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September 30, 2010
Se
MEMORANDUM
TO:
All District Superintendents and Title III English Language 

Learners/ Immigrant Program Directors

FROM:
Sally Vaughn, Ph.D.



Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer

SUBJECT:
English Language Learners/Immigrant Program Evaluation

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is required to review all English Language Learners (ELL)/Immigrant program performance to ensure the educational needs of ELL/Immigrant students are being met under the No Child Left Behind Act.

In order to comply with this requirement, all ELL/Immigrant programs are required to complete a self-evaluation annually. (Please note: non-Title III funded school districts have the option to voluntarily conduct the self-evaluation in line with Office of Civil Rights requirements.) The Office of Field Services will use an evaluation tool developed by members of the ELL Advisory Committee to assist programs to provide a self-assessment of their program’s performance. It will also provide valuable insights into the programs effectiveness in increasing English acquisition and positively impacting academic achievement.

The following tools are included:

· Title III Program Evaluation Checklist address the requirements of Title III.

· Title III Program Evaluation Guide provides a process of quality program evaluation.

· Resources for Title III Program Development and Continuous Improvement provides a list of links and resources for districts to strengthen and improve their programs.

The Title III ELL/Immigrant Evaluation Checklist will be administered as follows:

1. The enclosed Title III Program Evaluation Tool will need to be completed and returned to the Office of Field Services electronically to saenzr@michigan.gov no later than October 25, 2010.

2. The completed self-evaluation will be reviewed and analyzed to determine performance level and whether a district requires support/guidance on improving and strengthening their program.
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3. Please note consortium districts are to complete their individual Evaluation Checklist and return them to their consortium leader for submission.

The Title III program evaluation tool is available through the Office of Field Services (OFS) website. Please visit www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_40078---,00.html .

In addition to the self-evaluation, the department will monitor grant recipients utilizing various types of monitoring review, such as:

· Field Service Team reviews that will focus in on specific program areas.

· Desk/telephone reviews will be conducted for programs that have demonstrated positive outcomes based on state achievement data for ELLs and positive program outcomes.

· On-site review for programs that have not made significant progress on the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and Annual Measurement Achievement Objectives (AMAOs).

Upon completion of reviewing the self-evaluation for each program/district, individual monitoring sessions will be scheduled.

In addition, should you have any questions regarding this process or the evaluation tool, please contact Roberto Saenz, Title III Evaluation/Monitoring Consultant, or Dr. Shereen Tabrizi, Manager, Special Populations Unit at (517) 373-6066.

Enclosure

cc:
Michigan Education Alliance

State of Michigan


 Department of Education


Lansing
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