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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  September 1, 2020  
 

TO:  Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 
  Public School Academy Directors  

FROM:  Venessa A. Keesler, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent  
  Division of Educator, Student, and School Supports 
  

SUBJECT:  2020-21 Academic Year Educator Professional Learning Updates -   
  MEMO #COVID-19-103 

 
 
School safety training continues to be allowable as district-provided professional 

development (DPPD) for the 2020-21 academic year. Districts are encouraged to 
record educator professional learning as State Continuing Education Clock Hours 

(SCECHs). This will allow educators to use DPPD for renewal and progression of 
certification.   
 

School safety training includes, but is not limited to, bloodborne pathogens, First 
Aid/CPR/AED, EpiPen, active shooter, and any trainings related to safely opening and 

operating schools in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Districts may continue to provide online/virtual professional learning.  

 
Additionally, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) recommends districts 

expand opportunities for professional learning to recognize activities such as: 
 

• documented and approved time spent planning and producing voluntary or 

required educational resources for students and families, 
• staff meetings, including virtual staff meetings, to plan how to support families 

and students through learning at a distance instruction, including non-
instructional activities such as emergency response and meal distribution, and 

• for school counselors: understanding new college admittance requirements, 

learning how to engage students in virtual campus tours, and gaining 
information about COVID-19 resources and supports to share with families. 

 
 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_CEU_School_Safety_670828_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83468-517073--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83468-517073--,00.html
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MDE knows the education community is an important support to students and 
families and would like educators to be recognized for innovation and necessary 
service in this time of crisis. MDE created an Expanded District-Provided Professional 

Development Log that will facilitate the exchange of information between educators 
and the district and allow hours to be uploaded easily into the Michigan Online 

Educator Certification System (MOECS). A similar log is available for School 
Counselors. Information about professional learning as SCECHs is provided on our 
New DPPD Reporting Procedures webpage.   

 
Furthermore, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of Michigan’s SCECH program 

sponsors are temporarily offering free and low-cost professional learning options that 
qualify for certificate renewal and progression. To make these resources easier to 
find, MDE has developed this curated list. Some of these may help educators with the 

transition to blended and virtual instruction. 

Please direct questions and requests to schedule an appointment for technical 
assistance in support of becoming a SCECH sponsor to  

MDE-EducatorHelp@michigan.gov.  
 

cc: Michigan Education Alliance  
Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Directors  

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Educator_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685939_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Educator_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685939_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/School_Counselor_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685938_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/School_Counselor_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685938_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83468-517073--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Prof_Learning_Options_684903_7.pdf
mailto:MDE-EducatorHelp@michigan.gov
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REGISTERING EXPANDING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING AS 
STATE CONTINUING EDUCATION CLOCK HOURS 

 

 
Step 1:   Complete a SCECH Sponsor Application to become an approved SCECH 

Sponsor if the district is not already approved.  
 
Step 2:   Complete a SCECH Program Application for a year-long professional 

development program. The program dates may encompass the full 
academic year.   

 
Step 3: Decide the types of professional learning your district would like to 

approve as SCECHs for this academic year. Specific documentation 

requirements, like sign-in sheets, will be suspended for this academic 
year. The district may use its best judgment in awarding SCECHs.  

Consider using the School Counselor Professional Learning Log and the 
Educator Professional Learning Log as helpful tools. These logs gather 

the information necessary for Step 4. 
 
Step 4:   Communicate with educators. Explain what will be awarded as SCECHs 

and what will not and determine a process for logging participation. 
 

Step 4:   Upload completed professional learning into MOECS. 
 
Please refer to our instructional videos if you need additional support.  

 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SCECH_Sponsor_Application_666673_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SCECH_Program_Application_Template_670782_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/School_Counselor_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685938_7.xlsx
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Educator_Expanded_DPPD_Log_COVID-19_685939_7.xlsx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Uploading_SCECH_Participants_in_MOECS_678223_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83468-515309--,00.html

