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The Michigan Department of Education Public School Academies Unit visits authorizers on a rotating basis.  The purposes of the visits are to ensure authorizers are complying with all requirements, provide technical assistance, and to promote communication between authorizers and the MDE.   Each authorizer goes through the Assurances and Verification Visit process every 2-3 years.  
The process begins with the authorizer completing an extensive self-rating document that contains five (5) main compliance areas- Overseeing Application, Authorization, and Contracting, Overseeing PSA Governance, Overseeing Facilities, Overseeing Quality of Learning, and Overseeing Financial Accountability.  The main compliance areas are broken into sixteen (16) process driven criteria areas numbered 1.1-5.3.  The authorizer assembles and organizes documents for the MDE to review.  MDE personnel visit the authorizer to discuss concerns, answer questions, provide technical assistance and updates, and review charter related documents.  During the visit, MDE personnel use a worksheet that matches the sixteen (16) criteria areas from the authorizer's self-rating document.  As MDE personnel see evidence related to each criteria area, they indicate the information on the worksheet.  
When the visit is completed, a Feedback Report is created using the authorizer’s self-rating information and the MDE personnel's evidentiary notes and comments.  Each criterion is rated as complete, clear, improved, consistent, or under development.  The report is sent to the authorizer to be shared with all involved parties.
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