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Spring ELPA

Level V- Grades 9 through 12

Sentence Combination

Assesses a student’s ability to correctly synthesize a sentence from two other sentences that are semantically
related. Student records his or her response on regular (unbroken) lines in his or her answer document. In the
answer documents, three full lines are provided. Student is assessed on use of punctuation, syntax, and
conjunctions (coordinating or subordinating) in order to join the two smaller stimulus sentences into one

coherent sentence.

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Demonstrates
mastery of
response

* Response is a
complete English
sentence. (W.1)

* Control over
capitalization and
punctuation
creates a complex
sentence that
expresses a
complex thought.
(W.2)

* Response
contains one
coherent main
idea that includes
all pertinent
information from
the original
prompt. (W.4)

* Linguistically
accurate: free of
ather errors (such
as syntax or
grammar) that
may cause
confusion in
meaning or may
distract the
reader. (W.2)

Demonstrates
partial
competency in
response

* Response is a
complete English
sentence. (W.1)

* Errors in
capitalization or
punctuation do
not prevent the
production of a
complex sentence
that expresses a
complex thought.
(W.2)

* Response
contains one
coherent main
idea that includes
some pertinent
information from
the original
prompt. (W.4)

* May contain
errors (such as
syntax or
grammar) that
cause confusion
in meaning or
distract the
reader. (W.2)

Demonstrates no
competency at
all

* Response is not
a complete
English sentence.

* Errors in
capitalization,
punctuation and
grammar prevent
comprehensibility
of response, or
prevent the
production of a
complex sentence
that expresses a
complex thought.
* Response
contains little or
no information
from the original
prompt.

* Response
contains errors
that cause
significant
confusion and
distract the
reader.

INVALIDS:
Score Point 0

* Blank

* lllegible

* Only in foreign
language

* Off topic, off
task, or not
appropriate to
prompt
*Incomprehensible
* Refusal to
respond

* Copy of prompt
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