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Big Ideas on the Cold War
	High School Content Expectations

	8.1.1 Origins and Beginnings of Cold War – Analyze the factors that contributed to the Cold War including

• differences in the civic, ideological and political values, and the economic and governmental institutions of the U.S. and U.S.S.R.

• diplomatic decisions made at the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences (1945)

• actions by both countries in the last years of and years following World War II (e.g., the use of the atomic bomb, the Marshall Plan, the Truman Doctrine, North American Treaty Alliance (NATO), and Warsaw Pact



	8.1.2 Foreign Policy during the Cold War – Evaluate the origins, setbacks, and successes of the American policy of “containing” the Soviet Union, including

• the development of a U.S. national security establishment, composed of the Department of Defense, the Department of State, and the intelligence community

• the armed struggle with Communism, including the Korean conflict

• direct conflicts within specific world regions including Germany and Cuba 
• U.S. involvement in Vietnam, and the foreign and domestic consequences of the war (e.g., relationship/conflicts with U.S.S.R. and China, U.S. military policy and practices, responses of citizens and mass media

• indirect (or proxy) confrontations within specific world regions (e.g., Chile, Angola, Iran, Guatemala) 

• the arms race 



Reword the following statements to represent BIG ideas.
Power struggles based on politics and economics caused tension during the Cold War.

Geographic regions often identified Cold War alliances.

The internet and satellite communications ended the isolation of the Soviet Union.

The opportunity cost of continuing the arms race became too costly for the Soviet states.

1. Check your work. Do the big ideas you wrote apply across time and space?  Give an example?

2. Will you be able to use the big ideas you have written for other units that you will teach this year?
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