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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Ladislaus B. Dombrowski Board Room

John A. Hannah Building

608 West Allegan

Lansing, Michigan

April 14, 2009
9:30 a.m.

Present:
Mr. Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman


Mrs. Kathleen N. Straus, President 

Mr. John C. Austin, Vice President


Mrs. Carolyn L. Curtin, Secretary (via telephone)
Mrs. Marianne Yared McGuire, Treasurer 
Mrs. Nancy Danhof, NASBE Delegate

Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bauer

Mr. Reginald M. Turner 
Ms. Casandra E. Ulbrich

Ms. Niya Hardin, representing Governor Jennifer M. Granholm, ex officio

Also Present:  
Mrs. Jennifer Haberling, 2008-2009 Michigan Teacher of the Year

REGULAR MEETING
I.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.

II.
INFORMATIONAL FOLDER ITEMS
A.
SEAC Quick Notes – March 4, 2009 Meeting
III.
AGENDA FOLDER ITEMS
A.
Presentation/Discussion on American Reinvestment and Recovery Act
B.
Re-Imagining Michigan’s PreK-12 Education System
C.
REVISED Pages to Public School Academy Report
IV.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ORDER OF PRIORITY
A.
Approval of Minutes of Closed Session of March 17, 2009 – added to agenda

B. 2008-2009 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Candidate Subsidy Grants – Amendment – added to agenda
C. 2008-2009 CTE Perkins Secondary Reserve Grants – Initial – added to agenda
D. Presentation/Discussion of Re-Imagining Michigan’s PreK-12 Education System – added to agenda

E. Presentation on Definition of Professional Development from National Staff Development Council – removed from agenda
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. Danhof, that the State Board of Education approve the agenda and order of priority, as modified.

The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

V.
INTRODUCTION OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS, DEPARTMENT STAFF, AND GUESTS
Mrs. Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, introduced members of the State Board of Education, Department of Education staff, and guests attending the meeting. 

VI.
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – MR. MICHAEL P. FLANAGAN

Mr. Flanagan said he was saddened to hear of the passing of Dr. Karen Adams, Dean of the College of Education and Human Services at Central Michigan University.  He said he was privileged to have worked with Dr. Adams as a member of the Teacher Preparation Policy Study Group and President of the Michigan Dean’s Council.  He offered condolences on behalf of the State Board of Education and the Michigan Department of Education to Dr. Adams’ family, friends, and the Central Michigan University community.

VII.
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
 

A.       Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence Award
 
Mrs. Straus said she would like to say a few words about Ms. Stella Gikas.  She said Stella was the recording secretary to the State Board of Education when in 1991 she closed her last stenographer’s notebook, after 47 years at the Department of Education.  She said Stella started her career in the Department in Teacher Certification, and rose through a half-dozen jobs after that.  She passed away later in 1991 from bone cancer.  She was a legend.  She always combined the highest level of professional competency with the highest level of common sense and people skills.  She was the Grand Dame of the Department, who served under no less than 11 superintendents, the super-secretary whom others emulated.  Stella filled 511 notebooks recording the minutes at State Board of Education meetings, and kept each one of them.  
 
Mrs. Straus said in 1991 the State Board of Education approved the establishment of the Stella Gikas Secretarial Award, later renamed the “Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence Award,” to be given annually to an outstanding support person in the Department of Education.  She said the award is given for providing leadership to others, outstanding service to education, dedication to excellence, and maintaining the highest professional standards.
 
Mrs. Straus said a subcommittee comprised of herself; John Austin; Jean Shane; Eileen Hamilton; and Janice Ambs, the 2008 Stella Gikas Award recipient; reviewed the nominations received for the 2009 award.  Mrs. Straus said all of the nominations submitted were for outstanding candidates.  Mrs. Straus said it is an honor to announce that the recipient of the 2009 Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence Award is Linda Bushong, secretary in the Office of Grants Coordination and School Support, School Nutrition Training and Programs Unit. 
Ms. Straus read statements from the information submitted supporting the nomination of Linda for the award.

“Linda’s work is always excellent.  She takes full responsibility for the written material produced by anyone in her unit.  She is an excellent proof-reader—items do not need to be returned for revisions due to grammatical, formatting, or punctuation errors.”

