
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 3:47 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 050514 

 

Was at a conference in DC last week so playing some catch up now.  There is some 

info I want to get out quickly so here we go….. 
 

1) Equipment Assistance Grant – This week we will be issuing information on 

applying for a USDA equipment assistance grant.  I am telling you now 
because it will be a short turnaround time.  You will need to complete the 

application by June 6.  We will award the money by July 3 and your district 
will need to obligate the funds by September 30, 2014.  So be thinking of 
any equipment needs.  The application favors those schools that did NOT 

receive equipment grant funding from the prior grants and those districts 
with high free/reduced population.  Grant amounts will be limited to $25,000 

per school.  More details to follow soon.  

2) “Apples and Spinach and Regulations, Oh My!!” – The Wizard of Oz theme 

will be part of our June Conference.  Now, if somehow the Beatles were 
reuniting and you could go, would you miss it?  If the President wanted to 
meet just with you to get your opinion on the world’s problems, would you 

miss it?  Of course not and you don’t want to miss our June Conference 
either.  As I have pled guilty to, the dates aren’t the greatest but I am sure 

you can inform and charm your supervisor to make sure you can come. And 
your employees will be fine without you (they cover when you are sick, 
yes?).  Anyhow, we really feel we have an even better than last year’s line up 

(and attendees loved last year’s) so you don’t want to miss it.  Here is the 
link so you can register:  https://mdoe.state.mi.us/fs_registration.  See you 

all in a few weeks.  For hotel reservations at the Radisson, the deadline has 
been extended to May 16. 

3) SNS Credentialing Exam – Our June Conference actually starts at 8:00 a.m. 

for anyone wishing to take this exam.  This exam will be offered on June 10, 
2014.  In order to take the exam you must register with the School Nutrition 

Association at www.schoolnutrition.org.  Click on the tab labeled Career and 
Education for registration information. 
 

 Exam Location: Room 101, Lansing Center. 
 Exam time: 8:00 a.m. – Noon.   

 Registrants are asked to arrive at 7:30 a.m. to receive exam 
instructions.  Participants are allowed a maximum of four hours to take 
the exam. 

4) Farm to School - Just to let you know that the MI Farm to School Grant 
Application deadline has been extended to May 13, 2014.  Early childcare 

programs and schools are welcome to take advantage of this unique 
opportunity to begin or expand a Farm to School or Farm to Preschool 
program.  Attached please find the planning grant application and the 

implementation grant application.  
 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/fs_registration
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/


5) HUSSC Local Wellness Policy - On May 1, 2014, USDA, Food and Nutrition 
Service announced the availability of a new HealthierUS School Challenge 

Webinar recording “HUSSC Local Wellness Policy Criteria: Taking Steps to 
Create a Healthier School Environment” that highlights the Local Wellness 

Policy Proposed Rule and HUSSC Local Wellness Policy Criteria.  For more 
information about the HealthierUS School Challenge, please visit 
teamnutrition.usda.gov/healthierus/index.html.   The link to the recorded 

webinar is here: http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/hsmrs/HUSSC/webinar3-
6-14/story.html. 

6) Smart Snacks Calculator - Is your snack a Smart Snack?  Find out with the 
Alliance for a Healthier Generation Smart Snacks Product Calculator!  This 
calculator has been determined by the USDA, Food and Nutrition Service to 

be accurate in assessing product compliance with the federal requirements 
for Smart Snacks in Schools.  The calculator can be used on food and 

beverages.  Here is the 
link:  https://schools.healthiergeneration.org/focus_areas/snacks_and_bever
ages/smart_snacks/alliance_product_calculator/. 

7) Smart Snacks Info – Within the next week or so, be looking for additional 
resources for Smart Snacks from MDE.  Since it does not look like a final rule 

is imminent from USDA, we will be sending out information that, as best we 
know, will be effective July 1, 2014.   

8) Bonus Points – Be aware that earning points to purchase stuff at a school 
store would be similar to using tokens, tickets, or currency, so the Smart 
Snacks standards would apply.  Therefore, using earned points to purchase 

candy and other foods that do not meet the Smart Snacks rule would not be 
allowed. See #24 and #26 on the attached Smart Snacks Q&As which 

address similar questions.  

School year is coming to a close.  Sign up for the June Conference!!  Please!  You 
won’t be disappointed and it will be time well spent. 

 
 

 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education  
517-373-3892 

 

Invest in a child’s future today. Support the MDE Culture of Reading. 
www.michigan.gov/cultureofreading 
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