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Verification 

Verification is the process sponsors conduct annually to confirm selected students' 
eligibility for Free and Reduced-Price Meals in the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP). Verification is not required for 
children who have been certified for meals under Direct Certification. A Verification 
webpage with forms and instructions has been developed to support program 
sponsors through the process.  

Verification in School Year 2020-2021 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has confirmed that school 
districts do need to conduct Verification this school year but has extended the 
Verification deadline to February 28, 2021. Whether you are currently participating 
in the Summer Food Service Program or NSLP, all schools and districts that 
collected Free and Reduced-Price Meals Applications are required to conduct 
Verification. The Verification sample should be based on approved current school 
year applications as of October 1, 2020. Sponsors have the discretion to complete 
Verification ahead of the February 28 deadline. 
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Improvement Plans 

In School Year 2020-2021, Improvement Plans are required for sponsors that had a 
significant number of non-responses and applications changed to paid based on the 
Verification results in School Year 2019-2020. Those sponsors that are required to 
complete and submit an Improvement Plan are listed at Schools Required to Submit 
an Improvement Plan for Certification and Verification for SY 2020-2021. 

Standard Sample 

In School Year 2020-2021, a Standard Sample is required for sponsors that had a 
significant number of non-responses to Verification in School Year 2019-2020. 
Those sponsors that are required to conduct a Standard Sample are listed 
at Schools Required to Use Standard Sample Size for SY 2020-2021. 

Verification Forms for School Year 2020-2021 

For those sponsors participating in the Extended Summer Food Service Program 
(E-SFSP) we have developed special forms that can be used for Verification. They 
are available at the following links: 

• We Must Check Your Application Form E-SFSP Version  

• We Have Checked Your Application E-SFSP Version 

Questions regarding Verification maybe directed to mde-
schoolnutrition@michigan.gov. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Us 

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov 

Nutrition Gateway: The Michigan Department of Education Nutrition Gateway 
provides Child Nutrition Program (CNP) agencies a singular system to access 
annual CNP applications (MEGSplus), monthly claims (MIND) and periodic 
administrative reviews (GEMS/MARS) through an integrated dashboard and portal. 

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the School Nutrition News and 
Updates and SNP Bulletins, visit School Nutrition News and Updates Subscription.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS82X1NjaG9vbHNfUmVxdWlyZWRfdG9fU3VibWl0X2FuX0ltcHJvdmVtZW50X1BsYW5fMjAxOC0yMDE5XzYzNTE5OV83LnBkZiJ9.ICKfaGacPwlXWmu0OumGMUWTwX_-49DRnPYNYbpN7Uo%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637412344312141714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kPesYP1lj%2Ba63mqIUZhInY8c9Vwk6pm3%2Bl0xVFUhndk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS82X1NjaG9vbHNfUmVxdWlyZWRfdG9fU3VibWl0X2FuX0ltcHJvdmVtZW50X1BsYW5fMjAxOC0yMDE5XzYzNTE5OV83LnBkZiJ9.ICKfaGacPwlXWmu0OumGMUWTwX_-49DRnPYNYbpN7Uo%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637412344312141714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kPesYP1lj%2Ba63mqIUZhInY8c9Vwk6pm3%2Bl0xVFUhndk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS8xMF9TVEFOREFSRF9TQU1QTEVfU0laRV8yMDE3LTIwMThfNjAxMTQzXzcucGRmIn0.WdEnjX9tLwFpf6g_wyhpAtN6IzNY1T5fwBThoIpA-r4%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637412344312141714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lLxg%2BMXe6rSx1bjuiD1y7V%2BRkRGYAZZTDKfEjvAhx44%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS8xM19XZV9NdXN0X0NoZWNrX1lvdXJfQXBwbGljYXRpb25fMjAyMC0yMV9FLVNGU1BfVmVyc2lvbi1fV09SRF9ET0NfNzA3MzkyXzcuZG9jeCJ9.lBKU2T_V9MvUWiR1U0fDignPNcjMrd2yfWJxquJGql4%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637412344312151670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2LSuxsw15%2Bh4wixRCtl6b4DCAnuNzZwbi4ZMnul%2FoPk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS8xNV9XRV9IQVZFX0NIRUNLRURfWU9VUl9BUFBMSUNBVElPTl8yMDIwLTIxX0UtU0ZTUF9WZXJzaW9uXy1fV09SRF9ET0NfNzA3Mzk0XzcuZG9jeCJ9.wDeKmoYDS0mvvZMeMR9xlAZlzhOIL4p5kfbsVGJoSX4%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637412344312151670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EVgPBGTeWBAFJ%2BkBAO%2FdWF7o0ZFrBKx2sKzQugdmUeU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mde-schoolnutrition@michigan.gov
mailto:mde-schoolnutrition@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21kb2Uuc3RhdGUubWkudXMvZ2F0ZXdheS9BdXRoZW50aWNhdGlvbi9Mb2dpbiJ9.uU34iSGgx8N7R4O4ZhLh8G7_KRDe21wB1DYBWTLWEeo%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637412344312161628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KEwI2yKnVp%2Be215DulZBhjWBptQCPHgn09HFAzAlgCE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTcuMzA2MzIxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9TUlNREVfMjI5In0.WNvZEW45hmNue0yG4lRARzDCk2unewmOOSBHwWJUuRk%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F89928464312-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cf9a3e8c7ea8f4b4f38db08d88b266542%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C1%7C637412344312161628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6qYi1YWN6SnJdU5Ve%2Bux8kvqx5HGejENxuAreVAGqVo%3D&reserved=0


prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 
etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 
benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or 
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)      mail:   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
                     Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
                     1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
                     Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2)       fax:    (202) 690-7442; or 

(3)       email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

  

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Links used in this document:  
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-66254_50144-518545--,00.html 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/6_Schools_Required_to_Submit_an_Improv
ement_Plan_2018-2019_635199_7.pdf 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/10_STANDARD_SAMPLE_SIZE_2017-
2018_601143_7.pdf 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/13_We_Must_Check_Your_Application_202
0-21_E-SFSP_Version-_WORD_DOC_707392_7.docx 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/15_WE_HAVE_CHECKED_YOUR_APPLIC
ATION_2020-21_E-SFSP_Version_-_WORD_DOC_707394_7.docx 
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/gateway/Authentication/LoginClick  
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_229 
https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.p
df 
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