“Linda is a very dedicated employee.  She is in a job share position, but you would not know it from the work she does.  She puts forth a great effort to work nearly full time so that the unit does not fall behind in its responsibilities to the school districts of the state.”

“Linda is a natural leader.  She sees what needs to be done and makes sure everything is completed.  She keeps track of multiple assignments for many staff and, with her ‘take charge attitude,’ makes certain other staff members meet their deadlines.”


“Linda displays many qualities that employers desire of their employees.  She has a great ability to communicate in a coherent manner in both written and spoken word.  She is intelligent and has both street sense and common sense, and also the ability to learn.  She is willing to accept responsibility to take on challenges, to admit to mistakes (although she rarely makes one), and has an ‘I’ll do it’ attitude even with her heavy work load.”

“As the lead secretary for the School Nutrition Training and Programs Unit, Linda has taken new staff under her wing, whether clerical or professional, and has made them feel welcome and guided, and trained them so they can complete their work.  She has a wonderful personality and gets along with everyone she works with.”

Ms. Mary Ann Chartrand, Director of the Office of Grants Coordination and School Support, presented Linda with flowers, and congratulated her on receiving the award.

Mrs. Bushong introduced her husband, John; and their children, Scott, Joe, Jamie and her fiancé Brian.
Mrs. Straus presented her with a certificate signed by the Board members and Mr. Flanagan citing Linda for “providing leadership to others, outstanding service to education, dedication to excellence, and maintaining the highest professional standards.”

Mr. Flanagan presented Mrs. Bushong with the crystal apple award as a long-standing tribute to her work.

Mrs. Bushong said she is very honored, and thankful to receive the award.  She said she is just doing her job.

Ms. Barb Campbell, Supervisor, School Nutrition Training and Programs Unit, said the Department is blessed to have Linda, and they are very proud of her.  Ms. Campbell said Linda makes everyone look good, and they could not do their job without her.
VIII.
RECESS
The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 10:04 a.m. to convene the Committee of the Whole Meeting.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
IX.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the Committee of the Whole to order at 10:05 a.m. 

X.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
A.
Presentation on Proposed Standards for the Preparation of Social Studies, History, Geography, Economics, and Political Science Teachers

The following individuals presented:

· Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer

· Dr. Flora Jenkins, Director, Office of Professional Preparation

· Mr. Thomas Bell, Higher Education Consultant

The revised standards were aligned with and go above current Grade Level Content Expectations and High School Content Expectations, as well as place greater emphasis on integrating content, content specific instruction/assessment, and technology.  These standards are eagerly anticipated for review by the field.  The standards will be available for a field review in April and May, and returned to the Board for approval in June.
Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
North Korea is listed among the transitional or developing economies; should that be South Korea – staff will verify;
2.
is Universal Education Vision and Principles clear enough for the public – it is in the glossary; a link to the Universal Education document could be added in the glossary;
3.
is the description of standard 6.4 enough to address teaching as a member of a team with equal partners including co-teaching models and project based learning;

4.
standard 7.0 needs to permeate the entire teacher education program and not be a stand alone technology course;

5.
in order to assess students, teachers need to have a higher competency level than what is being required of students; teachers are to become experts in the field of which the high school standards are a portion; make sure it is embedded and not singled out – staff will address;
6.
ensure the ability to work with students of all different backgrounds; add cultures to the lists of diversity in standards 4.3 and 4.7;
7.
much is expected of teachers; is it feasible – it is challenging;
8.
most teaching students will have five years of college; and
9.
local school district teachers were represented on the referent committee – it is standard operating procedure to include practitioners of all levels in referent committees.
B.
Presentation on Definition of Professional Development from National Staff Development Council

This item was removed from the agenda.
C.
Presentation/Discussion on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

The following individuals presented:

· Ms. Carol Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent

· Dr. Jann Jenka, Education Director in the Governor’s Economic Recovery Office

· Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director

The Michigan Department of Education continues to receive guidance regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  An update was provided on targeted dollars to districts via existing federal education programs and the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund.  
A PowerPoint presentation was shown.

