
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 2:31 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 042214 

 

Weather is turning nice (slowly but surely).  I think after this winter I will enjoy the 

warm, sunny days even more this summer.  Here’s some news: 
 

1) “Apples and Spinach and Regulations, Oh My!” – Our June conference themed 

after the Wizard of Oz is now available for registration.  It is June 10-12 (yes, I 
know those aren’t great dates) right here in Lansing.  Meetings will be at the 

Lansing Center, lodging at the Radisson.  We have a full list of helpful breakout 
sessions along with outstanding guest General Session speakers.  On Thursday 
morning we will also have a special presentation on Smart Snacks along with a 

“Fundraiser Show.”  Here is the registration - 
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/fs_registration.  Sign up….don’t make me send the 

flying monkeys out to get you to come to the conference. 

2) USDA Foods Information - Although we know that the nutrition info on USDA 

Foods Value-Added (brown box) may vary by manufacturer, all beans and 
vegetables purchased after 2012 should be low sodium.  In SY 2012, all USDA 
Foods shifted to meet the new guidelines (low sodium, whole grain, low sugar, 

etc.). Here is a fact sheet that might help see the big picture 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Meal_Pattern_USDA_Foods_Chart_

Sept2013.pdf.  As for the variations in products, the USDA has heard our 
concerns about this and is coming up with a way that schools or state agencies 
can pull nutrition information, by sales order, rather than relying on a 

“blanket” document that might not exactly match the product that was 
shipped. (Although it should be very close.)  Until then, we are told that 

schools can continue to use the fact sheet provided by USDA, as found here: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/nslp-material-fact-sheets-meatsmeat-
alternatives.  If you “purchased” a product from USDA before the big shift to 

low-sodium happened, you are still allowed to utilize your USDA Foods with the 
idea that future brown box orders will, indeed, be low sodium.  If a school sees 

the discrepancy again, then we will need to report the manufacturer to USDA 
for sending items that do not meet the new specifications. 

3) Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) – You will receive a separate email 

detailing the CEP and the steps you need to take to apply.  The application can 
be found at www.michigan.gov/meis, click on the MiND link.  Some basic 

information first - the minimum requirement to be able to participate is 40% 
directly certified students (including categorically eligible students) in a single 
school, a combination of schools or the entire district.  The CEP is a great 

program but make sure you take the time to evaluate the potential financial 
impact on your program if you join CEP. 

4) Team Nutrition - Dig In! en casa is now available in print from Team 
Nutrition!  Dig In! en casa is a Spanish language version of Dig In! at 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/dig-home-parent-booklet, is the parent booklet 
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that accompanies the Dig In! and http://www.fns.usda.gov/dig-standards-
based-nutrition-education-ground-0 is curriculum for 5th and 6th grades. 

This colorful 14-page booklet includes: 
 *   Nine tasty fruit and vegetable recipes 

 *   A MyPlate menu planner 
 *   Dig In! conversation starters ("Ask About…") 
 *   Tips on ways to include more fruits and vegetables in family meals 

 *   Gardening suggestions 
Printed Team Nutrition materials are available to schools that participate in one 

of the USDA Child Nutrition programs, such as the National School Lunch 
Program. 

5) Fundraisers – As stated earlier, we will be having a fundraiser show (much like 

a food show) at our June Conference.  If your school or district has successful 
non-food fundraisers, please forward the relevant details and contact 

information.  We want to have as many different ideas presented at the show 
as possible.   

6) Fundraiser Show Vendor Application - Attached is a vendor application that  

we are hoping you will share with folks you know that have products (food or 
non-food) or fundraisers that qualify to be sold under the new Interim Rule for 

Smart Snacks in Schools.  Our vision is an exhibit hall filled with companies 
that can help you as the food service director demonstrate to others in your 

district the opportunities out there that do meet the requirements of Smart 
Snacks.  Please help us fill those exhibit booths by sharing this vendor 
application widely.  Note:  the application is due back to MDE no later than 

close of business on Thursday, May 8, 2014! 

7) School Meals Calculator – A recent webinar offered an amazingly helpful tool 

when you are deciding which school meals programs will be effective for you, 
especially from a financial viewpoint.  Here is the link to the calculator - 
NoKidHungry.org/SchoolCalculator.  If you want to check out the webinar, a 

recording of the webinar is available at: 
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/resources/State%20Ag

ency%20Calculator.mp4.    

