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	Characteristic Name
	Characteristic Description
	Data Type Name
	Min
Length
	Max
Length
	Min
Value
	Max
Value
	Decimal
Positions
	Is Multi
Valued
	Required?

	Homeless
	This characteristic is used to identify students who lack fixed, regular and adequate residence and to indicate the student's primary nighttime residence.  Students who become homeless for any period of time within the school year are eligible for all homeless services for the entire school year.

According to the McKinney-Vento Act, individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate residence are considered homeless. A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change. A regular residence is one that is used on a regular (i.e. nightly) basis. An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological needs typically met in home environments.
	List of Values 
(choose from list)

Valid List:
10 – Shelters
11 – Transitional Housing
12 – Awaiting Foster Care  

        Placement OR Temporary  

        Foster Care Placement 

13 – Doubled-Up
14 – Hotel/Motel
15 – Unsheltered
See Definitions Below
	2
	2
	 
	 
	 
	FALSE
	Y

	Unaccompanied Youth
	Indicate if a student identified as homeless also meets the criteria to be considered an Unaccompanied Youth. An unaccompanied youth is an individual who is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian and who fits the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless.
	Yes/No 
(or True/False or Boolean)
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	FALSE
	Y


DEFINITIONS

10 – Shelters:  supervised publicly or privately operated facilities designed to provide temporary living accommodations
11 – Transitional Housing:  temporary accommodation for homeless individuals and families provided as a step to permanent housing.  Residents of transitional housing continue to be considered homeless until they move into permanent housing.
12 – Awaiting Foster Care Placement OR Temporary Foster Care Placement:  MDE’s policy is that a student awaiting foster care placement is defined as homeless under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  Additionally, a student placed in a foster care home is considered temporarily placed, thus eligible for McKinney-Vento services, until that student is in the foster care home for a minimum of six (6) months.
13 – Doubled-Up:  sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason. This classification requires a case by case determination; keeping in mind, another determining factor is whether the accommodation is a “fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence.”
14 – Hotel/Motel:  a hotel is a building or commercial establishment where people pay for lodging; a motel is a hotel intended to provide short-term lodging for traveling motorists, usually situated close to a highway and having rooms accessible from the parking area.
15 – Unsheltered:  includes cars, parks, campgrounds, temporary trailers, abandoned buildings, and substandard housing.  Substandard housing may be determined by local building codes, community norms, and/or as a case by case determination as to whether the accommodation is a “fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.”
