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It is the policy of the Michigan School for the Deaf (MSD) to provide a bilingual 
education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing students who attend the school.  A bilingual 
education respects both American Sign Language and English, and demands 
excellence in the achievement of proficiency in both languages.  A bilingual 
education assures access to literacy and academic achievement.  A bilingual 
education respects the primary or native language of students while providing 
access to academic, social and civic competencies. 
 
Philosophy and Principles of the Language Policy at the Michigan School for the Deaf 
 
American Sign Language (ASL)/English Bilingual Education at the Michigan School 
for the Deaf recognizes and values both the native language (ASL) of the Deaf 
community and the majority language (English).  Because ASL is a visual/spatial 
language, ASL provides Deaf and Hard of Hearing students with clear, complete and 
consistent access to linguistic information.  Fluency in ASL allows students access to 
developing skill in English literacy (reading, writing, and if appropriate, speaking), 
improving reading proficiency and increasing academic success. 
 
In keeping with a bilingual philosophy, the Michigan School for the Deaf strives to 
keep use of the two languages, American Sign Language and English, separate.  
The MSD goals are: 
 

• To demonstrate respect for both languages 
• To provide accessible communication for all members of the MSD community 
• To assist all MSD students with the development of proficiency in ASL and 

English 
 
This language policy impacts on student achievement by ensuring that students 
have full access to communication and linguistic information, as well as providing 
students with greater opportunities to increase academic skills, improve literacy and 
achieve their potential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved December 9, 2008
 



Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		MSD_Language_Policy_299453_7.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Michael Flaminio

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.

		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top