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TRAVERSE BAY AREA
EARLY COLLEGE




Traverse Bay Area Early College
880 Parsons Road
Traverse City, MI 49686
Phone: 231.922.6425
Fax: 231.922.6364
Contact: Meredith Schmidt, Early College Specialist
Traverse Bay Area Early College enables high school students to earn college credits by completing course work at their home high schools, at TBAISD Career-Tech Center, on college campuses, and via online learning environments. By participating in early college during 11th and 12th grade, plus completing an additional 13th year of the program, students can earn an associate’s degree or up to two years of transferrable college credits. Participating students and parents will recognize significant tuition cost savings and be on a faster track to obtaining employment in their chosen careers. Participating programs are Allied Health, Business Careers, Drafting and Design Online, and the Manufacturing Technology Academy.

Go to www.tbaearlycollege.org to learn more!
What is it?

TBA Early College is a pilot program for high school students within the Grand Traverse region to earn college credits through a collaborative partnership among the Traverse Bay Area Intermediate School District, Northwestern Michigan College, Ferris State University, and the local school district. The goal of the early college partners is to support students, parents, citizens, and the region by providing an innovative and efficient educational program for accelerated learning that reduces the time and expense of education beyond high school.

How does it work?

Students who enroll in the TBAISD Career-Tech Center Allied Health, Business Careers, Manufacturing Technology Academy, and Drafting & Design Online programs are eligible to apply for admission into the Early College program. Students are selected for participation in accordance with NMC and Ferris admission requirements. Early College students who qualify will work with advisory personnel to select a sequence of high school and college courses leading to the completion of all Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements, as well as an associate degree or a technical certificate and/or a minimum of 32 transferrable college credits upon successful completion of the program.

Why Early College?

Participating students and parents will recognize significant tuition cost savings and be on a faster track to obtaining employment in their chosen careers. This goal will be achieved by leveraging the resources of the Early College partners and state funding streams to provide a high-value and low-cost Early College educational experience.

Visit the Traverse Bay Area Early College webpage at www.tbaearlycollege.org to view sample course sequences and learn more about the program.

