School Nutrition News From
October 31, 2019

Serving Up USDA Foods Photo Contest
In celebration of National School Lunch Week 2019, USDA has announced the 4th Annual
Photo Contest! The “Show Us Your Tray” contest might have a new name, but we still want
to see how you are “Serving Up USDA Foods” in your school meals! Inspire other child
nutrition professionals and submit a picture of your most creative breakfast or lunch using
USDA Foods. With over 200 USDA Foods items available including proteins, fruits,
vegetables, grains, and dairy, we want to highlight the innovative ways in which they can be
used. To see the 2019 winners, including Michigan’s Birmingham Public School’s Ramen
Bowl, visit: 2019 Show Us Your Tray Photo Contest.i
Your submissions will provide child nutrition professionals with healthy, creative, studentapproved meal ideas using USDA Foods. The Serving Up USDA Foods photo contest beings
November 1, 2019, and ends January 15, 2020, at 11:59 p.m. EST. For 2020 contest and
submission details, visit Photo Contest Submission Details.ii
Be sure to read all details and review the sample submission before deciding which school
meals to feature and before taking and submitting photos. Please send all entries to the
USDA Foods mailbox (USDAFoods@usda.gov).

School Nutrition Programs Requirements Calendar
For information on upcoming due dates, visit the School Nutrition Programs Requirements
Calendar.iii

Meet Up and Eat Up Summer Food Service Program
(SFSP)
It’s never too early to start thinking about summer! Area Eligibility Criteria has been
updated. Use the USDA Mapping Toolsiv to see if you have additional sites eligible. The
entire data set is available for download on USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s Open Data
Site.v Please note that the map works best when opened in the following browsers: Google
Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.
To learn more about using census data for establishing area eligibility for CACFP and SFSP
Area Eligibility using Census Data, please see USDA’s policy memorandum.vi

USDA Farm to School Census
There is still time to complete the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) 2019 Farm to
School Census! This Census is the only national survey that examines school districts’ farm
to school activities, such as local food purchasing behaviors, the number and use of school
gardens, and the frequency of agricultural education. Click herevii to review a worksheet that
details the information you will need to help prepare your Census response. For additional
information about the Census, please review the Frequently Asked Questions.viii

Remember, your SFA’s personalized Census link was sent to you by email from Abt
Associates. If you lost your unique link or have any questions about completing the Census,
please contact the Abt study team toll-free at 855-452-5794 or e-mail
farmtoschool@abtassoc.com.
Thank you in advance for your assistance in maximizing participation in the 2019 Farm to
School Census! If you have any questions regarding Michigan’s participation in the Census,
please feel free to contact Jaime Malnar, by phone at 517-335-3792 or by email to
malnarj1@michigan.gov.

Using Ounce Equivalents for Grains in the Child and Adult
Care Food Program (CACFP)
The USDA’s Team Nutrition initiative is pleased to announce the release of the “Using Ounce
Equivalents for Grains in the Child and Adult Care Food Program” training worksheet. CACFP
operators can use this colorful six-page worksheet to determine the amounts of common
grain items needed to meet CACFP meal pattern requirements.
Worksheets are currently available in English online at Training Worksheets.ix Team Nutrition
will announce the availability of Spanish and printed versions at a later date.
As part of Team Nutrition’s CACFP Halftime: Thirty on Thursdaysx training webinars, there
will be a webinar on this topic on Thursday, November 14, 2019.
•
•

English webinar: 2:00 to 2:30 pm Eastern Time [Register Now]xi
Spanish webinar: 3:00 to 3:30 pm Eastern Time [Register Now]xii

Michigan Apple Crunch
We’re pleased to report that the Michigan Apple Crunch, as part of the Great Lakes Great
Apple Crunch, exceeded our goal of 1.6 million crunches across the region! The total
crunches as of October 10 (the official Crunch date) were 1,805,338!! Michigan came in third
place in the Great Lakes States, contributing 322,104 collective crunches! Thank you to all
who participated and demonstrated their support of Michigan agriculture. Michigan also had
the highest number of adults who crunched – 46,985 and the third highest number of K-12
students at 275,119.
Remember, you can still CRUNCH and be counted throughout October, just remember
to register at Michigan Apple Crunch. As always, share your plans, photos from your event,
and follow along on Facebook @miapplecrunch and @michiganfarmtoinstitution.

