 0 
 
This longer response demonstrates ineffective use of language (I live and. like Schoo like like like and like 
School and I see a dog they wtht a She and I like to poev wef cre). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This very brief response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice and 
sentences hinder support for the writer’s purpose ( I Seach for my toy.  I could find it any were). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Repetition of word choice hinders support for the 
writer’s purpose (could’nt find, shoe, looked). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This longer response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (ball, I) and 
many short, simple sentences hinder the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language, including effective word choice (folder, 
double check). Some clear sentences support the writer’s purpose (I was asking people if they could help 
me find it.) and contribute to the fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Effective word choice (figured, coasters, 
graditude) and some variety in sentence structure (Let me tell you…glasses, We both looked…house) 
support the writer’s purpose and contribute to the fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language, including effective word choice (grabing, 
bag of money, chased). Some clear sentences support the writer’s purpose and contribute to the fluency 
of the response.   

 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language and includes dialogue that clearly supports the 
writer’s purpose (I told my mom, “SOMEWON Opened Kevin’s Cage!”; why did Kevin Leave i asked 
my self). Varied sentence structure (We looked…nothing. So we went back home.) contributes to the 
fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language and includes effective and compelling word choice 
(surprisingly, stumped, giggeling) and varied sentence structure. Use of a rhetorical question (Can you 
guess what it was?) and dialogue (And do you know what she said…I found it sissy!) support the 
writer’s purpose and audience. 

 



Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language and includes effective and compelling word choice 
(intterrupted, spun around, huge adventure) and varied sentence structure. Use of a rhetorical question 
(Have you or your family ever lost some thing?), onomatopoeia (bam, crash), and dialogue clearly 
supports the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 0 Style 2 
Conventions 0 Conventions 1 
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Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 2 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 
 

NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: A search 
 
When you search, you look for something that is hiding or hard to find. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time you searched for something. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when someone you  
know searched for something. 

 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about searching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Conventions Score Point: 0 
 
This response demonstrates ineffective use of conventions of Standard English for grammar, usage, 
spelling, capitalization, and punctuation (I like to examples I wath and like my dog we lIke me to and I 
like they to my people like me to). 

 



Narrative Writing - Grade 4 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This very brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including a 
sentence-level error and spelling errors (seach, any were). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including sentence-
level errors and spelling errors (frand, cosen, sher). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including many sentence-
level errors and spelling errors (veary, fanly, caut). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly correct 
sentence formation and correct use of quotation marks (“It was purple with my name on it.”). The few 
misspelled words do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This long response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly 
correct sentence formation and spelling (Private, Statue, destroyed). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This brief response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, spelling, and capitalization. In addition, commas are used correctly 
in apposition (my little brother, Evan, hid my video game). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct sentence formation, spelling, and capitalization. Although a spelling error (graditude) 
and a missing period at the end of the story are present, they do not detract from the overall correct use 
of conventions. 
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