Dr. Michael Radke, Assistant Director, Office of School Improvement; and Mr. John Andrejack, Supervisor, Program Finance, Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services; joined the presenters to answer questions from Board members.

Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
lack of administrative funding and time for planning makes it extremely challenging for staff of the Department and schools; sustainability of reform efforts is also a concern – examples of innovative programs that have the potential to both reform and restore will be shared with schools through podcasts and other means; Board members will receive information regarding podcasts, website links, and webinars on a regular basis.
2.
explain the stipulations of the Title I and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act funding that is about to be released – funding is by formula; there is some flexibility; reform and innovation will be pushed; applications will direct districts to explore best practices; the Department is working with the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators and Michigan Association of School Administrators to request that districts submit best practices;
3.
what are examples of best practices – Title I funding would be targeted to the most economically disadvantaged students who are underperforming for programs after school, on the weekend or during the summer; or for a reading instructor to provide extra assistance during the day; 
4.
districts would be encouraged to use best practices that are known to have a positive impact – an example is that districts could be encouraged to train teachers to build teacher capacity over the course of the next two years so that when the funds are gone the benefits continue; for example, a summer lab school would help students that participate and could also serve to train teachers to use new methodology that could be applied throughout the school year; 
5.
what is the correlation between encouragement and the application process – the Title I application process requires a comprehensive needs assessment defining the unique needs of the district that results in a detailed action plan addressing the needs; Department staff can provide examples of effective model programs that address the needs, however the Department cannot tell
districts what they must do with the funds; districts need to invest in reform and capacity building; this is a two-year funding opportunity that will end;
6.
does the district or school building develop a Title I plan – both; there are building level budgets and plans that are rolled into a district level budget and plan;
7.
how do we walk a district through the process – for the Title I funds there is a series of webinars explaining the process and staff interacts with applicants throughout the process;
8.
will information on best practices be available via websites – yes;
9.
does all the Title I money have to be spent inside schools; sometimes problems are in homes and sometimes  community safety is an issue – it includes security, parental involvement, working with private/non-profit schools; social supports are available but generally in the school building;

10.
National Association of State Boards of Education had a conference call that Casandra Ulbrich participated in as a member of the Governmental Affairs Committee, and she provided a report to Board members; guidelines for Race to the Top are not available because funds cannot be used until next year; 

11.
sustainability and accountability go hand in hand; we must do things differently; how we implement promising practices is important;

12.
do recipients have to account for ARRA funds separately from the regular Title I funds – yes;
13.
does there have to be a plan for evaluation; are we asking that people budget for results by using outcome based budgeting – Title I requires that programs be evaluated periodically; there could be a stipulation that a certain percentage be used for evaluation and give guidance on how to do the evaluation using suggested methods;
14.
what are some examples of flexibility in IDEA programs – statutory IDEA language still applies but districts may be able to do some things they did not have funding for previously; this could include new devices, longitudinal 
data systems, professional development for response to intervention; the federal government is encouraging assistive technology, professional development, use of data, inclusive placement options, transitional coordinators for students seeking employment; and
15.
co-teaching is another professional development opportunity.
D.
Presentation on Financial Literacy

The following individuals presented:

· Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer

· Ms. MaryAlice Galloway, Interim Director, Office of School Improvement

· Ms. Deborah Clemmons, Supervisor, Curriculum and Literacy

· Ms. Karen Todorov, Social Services Consultant

· Ms. Loretta Smith, Community Reinvestment Act Manager for Michigan, Comerica Bank
The high school graduation requirements were modified in late 2008 to add a financial literacy course as a permissible mathematics course.  As a result of this change, the Michigan Department of Education is updating its Financial Literacy Resource Guide for Kindergarten to Grade 12 which provides teachers with low cost or free quality resources to teach financial literacy.
A PowerPoint presentation was shown.
Board member questions and clarifications included:

1.
when will the Personal Finance Expectations that are included in the end of course assessment be available on the website – they are being developed and by next May they will all be on the website;
2.
how does this provide for a math credit – this gives districts an option to count a financial literacy course as a math credit;
3.
this is a prime example of a public/private partnership that works to the benefit of public education; and
4.
financial literacy is a critical course that all students need.
XI.
ADJOURNMENT
The Board adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 12:00 p.m. and reconvened the Regular Meeting at 1:08 p.m.
Mrs. Curtin ended her telephone conversation at 12:00 p.m.
REGULAR MEETING
XII.
APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES
A.
Approval of Minutes of Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of March 17, 2009

Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that the State Board of Education approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of March 17, 2009.

