Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts (VPAA)

Course Proposal Rubric

	COURSE TITLE
	Visual Communications
	COURSE NO. 
	1
	DEPT
	

	

	STRAND

To meet the one credit graduation requirement in the visual, performing, and applied arts, students will develop competence in the artistic/creative process by demonstrating proficiency in all of the following guidelines. (From MMC Course Credit Guidelines, VPAA)
	COURSE EVIDENCE

Specific evidence from course content expectations – units of study, activities, projects, etc. that support the given strand.
	SCORE (1-5)

1 = Meets

3 = Somewhat Meets

5 = Fails to Meet

	CREATE 

	C.1
	Engage in full iterative cycles of the artistic/creative process by problem seeking, exploring, making analytical, application, aesthetic, and design choices, before completion.
	Before each photo assignment, students must brainstorm and create a pre-write / pre-draft of the work they plan to create.  They not only explore the aesthetic and design aspects of each project, but they also must solve the problem of lighting, aperture and shutter speeds as well.  Finally, the students sketch out their plan and submit their work before beginning an assignment.

EG.  Bracketing assignment.  Find elements and principles in composition for the photo to be taken.  Utilize problem solving through aperture and shutter setting for over and under exposure.
	

	C.2
	Develop an idea, question, or problem that is guided by the personal, historical, contemporary, cultural, environmental, and/or economic contexts of the visual, performing, or applied arts discipline.
	The history of photography is studied on multiple levels including chronological progression, artistic implication, and the effects both have on the culture and environment of the relative time.  This lesson also teaches students how the application of photography has increased throughout the years and is equally, or even more, pertinent than ever. 

EG. First photograph and the physicists that studied light and photochemical change 300 years ago.  The first photographs ever of the Civil War by Mathew Brady, and Thomas Edison and George Eastman combining efforts to invent the motion picture camera and cinematography.  Television to photos from the Hubbel telescope to surgical operations guided by the camera and performed by robots.
	

	C.3
	Understand, recognize, and use the elements, organizational principles, patterns, relationships, techniques, skills, and applications of the visual, performing, or applied arts discipline.
	For each photograph students use the language of elements and principles of design discussed earlier in the course.  Through this language, students can articulate, organize, and apply their creativity verbally before transitioning their ideas onto film.  This not only creates a level of understanding before an assignment is created, but it also allows the students to organize and apply their thoughts through the use of elements and principles of design as well.

EG.  Subject full sized and unique angle shoot.  Students decide how full size creates emphasis and chooses principle of design to utilize in same-subject shot in a unique angle.  

 
	

	C.4
	Use the best available and appropriate instruments, resources, tools, and technologies to facilitate critical decision-making, problem solving, editing, and the creation of solutions.
	Students continuously solve problems and create solutions through the use of photographic chemicals, tools, and equipment.  They utilize charts and solve basic equations when dealing with temperatures and the measuring of chemicals.  They also work with variations of reciprocity when dealing with apertures and shutter speeds on both the camera and enlargers, as well as utilizing past practices from the history of photography when creating ideas for future work.

EG.  Designing the simple pinhole camera (oatmeal box) and gaining proficiency in adjustable single reflex cameras.  Processing and printing the recorded image on film.  The wet –film process is studied and applied to form a foundation understanding of photography.  This fundamental study provides an easy transition to electronic media capture in the current digital world.  The use of computers, image manipulating software, scanners, and the web are utilized to gather and share the student’s photographs.  Cross curriculum articulation is achieved by producing visual projects for with power point.
	

	C.5
	Reflect on and articulate the steps and various relationships of the artistic/creative process.
	The artistic and creative process begins in photography with the anticipatory discussion, which covers the historical relevance and relates this to their present task.  The students then work in small learning communities to brainstorm and create ideas for future assignments, and eventually work on individual write-ups of their own.  Finally, the students perform the assignment through the use of cameras and other optical equipment, keeping in mind the previous progression and making improvements along the way.

EG. Pre-write and sketch created by students before assignment is photographed.  
	


