“Michigan Renewable Energy Updates”
Michigan is involved in several “green” activities, according to “Energy Tidbits” newsletter, from John Sarver, Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth, as stated below:

Chevrolet has announced that the Volt will sell for $41,000 and also be available for lease at $350 a month. Buyers are eligible for a federal tax credit that will cut the price by $7,500. Chevy Volt Vehicle Line Director Tony Posawatz expects the demand will exceed the Volt supply.

40% of World’s Capacity to Produce Lithium-Ion Batteries for automobiles will be in Michigan by 2015. President Obama recently attended the groundbreaking in Holland for the LG Chem-Compact Power plant. In June, Vice President Biden attended a groundbreaking at Dow Kokam in Midland for a new battery factory. In all, $2.4 billion in federal grants have gone for advanced battery manufacturing factories in Michigan.

Detroit Edison & Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan have signed a 20-year agreement for a 200 kW, $1 million PV system that will be installed on the roof of a BCBSM four-story parking structure in downtown Detroit. The solar array will cover 31,000 sq. ft. of the 42,000 sq. ft. roof and should be operational next spring. The installation is part of the SolarCurrents program that calls for 15 MW of PV systems to be installed on customer rooftops or property over the next 5 years. Detroit Edison plans to invest more than $100 million in the program. The PV systems will be owned, installed, operated and maintained by the utility. BCBSM and other customers that participate will get an annual credit on their energy bill, as well as a one-time, upfront payment. Detroit Edison also continues to offer PV incentives to their residential customers. www.dteenergy.com/solar.

Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn will host the Hybrid Truck Users Forum National Conference, September 28 – 30, 2010.  This conference will provide a wealth of information shared by vehicle makers, as they outline their current hybrid and advanced truck products and preview new products coming to market within the year.  If interested in attending this event, secure registration by August 31, 2010, for early bird conference rates.
http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?i=49afdc37-7ea7-45fa-a920-41b60d038275
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The Annual National District Export Council Conference will be hosted for the first time in Detroit at the Renaissance Center Marriot Hotel, from October 24-27, 2010. The conference is entitled “Capitalizing on America’s Export Advantages: Green and Innovation”.  World-renowned businesspersons and high-level government officials will be in attendance to discuss an array of international topics such as: “Global trends and attitudes toward GREEN”, “Innovations in U.S. Manufacturing - How to keep the U.S. Competitive”, and “The Next Generation Battery Race & Implications for U.S. Global Competiveness”
Kalamazoo Valley Community College continues to not only train, but place graduates of their Wind Turbine Technician Academy.  This stringent and intense training program is now into its second cohort (expected to graduate December 10th) and is the only program in the US that is certified by the Renewable Energy Education Center in (BZEE) Germany.  For more information about the program, and to view a video, visit www.mteckvcc.com and click on “Programs” then choose “Wind Energy Center.”
Here is an opportunity to read about “Careers in Renewable Energy”, in the areas of Wind Power, Solar Power, Bioenergy, Geothermal Energy, and Hydropower.  Please visit the website: 
http://www.sciencemaster.com/jump/physical/careers_energy.php