The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Danhof, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich
Absent During Vote:  Curtin
The motion carried.
B.
Approval of Minutes of Closed Session of March 17, 2009

Mrs. McGuire moved, seconded by Mrs. Straus, that the State Board of Education approve the Minutes of Closed Session of March 17, 2009.
The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Danhof, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent During Vote:  Curtin
The motion carried.
C.
Approval of Record of March 26, 2009 Joint Meeting of State Board of Education and Public School Academy Authorizers
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. McGuire, that the State Board of Education approve the Record of March 26, 2009 Joint Meeting of State Board of Education and Public School Academy Authorizers.
The vote was taken on the motion.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Danhof, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich

Absent During Vote:  Curtin
The motion carried.
Mrs. Curtin rejoined the meeting via telephone at 1:15 p.m.
XIII.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
A.
Detroit Urban League Youth Dialogue
Mrs. Straus said she participated in the Detroit Urban League Youth Dialogue on April 15.  She said high school students from Detroit met with “Distinguished Warriors” from previous years in an intergenerational dialogue giving students first hand history.  She said the students were very impressive – one reading a poem he had written, and another proclaiming that she plans to be President of the United States after becoming Mayor of Detroit.
B.
MACUL Conference
Mrs. Straus said she attended the Michigan Association of Computer Users in Learning (MACUL) Conference at Cobo Hall.  She said there were impressive computer exhibits from elementary, middle, and high school students.  She said Mike Flanagan spoke on the key role of technology in teaching.
C.
Title I Parent Conference
Mrs. Straus said she attended the Region V Title I Parent Conference that included participants from Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, and Michigan.  She said students from the J.R. King School in Detroit performed.  
D.
Braille Literacy
Mrs. Straus said she spoke at a Braille Literacy event sponsored by the National Federation of the Blind at the Capitol on March 26.  

She said while in the Capitol she saw an exhibit of computer projects and other projects by high school students.  She said she continues to be impressed with the remarkable work done by students.
E.
United Way of Southeast Michigan

Mrs. Straus said she met with staff of the United Way of Southeast Michigan regarding activities and concerns in education and dropout prevention.  She said they would like to work more closely with the Board and Department.
F.
Law Related Education

Mrs. Straus said the State Bar of Michigan held a meeting on Law Related Education that she attended.  She said the keynote speaker was Chief Justice Kelly and several educators, attorneys, and judges were in attendance including Judge Michael David Warren, Jr., former member of the State Board of Education.  She said there is an interest in working with schools to educate students on their rights and responsibilities through social studies and civic education.
G.
Legislative Committee
Mrs. Straus said the Board’s Legislative Committee met on April 7, and it was a very productive meeting.

H.
NASBE Grant for Healthy Schools

Mrs. Straus said she was contacted by the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) regarding a $15,000 grant to continue Michigan’s efforts on healthy schools and fighting obesity.  She said NASBE would like to use Michigan as a model, and they are very impressed with staff’s work on healthy schools, nutrition, and reducing obesity.  
XIV.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Reports
G.
Human Resources Report

Grants
H.
2008-2009 Title III – English Language Acquisition Program – Amendment 

I.
2008-2009 Title I, Part C – Migrant Education Program, Regular 


School Year – Amendment ($-1 and $89,191) 

J.
2008-2009 Michigan Charter School Grant Program – Amendment 

K.
2008-2009 Hearing and Vision Screenings – Initial 

L.
2008-2009 Child and Adolescent Health Centers – Initial 

M.
2008-2009 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology, Category III, Comprehensive K-12 Data Management and Student Tracking System – Initial and Continuation 

