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EXPRESSING IDEAS

DIRECTIONS: Read the prompt. Complete your response to the
prompt on the student answer document. Then, use the checklist to
review and proofread your response.

MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS



Expressing Ideas - Grade 11 Prompt Released Items Spring 2014

Prompt: Tell about the proudest moment in your life and why you felt proud.
Be sure to include specific details and examples in your response.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist as you review and proofread your
response to the prompt.

Did I answer each part of the prompt?
Did I support my ideas with details?
Did I organize my ideas and details clearly?

Did I review my response one more time to make sure it is
just the way I want it?

Did I put my response on the student answer document?
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Rubric

Scoring Rubric - Grades 4, 7, and 11

Writing

Drawing

The writing focuses on the topic. The topic may
not be explicitly stated, but can be easily
inferred by the reader. The text includes
appropriate details and/or examples based on
the student’s prior knowledge and experience.
There is a clear organizational structure with
transitions between ideas, resulting in a unified
whole. The writing demonstrates use of mostly
precise word choice and syntax. Errors in
language conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization) do not interfere
with understanding.

The drawing focuses on the topic. Pertinent
details and/or examples based on the student’s
prior knowledge and experience are: (1) clearly
present in the drawing; (2) present in the
drawing and enhanced through written
explanation by the student and/or transcribed
oral explanation by the assessment
administrator; or (3) provided solely through
written and/or transcribed oral explanation.
The visual text presents a logical organization
and arrangement of figures. Errors in language
and visual conventions (e.g., composition,
perspective, shape, and clarity) do not interfere
with understanding.

The writing is mostly on topic. The topic may
not be explicitly stated, but can be inferred with
little effort by the reader. There is some
development of the topic with appropriate
details and/or examples. The text reflects a
mostly organized structure and may include
transitions between ideas. The writing
demonstrates some attention to word choice
and syntax. Errors in language conventions
(e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization) may slightly interfere with
understanding.

The drawing is mostly on topic. Some details
and/or examples are (1) present in the
drawing; (2) mostly present in the drawing and
supported through written and/or transcribed
oral explanation; or (3) are provided solely
through written and/or transcribed oral
explanation. The visual text presents an
attempt at logical organization and
arrangement of figures. Errors in language and
visual conventions (e.g., composition,
perspective, shape, and clarity) may slightly
interfere with understanding.

The writing is somewhat on topic. If not
explicitly stated, the topic may not be easily
inferred. There is limited development with
simplistic details and/or examples. The focus
may wander. The writing lacks a clear
organizational structure, and ideas may be
repetitive. Errors in language conventions (e.g.,
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization) may make understanding
difficult.

The drawing is somewhat on topic, but is
developed with limited details and/or examples
that are (1) present in the drawing; (2) present
in the drawing and supported through minimal
written and/or transcribed oral explanation; or
(3) presented solely through minimal written
and/or transcribed oral explanation. The visual
text lacks a clear structure and arrangement of
figures. Errors in language and visual
conventions (e.g., composition, perspective,
shape, and clarity) may make understanding
difficult.

The writing shows some evidence of an attempt
to respond to the prompt, although there is little
or no development of the topic and little
direction. The vocabulary may be limited to one
or two words, not a complete sentence. The
text may show minimal sound/letter
correspondence and use of language
conventions. Errors may make understanding
nearly impossible.

The drawing shows some evidence of an
attempt to respond to the prompt, yet it
presents little or no development of the topic
and is supported with little to no written or
transcribed oral explanation. The visual text
lacks direction or organization. Errors in
language and/or visual conventions (e.g.,
composition, perspective, shape, and clarity)
may make understanding nearly impossible.

Not ratable if:

A - off topic
B - illegible

C - written in a language other than English
D - blank/refused to respond
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Expressing Ideas Comment Codes

Score 4
1 Shows strong focus on the prompt topic
2 Supports ideas with appropriate details and/or examples
3 Contains clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures
4 Demonstrates adequate control of word choice and language/visual conventions
Score 3
5 Needs additional details and/or examples relevant to prompt topic to obtain the highest
score point
6 Needs stronger organization and connections among ideas to obtain the highest score point
7 Needs greater variety in vocabulary and sentence structure to obtain the highest score
point
8 Needs tighter control of language/visual conventions to obtain the highest score point
Score 2
9 Lacks clear focus on the prompt topic
10 Shows limited development with insufficient details and/or examples
11 Lacks clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures
12 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that interfere with understanding
Score 1
13 Shows little focus and development of the prompt topic
14 Lacks organization and/or arrangement of figures
15 Demonstrates little or no control over vocabulary or sentence formation
16 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that make understanding nearly impossible
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Score Point: 1

The writing shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt, with no development or
direction. The writing is a listing of the student’s proudest moments (wactching t.v., play on the
coumputer, play video games).
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Score Point: 1

The writing describes growing a flower and is considered an attempt to respond to the prompt.
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Score Point: 1

The writing shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt, with little development of the
topic.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Score Point: 1

The writing is a listing of the student’s proudest moments with no development of any of the examples.
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Score Point: 2

The writing is somewhat on topic, and the topic is inferred. The writing shows limited development with
a few listed details. The drawing does not enhance the score.
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Score Point: 2

The writing is on topic. The development of the topic is limited with generic details (do something good
for someone or for my dad and mom).
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Score Point: 2

The writing is on topic, and the topic is inferred. The details and examples are appropriate, but errors in

language conventions, including run-on sentences and many mistakes in mechanics, make understanding
difficult.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Score Point: 2

The writing shows limited development with simplistic examples, and the topic is not easily inferred.
The errors in language conventions interfere with understanding.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Score Point: 2

The writing is somewhat on topic; however, the student wrote about three proudest moments without
developing one proudest moment beyond a score point of 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Score Point: 2

The writing is on topic, but the focus wanders. There is limited development.
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ANCHOR PAPER 11
Score Point: 3

The writing is mostly on topic, and the topic is explicitly stated. There is an organized structure with a
concluding sentence. The writing demonstrates some attention to word choice (acompLisheD).
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ANCHOR PAPER 12
Score Point: 3

The writing is mostly on topic. There is an organized structure that includes some transitions between

ideas. There are appropriate details and examples. Errors in language conventions do not interfere with
understanding.
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ANCHOR PAPER 13
Score Point: 3

The writing is mostly on topic. Appropriate details and personal examples provide some development of
the topic. The text reflects an organized structure with transitions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 14
Score Point: 3

The writing is mostly on topic with appropriate details and examples. The text is organized with an
introductory sentence, transitions, and a conclusion.
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ANCHOR PAPER 15
Score Point: 3

The writing is on topic. Appropriate details and examples provide some development of the topic. There
is an organized structure with transitions, and there is some attention to word choice.
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ANCHOR PAPER 16
Score Point: 4

The writing focuses on the topic. The text includes appropriate details and examples based on the

student’s experience. There is an organized structure to the writing with transitions between ideas.
Errors in language conventions do not interfere with understanding.
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ANCHOR PAPER 17
Score Point: 4

The writing focuses on the topic, and the text is organized with an introductory sentence, transitions, and
a conclusion. The topic is developed with appropriate details and examples based on the student’s
experience.
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ANCHOR PAPER 18
Score Point: 4

The writing focuses on the topic with appropriate details and examples based on the student’s

experience. There is an organized structure, including an introductory sentence, transitions, and a
conclusion. Errors in language conventions do not interfere with understanding.
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