Upcoming Events/Deadlines
Targeted Training for School Nutrition Professionals
The staff of the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) School Nutrition Programs unit is
pleased to announce a hands-on, activity-based workshop for school nutrition professionals.
This workshop is targeted to food service and administrative support staff and will provide
active sessions where participants can interact with MDE staff. Each site location/workshop
consists of two days. Day One will cover nutrition and menu planning related information
and Day Two will cover program administrative information. Please register for each day you
plan to attend. Following are the dates and locations for the upcoming Targeted Training for
School Nutrition Professionals:

•

November 5 and 6, 2019
Networks Northwest Conference Center
1209 South Garfield Avenue, Suite E,
Traverse City, Michigan 49686

•

November 12 and 13, 2019
Saginaw ISD Transitions Professional Development Center
3860 Fashion Square Blvd.,
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

•

December 4 and 5, 2019
Jackson Area Career Center
6800 Browns Lake Road,
Jackson, Michigan 49201

For further information and registration information visit Targeted Training Registration
Memoxiii
Talk @ 2pm
The Office of Health and Nutrition Services is excited to announce Talk @ 2pm, an exciting
opportunity for professional development and training via Skype. Talk @ 2pm will typically
be held once per month throughout 2019. Join School Nutrition Programs staff for an
informal 30-minute to 1-hour Webinar meeting. Staff will provide a brief description of the
topic and the remainder of the time is open for Q & A. Preregistration is required. After
registering, a link to copy and paste into your browser to access the webinar will be emailed
to you in your registration confirmation. Following is information on the upcoming Talk @
2pm topics:
Topic: 31d/31f: State Supplemental Payments
• Understanding state supplemental monies
When: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 – 2:00 pm
To Register: Talk @ 2pm - 31d/31f: State Supplemental Payments Webinar Registrationxiv
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Topic: How to Feed Kids on Break
• We will help answer your questions if NSLP, SFSP, or CACFP are the best fit
for feeding kids during school breaks.
• Not participating in a program yet? We can help you get started.
When: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 – 2:00 pm
To Register: Talk at 2 pm - How to Feed Kids on Break Webinar Registrationxv
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Topic: Meal Quality
• How to improve your program’s meal quality
• What to look for when menu planning
• Examples of menu items “outside of the box” and taste testing
• Best Practices throughout Michigan and scratch cooking: How-to
When: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 – 2:00 pm
To Register: Talk at 2pm Meal Quality Webinar Registrationxvi
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Topic: Making Data Work For You
• Using infographics and interpreting school data
When: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 – 2:00 pm
To Register: Talk at 2 pm Making Data Work For You Webinar Registrationxvii
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Topic: In’s and Out’s of USDA Foods
• Learn how USDA Foods entitlement is calculated
• Learn how to monitor entitlement balances on your PAL Report
• Learn the different USDA Foods programs to allocate entitlement to
• Discuss how to maximize your USDA Foods dollars
When: Tuesday, December 17, 2019 – 2:00 pm
To Register: Talk at 2 pm In's and Out's of USDA Foods Webinarxviii

Questions and Answers
Question: My building principals are requesting a list of the free and reduced-price students
for their buildings. Is there a reason why the principal would need to know who the students
specifically are?
Answer: In addition to being authorized to receive information, those requesting eligibility
information must have a “need to know” which refers to persons determined to be “directly
connected” with the administration or enforcement of a federal education program. For
instance, while federal education programs are authorized, not all persons administering an
education program in the school district need to access information (e.g., teachers,
principals, or guidance counselors). State and local agencies must ensure that persons
receiving a child’s free and reduced-price eligibility information have a legitimate need to
know. Additional information regarding confidentiality and disclosure requirements can be
found in the Eligibility Manual for School Meals starting on page 83.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question: My PTA wants a list of eligible students to provide holiday baskets or angel tree
donations. Can I provide the names?
Answer: No. The Sharing Information form could be provided to families to inquire if they
are interested in receiving a donation from the school. If the parent or guardian gives
permission to share the information, you can provide those names.
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