N.
2008-2009 Section 54a Grant; Central Assessment Lending Library – Continuation 

U.
2008-2009 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Candidate Subsidy Grants – Amendment 

V.
2008-2009 CTE Perkins Secondary Reserve Grants – Initial 

Mr. Flanagan provided a verbal report on:
A.
Visit to Newaygo Regional Educational Service Agency
Mr. Flanagan said he visited Newaygo County Regional Educational Service Agency on March 25.  He said he appreciates the courageous effort and leadership of the Superintendent, Dr. Lori Tubbergen Clark.  He said she has examined and shared data calling for action regarding student achievement and consolidation of services.  He said Newaygo has made an effort to highlight academic challenges and proficiency decline, so they can create and implement a plan to address them.  He said this is an example of a willingness to reimagine education, and there are areas throughout the state that are also eager to do so.
Mr. Flanagan said he also participated in a very productive dialogue regarding career and technical education as he toured the center.  He said he is thankful for the candor shared during conversation.
B.
Visit to Ferndale School District
Mr. Flanagan said he visited Ferndale School District on March 31 where his daughter is a teacher.  He said she is a second year middle and high school teacher who is preparing for five different classes per day, which is very taxing.
He said the district is chartering a high school that is associated with Lawrence Technological University, and they will have a feeder school.

C.
Economic Climate
Mr. Flanagan said there is a continued decline of tax revenues and the numbers are very significant presenting a serious challenge for the state of Michigan.  He said the challenge presents an excellent opportunity to reimagine the system. 
XV.
REPORT OF MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Mrs. Jennifer Haberling, 2008-2009 Michigan Teacher of the Year, provided a verbal report as an update to her written report.

Mrs. Haberling said one of the highlights of her year was the opportunity to present a Teaching It-Forward scholarship to Emily Zondlak, a senior at Hudsonville High School.  She said through the National Teacher of the Year organization, Emily will receive a full four-year scholarship to the University of Phoenix to pursue a writing career online.  She said it was exciting to celebrate with Emily, a wheelchair-bound student with cerebral palsy who has overcome challenges, and is just as able as other students to fulfill her dreams.  
Mrs. Haberling reported on the Michigan Association of Computer Users in Learning (MACUL) Conference, Baldwin Middle School as a School to Watch, and her classroom activities.
XVI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
A.
Dr. Colin Ward, Belmont, Michigan.  Dr. Ward, representing Michigan School Counselor Educator Discussion Group, provided oral and written information on school counselor ratios.
B.
Dr. Suzanne Dugger, Ypsilanti, Michigan.  Dr. Dugger, representing Michigan School Counselor Educator Discussion Group, provided verbal and written information on school counselor ratios.

C.
Mr. Doug Pratt, East Lansing, Michigan.  Mr. Pratt, representing the Michigan Education Association, provided verbal and written information on the annual charter school report.

D.
Mr. David Borth, Big Rapids, Michigan.  Mr. Borth, representing the Network of Michigan Educators, provided verbal comments on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

E.
Mr. Dan Quisenberry, Lansing, Michigan.  Mr. Quisenberry, representing the Michigan Association of Public School Academies, provided verbal comments on the Public School Academy Report.

XVII.
DISCUSSION REGARDING PROJECT RE-IMAGINE
Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer; and Mr. Tom White, Project Reimagine Coordinator; lead the Discussion Regarding Project Reimagine.  The item was included in the agenda folder.
Mr. Flanagan said building on the State Board of Education’s goal to reimagine Michigan’s PreK-12 education system, the Michigan Department of Education is launching Project Reimagine to urge districts to dedicate themselves to significant and substantive reform.  
He said the Department will select up to 20 school districts to become Demonstration Districts committed to dramatic district-wide reform to significantly improve learning for all students.  He said participation is voluntary, and ideas will be provided via podcasts, webinars, and websites.  
Mr. Flanagan said the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds should be used in innovative ways that provide lasting results.  He said as the U.S. Secretary of Education’s Race to the Top grants become available, Project Reimagine Demonstration Districts will be incorporated into state plans to seek additional federal funds to reform and improve Michigan’s educational system.
Dr. Vaughn said the intent is to reimagine districts including the entire preK-12 system as well as transitioning beyond 12th grade.  She said a diverse cross-section of urban, rural and suburban districts would be represented.  Dr. Vaughn reviewed expected outcomes, required core components, and possible focus areas.
Mr. White said districts are not being told what to do, they are being asked for their ideas and how the Department can help them.  He said the idea is to spark and facilitate innovation with the goal of spreading it across other school districts to effectively use resources.

