
 
 
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2013 3:28 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 081513 

 

Back to being a weekly news….here’s what I know: 
 

1) Thank You – Following is a link to a video created by our Team Nutrition 
Manager, Nick Drzal.  The link is provided for a couple of reasons.  The first is 

a general Thank You to all that receive this email for all the work necessary 
to make the serving of our children during the last, challenging school year 
possible.  It was a challenging but successful year.  For the most part, 

students are eating healthier meals and I thank you for that fact.  The other 
reason I am providing the link is so that if you have training sessions with 

your employees, you can use it to thank them as well.  Here is the link, if you 
didn’t see it at the June Conference I think you will like it: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJWolaMMSc4. 

2) Nutrition Education - As we head back into the school year, please help 
promote and remind your schools of all of the great nutrition education 

curriculum that can be implemented throughout the school.  Attached is an 
email that includes links to various resources.  Check it out. 

3) Implementing the new SBP meal pattern early (SY 2013-14) – If you would 
like to adopt some of the phased-in requirements of the School Breakfast 
Program, you need to get MDE approval.   This is to ensure that the 

nutritional integrity of the meal is not compromised and that the MDE is 
aware in advance of what additional aspects of the new meal pattern the SFA 

is choosing to adopt. If you have any questions, contact Linda Stull at 
stulll@michigan.gov. 

4) MEGS+ CNP: School Nutrition Program – The 2014 Application is now 

available!  The MEGS+ website for completing the School Nutrition Programs 
2014 renewal/ application is now open and accessible at 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus/.  For participating SFAs, the 2014 
renewal application must be completed online by September 13, 
2013.  Some information you need to know about the application process: 

 All sponsors participating in the School Nutrition Programs must have 
a DUNS number.  You will be unable to submit your application if a 

DUNS number is not added to your Educational Entity Master (EEM) 
information.  Administrative Policy Memo Number 9 School Year 2012-
2013, provides detail on how to acquire a DUNS numbers: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/9_DUNS_Number_Require
ments_for_MEGS+_413156_7.pdf. 
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 All participating sites must have accurate information and be active in 
the Educational Entity Master (EEM). Starting this year if a site is not 

active in EEM the site will not pull forward into the 2014 SNP 
application.  So please check your site listing for accuracy. You will 

need to add the site(s) back into the application with the correct 
information.  To determine what the correct site information is, check 
the EEM at http://www.cepi.state.mi.us/eem/.  On the left side is a 

search function that can be used to find correct building information. 

 After the release of the School Nutrition Program 2014 6 

Cent/Performance Based Reimbursement application/renewal earlier 
this summer, we decided to simplify the process for those 2013 “6 
Cent Certified Sponsors” that are attesting to their continued 

compliance with the new meal pattern in 2014.  So if you were 
approved for 6 Cents in the SY 2012-2013, the only application you 

need to complete is the School Nutrition Programs 2014 
renewal/application.  This is a change from what we were saying 
earlier this summer.  So let me repeat, if you were approved for 6 

Cents in the SY 2012-2013, the only application you need to complete 
is the School Nutrition Programs 2014 renewal/application.  We hope 

this simplifies things for sponsors. 

 If your agency needs to authorize a new designated individual to 

access MEGS+, please complete the CNP Security Agreement located 
at www.michigan.gov/meis.  Scroll down to Child Nutrition Programs 
(CNP) and click on Child Nutrition Program Security Agreement.  Fax 

the completed form to Ruby Zavala at 517-373-4022. 

5) MEGS+ CNP: School Nutrition Program 6 Cent/Performance Based 

Reimbursement - The 2014 Application is now available for 6 Cent 
Certification for sponsors that were not approved for 6 Cents in 2013.  We 
encourage those sponsors to complete the process as soon as possible.  You 

are required to submit worksheets for both breakfast and lunch that 
represent the meal patterns effective July 1, 2013.  If you did not apply in 

2013, the 6 Cent Certification process must be completed for 2013-
2014.  The earlier this is done, the more funding you will receive for following 
the new meal pattern. 

6) Reimbursement Rates - For information on meal, snack, and milk 
reimbursement rates to school food authorities for School Year 2013-2014, 

please see Food Service Administrative Policy No. 1 – School Year 2013-2014 
at the following link:  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_1_for_

2013-14_430457_7.pdf.  
 

7) Claim Submission Schedule - For information on the National School Lunch 
Program claim submission 60-day deadline schedule and late claim exception 
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options, please see Food Service Administrative Policy No. 2 – School Year 
2013-2014 at the following link: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_2_for_
2013-14_430458_7.pdf.  

 
8) A Quick, Brief Summary For School Year 2013-2014 –  

 

a) Changes in Lunch Requirements - None really. For the Grains, at 
least ½ grains offered during the school week must be whole grain-

rich.  

b) For Grains and Meat/MA - USDA has lifted the upper limits for these 
items.  SFAs must meet daily and weekly minimums for these two 

components for each age/grade group. 

c) Whole Grain requirement for this school year - At least ½ grains 

offered during the school week must be whole grain-rich for both 
breakfast and lunch.  Beginning SY 2014-15, all grains must be 
whole grain-rich.  Also attached is the USDA Memo SP 30-2012 

which has a memo but following the document are charts that will 
help identify crediting of grains.   

d) What is a Whole Grain Product - Foods that qualify as whole grain-
rich are foods that contain 100% whole grain or contain a blend of 

whole-grain meal and/or flour and enriched meal and/or flour of 
which at least 50% is whole grain.  Whole grain-rich products must 
contain at least 50% whole grains and the remaining grain, if any, 

must be enriched.  In order to determine if a grain product meets 
the whole grain-rich requirement, it must satisfy criteria under 

Element 1 and one of the criteria under Element 2.   

i. Element 1: the food item must meet the oz eq requirements for 
grains, as per Exhibit A, and  

ii. Element 2:  1) whole grains per serving must be ≥ 8 grams, 2) 
product includes FDA’s whole grain health claim on its 

packaging, 3) product ingredient listing lists whole grain as first 
ingredient. 

e) Breakfast requirements for this year – There are numerous 

changes.  Refer to the attached breakfast chart.  Also, refer to 
USDA memos: SP 28-2013 – Questions and Answers on the School 

Breakfast Program Meal Pattern in SY 2013-14, SP 45-2013 – 
Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch 
and School Breakfast Program in SY 2013-14. 

i. WG requirement - For SY 2013-14, for breakfast and lunch, at    
   least ½ grains offered during the school week must be whole  

   grain-rich.  
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    ii. Fruit Requirement - For breakfast in SY 2013-14, SFAs must offer  
        ½ cup of a fruit/vegetable/juice at breakfast as one of the  

        required meal components.  If implementing OVS at breakfast,  
        the student does not have to take the fruit for SY 2013-14. 

 
That is a brief, not all inclusive summary of the changes for the meal pattern 
in this school year. 

9) Latest Q&A for Nutrition Standards - Attached are both the policy memo and 
the Q&A document that will provide you with the latest updates on the new 

requirements.  The Q&A has grown to a significantly sized document, but it is 
full of helpful information.  I encourage you to review it prior to start of the 
new school year.   

 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
 

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 
nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 

partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
 
 
