8) Farm to School Grant Program - With funding from the WK Kellogg Foundation, 
the MI Farm to School Grant Program, offered through the Michigan State 

University (MSU) Center for Regional Food Systems (CRFS), will award up to 
20 Michigan K-12 schools/districts and Early Childcare and Education (ECE) 

programs with funds ($2,000 maximum each) to plan for or implement Farm 
to School programs. The grant year is September 3, 2014 – June 5, 
2015.   The MI Farm to School Planning Grant helps schools/districts and ECE 

programs plan for integrating fresh, local foods into their meal programs AND 
ultimately develop a Farm to School Action Plan to begin a Farm to School 

program.  The MI Farm to School Implementation Grant helps 
schools/districts and ECE programs put existing Farm to School plans into 
action AND ultimately develop a Farm to School Sustainability Plan to keep the 

program going and growing in future years.  Qualified applicants may receive 
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up to three years of grant funding for either or both programs provided that 
program requirements are met. A goal of this program is to help vulnerable 

children find more healthy and local food choices in school and ECE meals 
programs.  Please see attached documents for full details.  Deadline is  

May 1, 2014.   

9) Smart Snacks – Have you started work in being ready to implement the Smart 
Snack requirements starting July 1, 2014?  Informing superintendents, 

business managers, principals, food service staff, student/parent groups, and 
the general community NOW will help make the transition to the new 

standards.  There is a lot of information available online.  Here is a good 
overall link http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/smart-snacks-school. 

 

10) Local Wellness Policy - Now is your chance to comment on the proposed rule 
for local school wellness policies, and help us spread the word.  On February 

26, 2014, USDA Food and Nutrition Service proposed regulations to create a 
framework and guidelines for written local school wellness policies. This 
proposed rule detailed guidelines for what needs to be included in local school 

wellness policies in areas such as setting goals for nutrition education and 
physical activity, informing parents about policy content and implementation, 

and periodically assessing progress and sharing updates as appropriate. 
Parents, students, representatives of the school food authority, teachers of 

physical education, school health professionals, the school board, school 
administrators, and the general public must be permitted to participate in the 
wellness policy process as a part of the wellness policy team. The proposed 

rule would also require Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), as part of the 
wellness policy, to implement policies for the marketing of foods and 

beverages on the school campus during the school day that are consistent with 
the Smart Snacks in Schools nutrition standards.  This is your chance to 
weigh in! USDA is seeking comments on the proposed rule. The formal 60-

day comment period is open through April 28, 2014. Feedback from students, 
parents, school food staff, school administrators, State Agencies, and other 

interested parties is an important part of the rulemaking process.  Please 
help spread the word about this proposed rule and encourage comments 
through the formal comment process.  Read a summary of the proposed 

rule at: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/LWPproprulesummary.pdf.  

 
11) Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) - The deadline to apply for SFSP is 

Friday, May 2, 2014.  To access this application, click on the following 

link: https://mdoe.state.mi.us/MEGSPlus/.  Utilize the attached MEGS+ Quick 
Guide for assistance in filling out your 2014 SFSP application.  

 

12) Outreach to households on SFSP - For information on outreach to households 
on the availability of SFSP meals, please see Food Service Administrative Policy 

No. 10 – SY 2013-2014 at the following link: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_10_Outr

each_to_Households_on_the_Availability_of_SFSP_452483_7.pdf. 
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13) School Food Program Share Tables - We get frequent questions regarding 
share tables.  See the attached memorandum from Department of Agriculture 

and Rural Development regarding share tables. 
 

14) Team Nutrition Popular Events Idea Booklet - Are you looking for fun ways to 
promote nutrition and physical activity at your elementary or middle school? 
If so, download the Team Nutrition Popular Events Idea Booklet.  This free 

events booklet has: 
 

- Ideas for 20 themed events, large and small 
- Spotlights of real-life events at Team Nutrition schools Handouts, 
templates, and other free resources to support events 

- Ways to team up for success 
- Connections for school, home, cafeteria, classroom, community, and the 

media 
  

This summer, free printed copies of the booklet will be available to schools 

that participate in the National School Lunch Program. 

15)  Team Nutrition – The field has spoken and we listened! We will now be 

including compliance tips in our tweets and posts!! 

a. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MichiganTeamNutrition 

b. Twitter: @TeamNutritionMI https://twitter.com/TeamNutritionMI  
c. Like and Follow!! You do not have to be a part of a Team Nutrition 

School to join the conversation! 

- NEW Smarter Lunchroom videos on our YouTube Channel!! 
https://www.youtube.com/user/miteamnutrition1 

- Breakfast resources here –> http://boostbreakfast.com. That’s our new 
website! Check it out! 

 

We are down to less than 8 weeks of school (even with some snow make up 
days!!).  Amazing, the year flew by.  Hope the remainder of your school year goes 

well.   
 

 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
 

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 
nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 

partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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