Mrs. McGuire said she was surprised to see “reconfigured compensation systems, including pay for performance and pay for hardship areas” on the list of focus areas.  She said it appears that it is being left to individual districts to decide.  She said there is a separate group working on a plan for the state.  

Dr. Vaughn asked if Mrs. McGuire was referring to the group that is discussing three-tiered licensure which would be a different way to 
do licensure, not necessarily a statewide pay for performance plan.  Dr. Vaughn said it is included in the focus areas to correlate with the information received from the United States Education Department.  Mr. Flanagan said it included in the focus areas as an option, but not a requirement.
Mrs. Bauer said she is pleased teachers are being consulted through the Network of Michigan Educators.  She said students as young as elementary age should also be consulted regarding exciting learning opportunities.  She said resources are not being used to their full potential, including talent of retirees, and buildings open longer hours for community use and students who need or chose non-traditional options.  Mr. White said the student voices can be gathered through the Department website.  Mr. Flanagan said the application could also include a question asking how the local student voice has been gathered in the community.
Mr. Austin said one of the opportunities could be paying the entire district if student scores improve, rather than singling out individual teachers for merit pay.  He said it is a way to advance the philosophy that if everyone does better, we all do better.

Mr. Austin said before a dollar figure can be assigned to the cost of successfully educating a student, we need to be smart about how to deliver education effectively and efficiently.  He said the Board needs to be very deliberate in the expectations of how the successes of the 20 demonstration districts translate into state policy, legislation, and financial implications that work toward remaking the system for the betterment of all Michigan schools.
Mr. Turner said groups need to be small enough to help each other in professional development and increased student achievement.  He said some parents need to be educated about the importance of involvement, and we should not give up on the idea of attempting to motivate parents to participate in the reimagining process to help their children succeed.  Mr. Turner said it is clear in discussions among the Board, Department, and others that we are speaking in terms of all students.

Mr. Flanagan said wording could reflect the belief that in an effort to encourage teamwork around outcomes, the grouping for performance pay should be department-wide, grade-wide, or larger.
Mrs. Straus said the Michigan Education Association and American Federation of Teachers – Michigan need to be involved in discussions.  She said professional development needs to be reimaged without lowering rigorous standards, because students have demonstrated that they can live up to the higher expectations.  

Mrs. Straus said the full day full service schools model had a vision of incorporating many services in school buildings that were available to the community during extended hours of operation.  She said this made the school the hub of the community.  Mr. Flanagan said it could be included in the application as a question addressing how physical resources are used toward proficiency.
Mrs. Straus said there is still a need to learn world languages and become more aware of other countries and cultures.
Mrs. Straus said poorer districts need to be among the demonstration districts so that they have the opportunity to prove that effective change can occur in districts that have fewer resources.

Mrs. Straus said there are volunteer and senior groups that want to work with schools and their experience and wisdom should be a valued resource.
Mrs. Haberling said professional development should be data driven.  She said the teacher quality section should include collaboration through team teaching, and cross-curricular teaching.  She suggested a warehouse of resources that is available online to all districts whether or not they apply to be a Demonstration District.
Mrs. Straus and Mr. Austin reiterated that the Board’s goal to reimagine education was a vision prior to the announcement of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding.

Mrs. Haberling asked if demonstration districts need to choose at least one idea from each of the four focus area groups.  Mr. White said it is not necessary to choose one idea from each group.  He said it is about dramatic change.  He said it is possible that a district may apply with a dramatic idea that is not on the list, and would be under the category of “other.”

Mrs. Danhof said the culture needs to be refocused to have the capacity to maintain ongoing change.  She said there may need to be a redefining of terms like learners, leaders, and responsibility.  She said a list of resources may be helpful; however it may also be infinite.
Mrs. Danhof said the utilization of time for professional development needs to be rethought.  She said an example is that teachers could work in a business during the summer to get first-hand on-the-job knowledge and experience to relay to students.

