
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, October 8, 2009 (Please Note Meeting Date)
State Board Room (4th Floor), John A. Hannah Building

**Special Note.  Please be aware that a security enhancement is in progress at the front entry of the John Hannah Building.  
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING
9:00 – 10:15 a.m. – Hannah Building – State Board Room
The subcommittee meets prior to the regular meeting to review and discuss agenda items in preparation for the regular meeting.  PTAC representatives are welcome to attend.  Topics covered include:
   a) Curriculum and Training  

   b) Management and Best Practices            
   c) State and National Issues 
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING

10:30 - 12:00 NOON – Hannah Building – State Board Room
  I.
CALL TO ORDER at 10:30 by Ken Micklash
II. ROLL CALL AND RECOGNITION OF GUESTS
(
Michigan Department of Education: Mary Ann Chartrand, Ken Micklash, Louis Burgess
(  
Michigan State Police: Sharron VanCampen (Primary); Jill McKelvey (Alternate)
⁭  
Michigan Department of Transportation:  Andrea Brush (Primary); Jean Ruestma (Alternate)


(
Michigan Department of State:  Carol Reagan (Primary);


(   
Michigan Assn for Pupil Transportation:  Karen Losch (Primary); Mark Niewoonder (Alternate)



(
Michigan Assn for School Business Officials:  Matt Losch (Primary)


⁭  
Michigan Assn of School Administrators:  Mark Bielang (Primary)


⁭  
Michigan Education Association:  Art Przybylowicz (Primary)



⁭  
Michigan Assn of School Boards:  Don Wotruba (Primary)




( 
Training Agency Association of Michigan:  Vince Weiler (Primary)
; Steve Osborne (Alternate);



⁭  
Michigan Head Start Association: Kim Aultman





⁭  
Michigan PTA:








⁭     
Middle Cities Education Association: Fred Clarke (Primary)




( 
Michigan Association of Inter. School Administrators:  Kim Hooper (Primary)


⁭  
Michigan Association of Non Public Schools:  Brian Boderick (Primary)


(    
Representative of Northern Michigan Directors:  William Coaster
(Primary)


(   
Representative of Rural Directors: Kevin Doty (Primary)
⁭  
Representative of Urban Directors:  Carl Ingram, Sr., (Primary)



⁭  
Representative of Suburban Directors:  John Roeck, (Primary)



⁭  
Representative of Special Ed. Trans. Directors: Jeannette Wesolowski


(  
Dean Transportation: Duane Kooyers (Alternate)

(
Goby & Associates: Dale Goby (Primary)

(
Other: Mac Dashney
III. APPROVAL OF June 11, 2009 MEETING MINUTES

Kim Hooper moved approval of June 11, 2009, minutes.  Matt Losch supported motion.
Moved that the minutes be approved.  Supported.  Passed.
IV. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

State financial update was added under Other Issues A.

V. OPENING COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A.  MDE Initiated – (30 minutes)

     1. Lisa Hansknecht was unable to attend the meeting
     2. Status Update of Section 53 - Medical Examination Procedure for 
         School Bus Drivers (Micklash)


Ken Micklash reported that HB5363 has been introduced.  This bill would amend the medical examination for school bus drivers.  The Federal DOT regulations would be followed while maintaining a Michigan exemption for diabetics if the bill passes. 

     3. School Crossing Guard Training Material Demonstration from 

         MDE Website (Micklash)


Ken Micklash outlined the collaboration approach that was used between AAA of Michigan, Michigan State Police, and Michigan Department of Education in order to update this training program.  The manual and training program CD are now on MDE’s website and available to all local police agencies that are responsible to provide school crossing guard training. 

VI. PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS/ITEMS PRESENTED TO 

   PTAC

B. Curriculum and Training (Coaster/Micklash)  (30 minutes)
1. Continuing School Bus Driver Curriculum Update
Ken Micklash identified that the next continuing education training curriculum for school bus drivers would include: year in review, bus stops, laws pertaining to you, and positive student behavior support.

2. Supervisor Training Curriculum Update
Bill Coaster and Mac Dashney reported on the status of the next transportation supervisor training program.  A manual containing laws associated with pupil transportation will be the end result.  This manual will be saved to a flash drive which all participants will receive.

3. Beginning School Bus Driver Curriculum Update

Ken reported that four (4) more units are being updated.  They are: IV Vehicle Operations, V Collision and Emergency Procedures, VII Passenger Management, and IX Field Trips.  When these units are completed, the entire beginning bus driver curriculum will be updated. 
C. Management and Best Practices - (Goby) (10 minutes)
1. Action Management Plans from Previous Supervisor Training 

Program


Dale Goby reported on a process that is being used to consolidate ideas gathered from the Action Management Plans prepared at previous supervisor trainings.  These plans will be added to the Best Practices posted in the MDE website.  Work is in progress.  Results will be submitted to PTAC at a future meeting.

D. State and National Issues (Hooper/Micklash)  (10 minutes)
1. National Congress on School Transportation – a meeting with the Michigan delegation needs to be established
Ken Micklash announced that the seven member Michigan delegation needs to meet soon.  Dale Goby and Sharron Vancampen reported on some ideas for submission to the National Congress.  The work Sharron has done as chair of a writing committee was acknowledged and praised.
 VII.
FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PTAC TO CONSIDER


A.  Curriculum and Training - (No Items)

B.  Management and Best Practices - (No Items)

C. State and National Issues - (No Items) 
VIII.
ASSIGNMENTS FOR SUBCOMMITTEE WORK


A.  MDE Initiated (5 minutes)
1. To Curriculum and Training - (No Items)
2. To Management and Best Practices - (Goby) Develop school 
    bus specification standards for Michigan winter weather

    conditions.  This issue was discussed at the June meeting.
Ken will work on gathering information on a severe weather package that could be recommended for buses as well as some preventative maintenance plans (best practices) that districts could use for increasing levels of efficiencies.

3. To State and National Issues - (No Items) 
B.  PTAC Initiated

1. To Curriculum and Training – (No items)    

2. To Management and Best Practices – (No items)  

3. To State and National Issues – (No items)  

IX. OTHER ISSUES

A. Budget – Mary Ann Chartrand updated the members on the current status of the Legislative budget approval process.  Discussion ensued about the lack of funding for state police bus inspections.  

B. Next Meeting Dates for 2009-2010
February 11, 2010

June 10, 2010

X. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

