
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2013 3:27 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 
Subject: Weekly News from MDE 022513 

 
March is just around the corner and we will start getting a taste of warmer 
weather.  Can’t wait…my motorcycle is calling me!!  In the meantime, here is some 

more news: 
 

1) Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in Schools – Otherwise known as 
the competitive food rule.  In any event, I have recorded the USDA 
PowerPoint presented to state agencies recently and it is already posted 

on the web.  Here is the link - 
http://www.mistreamnet.com/vidflv.php?who=mde.20130220-

schoolmeals.  It is 40 minutes long but a good summary of the proposed 
rule.  This is an important part of the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act.  If 
you are inclined at all, be sure to comment at www.regulations.gov.  Type 

in “Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in Schools” for the search and 
submit a comment.  If we have learned nothing else from the New Meal 

Pattern, we have learned it is important to make sure USDA hears your 
voice!!  In addition, I have attached a flyer provided by USDA that does 

an excellent job of summarizing the rule. 

2) Meat/Meat Alternate and Grain Extension – Attached is an email 
describing the extension of the elimination of the maximums for grains 

and meat/meat alternates for the new meal pattern.  Note this is a one 
year extension and USDA will be looking for feedback to make it 

permanent.   Anyhow, I think this is good news…simplifies at least part of 
the new meal pattern. 

3) Paid Lunch Equity – I sent out the memo on Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) a few 

weeks ago but USDA has now provided us with the Excel spreadsheet tool 
in order to be able to complete it.  Remember, this is a required annual 

calculation.  Both the memo and spreadsheet are attached for your 
convenience.  The instructions for filling out the PLE tool are on the first 
page of the Excel workbook. 

4) Junior Chef - Fresh, local foods, creativity, and teamwork will give you an 
edge in this fun-filled recipe contest and cooking competition!  First, 

student teams submit recipes that are fit for a healthy school lunch meal 
and feature local, seasonal foods.  Recipe contest submissions due by 
March 26, 2013.  Next, up to 8 teams will be selected to bring their 

recipes to life in a cook-off competition at Michigan State University on 
May 9, 2013.  Open to all 7th-12th grade students enrolled in Michigan 

schools. Teams must consist of 3-4 students and at least one adult 
coach.  Visit https://sites.google.com/site/michiganjrchef/home for rules 
and more information. 
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5) USDA Foods - The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Food 
Distribution Unit has recently revised their USDA Foods and Department 

of Defense (DoD) Produce complaint forms for your school to use when an 
issue with donated food arises. These forms are to replace any outdated 

forms and can be found on the Food Distribution Unit’s website at 
www.michigan.gov/mde-fdp.  The purpose of these forms is to provide 
Michigan schools with a means to communicate concerns or complaints 

about USDA Foods or DoD Produce directly to MDE and the corresponding 
federal office(s).  Although completing a complaint form does not always 

result in replacement or refund of entitlement, each complaint is pursued 
with each vendor/processing manufacturer and MDE requires a response 
from any processor involved in a complaint.  If you have any questions or 

concerns regarding the USDA Foods or DoD Produce programs, please 
contact Jaime Malnar at malnarj1@michigan.gov or by phone at 517-335-

3792. 

6) 25 Years of Service - Don’t Forget!  March 1 is the deadline for 
nominating yourself or someone you know for the 25-Year Service 

Award!  To nominate, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/P9YGZ5C. 

7) Michigan Good Food Newsletter - This month’s stories include: “Grand 

Rapids Sets the Stage for a New Downtown Market,” “Food Access Group 
Identifies Priorities,” “New MDCH Campaign,” and “USDA Proposes New 

Rules for School Snacks.”  This and previous editions of the Michigan 
Good Food newsletter can be found on the MI Good Food website at 
www.michiganfood.org under “current activity” or at this link - 

http://www.michiganfood.org/index.php?id=152.  As always, 
contributions related to good food in Michigan are welcome!  Submissions 

are requested by the 25th of the month for publication the following 
month. 

8) Hold the Dates – While we are nailing down final details, MDE is planning 

on having a 3 day statewide conference June 26-28 in Grand Rapids.  The 
dates and location are a result of the survey I sent out.  Lansing was 

actually first choice but there just weren’t the facilities available so we are 
moving to the second choice Grand Rapids.   

9) Food Purchasing Survey - The MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 

(CRFS, formerly the CS Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems) is 
currently conducting a food purchasing survey of all school food service 

directors in Michigan.  Please check your email for your unique survey link 
and take about 20-30 minutes (shorter than last year) to complete the 
survey by Friday, March 1.  Please note that most of the survey questions 

are skippable.  If you have trouble responding or don’t have enough time 
or information to provide an accurate response, you can skip the question 

in most cases.  The information you provide through this survey will help 
MSU CRFS work with farmers and food suppliers to provide local foods of 
interest to you. It will also help them provide appropriate support, 
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including through MDE, for local food purchasing programs at schools 
across the state.  Information you provided through a similar survey last 

year (and some information from previous surveys) has been compiled in 
the attached survey summary, which provides a snapshot of local food 

purchasing at Michigan’s schools.  MSU CRFS plans to conduct this survey 
annually to help track local/Michigan food purchasing efforts by schools 
for the Michigan Good Food Charter goal that Michigan institutions, like K-

12 schools, purchase 20% of their food locally (from Michigan) by 2020. 
 

Have a great week!! 
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
 

Start the new year right by renewing your Michigan educator license today!  
MDE’s online system is accessible for renewing licenses expiring June 30, 2013. It’s 

quick and convenient. 
Go to: www.michigan.gov/moecs 
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