Mrs. Danhof said another question could focus on empowering leadership within the building, district, or community.
Mr. Turner left the meeting at 2:30 p.m. and immediately rejoined via telephone.
Mr. Flanagan asked for a personal privilege to introduce Mr. Phil Power, Executive Director, The Center for Michigan, who shared a report, “School Daze:  Michigan’s Shrinking School Year.”  Mr. Power said that 
during community forums convened throughout the state citizens have named two Michigan priorities.  He said the priorities are a vibrant, thriving, competitive economy and an education system that is assimilated to this.  He said this will require a reimagined system, and he appreciates the Board’s willingness to do so.
Mr. Flanagan said that later in the meeting the Board will consider a motion to recommend that the Legislature require 180 days and 1,098 hours of pupil instruction for schools.
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Danhof, that the State Board of Education support the concept of Project Re-Imagine, as described in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated 

April 14, 2009, and as amended by discussion.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

XVIII.
STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director, presented State and Federal Legislative Report.

Ms. Hansknecht said federal priorities for this year are expected to be health care and energy.  She said on the state level, Representative Tim Melton introduced a three bill package focusing on turning around the poorest performing schools.  She said the Department is working with Representative Melton’s office to make sure systems align and there is no duplication of effort.
Ms. Hansknecht said the Department budget passed the House, and is now in the Senate awaiting hearings in April and May.

Mr. Flanagan said that the Education Alliance will be invited to attend future Board Legislative Committee meetings that will be held regularly three to four times per year.  Mrs. Straus said the meetings have always been open to the public.
Ms. Hansknecht said at the April 7, 2009, meeting of the Board’s Legislative Committee several recommendations were developed for Board consideration. 

Mrs. Danhof moved, seconded by Ms. Ulbrich, that the State Board of Education recommends the Legislature pass legislation mandating certification of school administrators as was previously in the law, grandfathering in the current administrators.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education commends the Michigan House of Representatives for taking the first step in the recently passed School Aid budget (HB 4447) that includes 170 days and 1,098 hours.  The State Board of Education recommends the Legislature require 180 days and 1,098 hours of pupil instruction for schools using a seat-based model of education, while allowing for the continuation of waivers of such days and hours by the Superintendent of Public Instruction to explore and promote innovative educational models.

The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. McGuire moved, seconded by Mrs. Danhof, that the State Board of Education recommends the Legislature maintain the requirements related to the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) tests as opposed to moving toward an off-the-shelf test as proposed by HB 4771 and SB 56.  Such a test could jeopardize federal funding unless a costly wraparound test is added to the off-the-shelf test, much like the ACT test is supplemented in order to meet the federal requirements for the Michigan Merit Exam.

The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. Ulbrich, that the State Board of Education recommends the Legislature explore ways to make alternative education for children, especially in grades 8 to 12, financially viable, and to expand options for children in alternative education schools and programs, including a variety of models such as middle colleges, dual enrollment, online learning, and individualized education.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

XIX.
DISCUSSION REGARDING 2009 NASBE AWARD AND 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATIONS
Mrs. Nancy Danhof, National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Delegate, lead the Discussion Regarding 2009 NASBE Award and Board of Directors Nominations.

Mrs. Danhof said the Board has been asked by the National Association of State Boards of Education to submit nominations for the 2009 Policy Leader of the Year Award, Distinguished Service Award, and Friend of Education Award.

Mrs. Curtin moved, seconded by Mr. Turner, that the State Board of Education nominate Eileen Weiser for the National Association of State Boards of Education Distinguished Service Award.
The vote was taken on the motion.
The motion carried unanimously.
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education nominate The Skillman Foundation for the National Association of State Boards of Education Friend of Education Award.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. McGuire moved, seconded by Mrs. Straus, that the State Board of Education nominate Governor Jennifer Granholm for the National Association of State Boards of Education Policy Leader Award.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Danhof asked Board members to submit nominations for the 2010 Board of Directors of the National Association of State Boards of Education at the May State Board of Education meeting.
XX.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING (continued)
F.
Ms. Peggy Brown, Lansing, Michigan.  Ms. Brown provided verbal comments on Chadsey Elementary School in Detroit.

