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MESSAGING for schools and other organizations

This document contains sample messaging that you can customize to share with parents and others to encourage their use of the newly updated and enhanced Parent Dashboard for School Transparency. Highlighted fields are flagged for you to customize with your organization’s information.
This document includes:
· Newsletter/blog/web blurb
· Email to members/constituents
· Social Media messaging
Also available at www.michigan.gov/MDE-ParentDashboard:
· PowerPoint template for parent/community events (customizable)
· Flyer(s) for literature racks, posting near public computers, stuffing backpacks, etc. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One-page handout
· Parent Dashboard fact sheet 
For questions regarding the Parent Dashboard or the data included in it, contact MDE-ParentDashboard@michigan.gov

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE/BLOG POST
· How well is [YOUR SCHOOL] helping students achieve state standards?
· How many instructional staff per student does [YOUR SCHOOL] employ?  
· How many [YOUR HIGH SCHOOL] students graduate within 4, 5, and 6 years? 
· What is the attendance rate for students at [YOUR SCHOOL]? 
Parents and other caregivers of a school-aged child now can easily find answers to these questions and many more through one user-friendly online tool. Michigan’s newly enhanced Parent Dashboard for School Transparency (or “Parent Dashboard”) makes it easier for parents to see many types of information about any public school in Michigan, including public school academies (charter schools). 
The dashboard is designed especially for parents and other caregivers. It reports on more than 20 different factors that parents and other stakeholders have said are important to them when evaluating the quality of a school. Families and others can use the dashboard to get a more complete picture of how their child’s school is serving students. They also can use the dashboard to compare a school’s performance with the average performance of other similar Michigan schools.
NEW in January 2019! 
· Updated data, from the most recent school year
· New metrics (measures) for students and staff
· School Services and Offerings—highlighting schools’ “Points of Pride” 
· Enhanced school search and mapping functions
· Ability to view the schools included in peer average calculations for each metric (measure) by distance or characteristic
Click the link below (or type the dashboard URL into your web browser) to access [YOUR SCHOOL’S] Parent Dashboard: [go to MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard; navigate to your school’s dashboard; then copy and paste that link here]
The updated easy-to-use Parent Dashboard:
· provides one easy location where parents and caregivers can view building-level information and data
· can be accessed on any computer or mobile device
· includes tutorial videos that can help you navigate through the various types of information available
· offers a more balanced picture of school quality, since it contains information about more than just test scores
Information in the Parent Dashboard:
· comes from data that are already collected from schools
· can be viewed for a whole school, or viewers can dig in deeper to see performance for certain groups of students
· can inform decisions and encourage richer conversations about school progress—with students, with other parents, with school leaders, and within communities
· complements other state accountability tools such as the School Report Card (required by federal law), financial data reporting (required by Michigan law), and other state, district, and building reports (MI School Data)
We encourage parents to check out [YOUR SCHOOL’S] Parent Dashboard, and tell us which measures excite you most. We also want to know where you think we need to improve.  Equipped with this information, we hope to have richer conversations about our school and its students.
The new Parent Dashboard is a “living tool” that will continue to add information and adapt to meet parents’ needs. Parents and others are invited to send feedback to MDE-ParentDashboard@michigan.gov.
PARENT/MEMBER/CONSTITUENT EMAIL
Greetings:
I wanted to share a recently updated online tool that can help you get a better picture of how [YOUR SCHOOL] is serving students. 
Michigan’s newly updated Parent Dashboard for School Transparency (or “Parent Dashboard”) makes it easy for parents to see many types of information about [YOUR SCHOOL]…or any public school in Michigan, including public school academies (charter schools). 
The newly enhanced dashboard is designed with the help of parents especially for parents and other caregivers. It reports on more than 20 different factors—or measures—that parents have said are important to them when evaluating the quality of a school. 
NEW in January 2019! 
· Updated data, from the most recent school year
· New metrics for students and staff
· School Services and Offerings—highlighting schools’ “points of pride” 
· Enhanced school search and mapping functions
· Ability to view the schools included in peer average calculations for each metric (by distance or characteristic)
Click the link below (or type the dashboard URL into your web browser) to access the Parent Dashboard for [YOUR SCHOOL]: [FILL IN URL FOR YOUR SCHOOL’S OVERVIEW PAGE AT MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard.
The Dashboard provides one easy location where parents and caregivers can view building-level information and data. It can be accessed on any computer or mobile device and even includes a tutorial video that can help you navigate through the various types of information available.
Because it includes information on more than just test scores, the dashboard offers a more balanced picture of how well [YOUR SCHOOL] serves our students. Here are a few things I discovered as I explored the different charts and graphs available.
Points of Pride for [YOUR SCHOOL]:
· [POINT ONE]
· [POINT TWO]
Ways [YOUR SCHOOL] is working to improve:
· [IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY ONE]
· [IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY TWO]
You can learn more about how the Parent Dashboard was developed and plans for future updates at MDE’s Parent Dashboard Resource Page: www.michigan.gov/MDEmde-ParentDashboard.www.michigan.gov/MDEmde-ParentDashboard.
I’m looking forward to talking with you about what you notice on [YOUR SCHOOL’S] Parent Dashboard. Equipped with this information, we can have richer conversations about our school and its students.
Thank you,
[FILL IN APPROPRIATE SIGNATURE LINE]
[bookmark: _Hlk497908922]P.S. Your ideas matter! Send feedback on the dashboard to MDE-ParentDashboard@michigan.gov. Request a conversation with someone at [YOUR SCHOOL] about our school’s information by contacting [PHONE OR EMAIL OF SCHOOL CONTACT

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
· Announcing updates to the parent dashboard, a user-friendly way to provide transparency about Michigan’s public K-12 schools and how well they’re performing. Learn more: MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard.
· Michigan just got closer to becoming a Top 10 education state in 10 years with the rollout of enhancements to a dashboard that empowers all parents to view and understand information about Michigan’s K-12 public schools. For more info, go to MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard. 
· Parents now can view an enhanced, school-level dashboard showing 20-plus measures parents say are important in evaluating the quality of a school. The online tool also allows parents and others to compare a school’s performance with the average performance of similar Michigan schools. For details, visit MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard.
· What is the parent dashboard? It’s a website created by the state, at the request of the State Board of Education, for parents and other stakeholders wanting to know more about public schools down to the building level. See the UDATED dashboard in action at MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard. 
· The parent dashboard may be used to evaluate numerous measures of Michigan K-12 public schools, such as assessment participation, English Learner progress, students not chronically absent, and postsecondary enrollment. Check out this newly updated tool now at MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard 
Twitter
Suggested Hashtag:  #miparentdashboard
· Announcing updates to Michigan’s Parent Dashboard, an easy, transparent way to see information about K-12 schools: MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard  #miparentdashboard (character count: 170)
· Michigan just got closer to becoming a Top 10 education state in 10 years with enhancements to a school-level dashboard giving all parents more info about our K-12 public schools: MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard #miparentdashboard (character count: 234)
· Parents now have an easy-to-use dashboard to view more than 20 measures of valued school information. They also can compare a school’s performance with the average performance of similar Michigan schools. For details, visit MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard. (character count: 260)
· Thanks to Michigan’s State Board of Education, parents now have their own dashboard showing a clearer picture of how K-12 public schools are doing: MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard #miparentdashboard (character count: 202)
· Have you checked out Michigan’s newly enhanced parent dashboard yet? It was developed with parents for parents. See it in action now at MISchoolData.org/ParentDashboard #miparentdashboard (character count: 189)
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