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For Immediate Release:

Cheryl Peters, Executive Director of the Generation E Institute (GenEI) in Battle Creek, Michigan for the past nine years, received The Outstanding Entrepreneurship Educator award recently at the National Entrepreneurship Education FORUM in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Ms. Peters started with the vision, as a classroom teacher, to create the entrepreneurial mindset in middle school students. She attended entrepreneurship training in 2003, and brought back materials she used to pilot with her 8th grade Springfield Middle School students. The materials and programs were met with enthusiasm, and the students felt the connection between entrepreneurship and their core classes. 
Jane Berger, Principal of Springfield Middle School, says she has witnessed the impact that Ms. Peters’ work has had on students in their attempt to become budding entrepreneurs. As students participate in the Generation E Student Business Showcase, their enthusiasm for having to sell their business idea and design to judges is infectious. Ms. Berger says it is a joy to see the students’ interest in economics and their knowledge of the importance of small business in American history, past and present, grow. Ms. Peters’ impact on future business men and women is immeasurable, according to those who work with her in the Generation E Institute. 

Ms. Jennifer Baschal, a certified Facilitator of the Generation E middle school course “Teaching Success: Beginning Entrepreneurial Education,” says the curriculum is aligned for content standards and benchmarks in English, Math, and Social Studies. The Generation E high school course “Teaching Success: New Direction in Entrepreneurship,” allows students to articulate up to three college credits. Over the years the Generation E Institute has certified over 275 facilitator/educators throughout the USA, which has allowed over 11,000 students to be involved with the two curricula Ms. Peters continues to refine. 

After leaving the Battle Creek Public Schools, Ms. Peters helped create the Generation E Institute, a nonprofit organization serving schools, faith based organizations, etc. The middle school curriculum was followed by the development of the high school curriculum, which continues to develop the entrepreneurial mindset in youth. Due to the collaborative spirit of GenEI, Ms. Peters was asked to start, and then become the managing organization for, the Center for Entrepreneurship that serves a three county region in Michigan through the collaborative efforts of fourteen partners and numerous collaborators.

Ms. Peters works with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and many advisory boards related to entrepreneurship initiatives at various levels of education. The GenEI Business Showcase is well known throughout the state of Michigan and other areas of the nation. These showcases celebrate the innovation of young people and helps them become economically contributing citizens. 

Ms. Peters was recognized for not only what she has created and taught to others, but mostly for how she has helped change the lives of students. Students continue to stay in contact with Ms. Peters, asking for information and direction. Students such as Michael Smith of Mike’s Digital Videos, says he has five clients thanks to the Business Showcase in which he participated, and has over $3,500 in his KCC scholarship account because he was allowed to use his imagination and to become a problem solver during his school entrepreneurial experience.

For more information see www.entre-ed.org or contact Horace Robertson, Interim Executive Director at hrobertson@entre-ed.org or 919-349-2302. 
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