XXI.
APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE
Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer; Ms. MaryAlice Galloway, Interim Director, Office of School Improvement; and Ms. Stephanie VanKoevering, Public School Academy Consultant; presented the Public School Academy Report to the Legislature.
Mr. Flanagan said the report fulfills a statutory obligation for the Board to summarize charter school experience for the Legislature.  He said at the March 17, 2009 meeting, the Board postponed action on this item.  He said at the agenda planning session, the Committee agreed to put the item on the April agenda based on comments made by Mr. Austin at the March meeting, that minor modifications in the report (namely footnotes) would satisfy the board for this year’s report.
Dr. Vaughn said the report has been revised based on the Board’s discussion at its March 17 meeting.  She said the cover memorandum highlights the modifications that have been made, and there are two additional modifications in the agenda folder.  She said page 21 is a replacement page to rectify a duplicate chart, and page 41 contains an additional paragraph, “PSA Location/Facilities Issues.”
Dr. Vaughn said after the Board approves the report, it will be posted on the Department’s website so readers have access to full-color charts and attachments.

Ms. Ulbrich said on page 60 in the chart on Location Changes for Fall 2008, two public school academies are noted as “awaiting contract amendment.”  Ms. VanKoevering said the amendments may have been received since the chart was printed, and she will follow up on that.  Mr. Flanagan said the process will take care of this in the future.
Ms. Ulbrich said the term “host district” is unclear in the report.  Following discussion there was Board consensus to change the term to “cluster district.”
Mrs. Straus said she was troubled by an April 14, 2009, Detroit Free Press article on public school academies that she believes was inaccurate.  
Mr. Austin said the Public School Academy Report has improved each year with data that is richer and more accurate and provides an improved picture of the performance of public school academies.  He said it is not ideologically bent and it is a fuller picture.  He said he prefers to continue the focus on discussion between Board members and authorizers, as was done on March 26, regarding what can be done together to improve accountability and performance.
Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Danhof, that the State Board of Education approve the 2008 Report to the Legislature on Public School Academies as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated April 6, 2009, and modified by the revisions in the agenda folder and discussion; and approve its transmittal to the Legislature.
Mr. Flanagan reiterated the term “host district” will be changed to “cluster district.”
Mrs. Straus reiterated “service provider” should be changed to “management company” each time it is used in the document.  Dr. Vaughn said the change will be made.

Mr. Flanagan said all public schools should be examined through the same lenses so that more accurate comparisons may be made regarding what works and does not work.  He said all parties should continue to strive to follow timelines when providing comments to draft documents.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

XXII.
CONSENT AGENDA
Approval

R.
Receive the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers and Approval of Appointments of Members to the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers 
Resolution
S.
Adoption of Resolution Regarding 2009 Talent Development Week
Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education approve the Superintendent’s recommendations for the consent agenda as follows:

R.
(1) receive the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers as presented on March 17, 2009, and (2) approve the appointment of Kristin Grattan and the reappointments of Larry J. Corbett, Kevin Harris, Lois Lofton-Doniver, Vivian Davis, Rosa Johnson, and Susan Pagen to the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers for a four-year term ending June 30, 2013, as discussed in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 30, 2009; and

S.
adopt the resolution regarding Talent Development Week, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated March 30, 2009.

The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

The resolution regarding 2009 Talent Development Week is attached as Exhibit A.

XXIII.
COMMENTS BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
A.
NASBE Education Positions
Mrs. Bauer said the Board should resubmit its Policy on Universal Education Vision and Principles to the National Association of State Boards of Education.

XXIV.
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING
Mrs. McGuire said she would like to the Board to discuss Proposal A financing at a future meeting.
Mr. Flanagan said Board members may contact a member of the Agenda Planning Committee comprised of Mrs. Straus, Mr. Austin, and Mrs. Curtin with suggestions for agenda topics.

XXV.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
Mrs. Danhof moved, seconded by Ms. Ulbrich, that the State Board of Education cancel its July 14, 2009, meeting.
The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.
A.
May 12, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting

B.
May 20, 2009 – State Board of Education Retreat

C.
June 9, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting

D.
July 14, 2009 – Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting
XXVI.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn L. Curtin

Secretary
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